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ROFEL T A, REICERZ R E v,

A legal change has made it likely that some third-year high school
students will become eligible to vote in next year's House of Councillors
élection, but little has been done so far to prepare these new voters for the
important decisions they will make at the ballot box.

Educating these youths about their new voting rights is made more
urgent by the persistently low turnout of young voters overall. Unfortunately,
only a handful of high schools are offering information on voting and elections.
Many remain unsure how to broach the subject in class while respecting the
political neutrality of education.

Such concerns came to the fore recently when the upper house voted to
lower the voting age from 20 to 18 by revising the Public Offices Election Law.
The change will likely take‘effect ahead of an upper house election in the
summer of 2016.

One school that has taken steps to prepare students to take part in
elections is Igusa Metropolitan High School in Nerima Ward, Tokyo. The
school has held several mock elections designed to increase students’
awareness of the electioxiwprocess. The first was held in 2012. Students
“voted” in the school’s version of the Tokyo gubernatorial and national House
of Representatives elections that were held in December of that year. The
students cast votes for actual candidates and parties and the event was timed
to coincide with the real-life polls.

The students chose for themselves whom to vote for after learning that
there were different views on some issues by reading candidates’ election
pledges and comparing content from various newspapers. The school also held
a mock election for the December 2014 lower house election. Though
participation in the mock elections was voluntary and voting was held after

school hours, more than 70 percent of the student body cast ballots —a high



percentage compared with actual voter turnout in recent elections.

“T'd like to hear what the candidates have to say with my own ears,” one
student said.

Akira Muto, a civics teacher at Igusa High School, said he felt the school’s
mock elections had heightened students’ awareness of the importance of
participating in fhe political process. “This project wasn't as difficult as I had
expected. I hope more schools will follow our example,” said Muto.

Kiyoshi Karaki, an associate professor at the University of Tsukuba and an
expert in social studies education, said it was vital that Igusa’s efforts be
replicated elsewhere.

“To nurture socially responsible voters, teachers need to clear away the
walls between the classroom and society, and they need to willingly handle

politics and topical issues,” Karaki said.

Holding mock elections is one method advocated by the Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology Ministry to raise interest in elections,
but so far only a handful of schools have followed Igusa’s example.

“There are many other things we have to teach,” a teacher at a private
high school in Tokyo said. “We can only touch briefly on the voting system and
the significance of an election.”

Such sentiments are expressed in the context of a curriculum that tends

to prioritize preparation for university entrance exams and shy away from

instruction on substantive political issues in deference to preserving the

political neutrality of education.

For teachers, this can be a tricky balancing act.

‘T think elections are wonderful as practical teaching material, but we
have to be highly sensitive Whgn handling these issues,” admitted a 55-year-old
civics teacher at a high school in Tokyo.

Some teachers are unsure whether they are allowed to mention the names
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of political parties and other details if they bring up party campaign pledges or
key election issues. Other gray areas have instructors requesting clearer
guidelines.

“I want the central government to clearly stipulate what points we need to
be careful about when we discuss elections in class,” another teacher said.

At high schools that have conducted several of these mock elections,
teachers avoid simply drilling information into the students. They must. stay
conscious of the need to remain ( b ) and make students think for
themselves by providing balanced instruction on the campaign pledges made
by each party.v This can be ( ¢ ) task for inexperienced teachers and

school administrations.

The Education Ministry and the Internal Affairs and Communications
Ministry are hurriedly preparing a manual for teachers and new
supplementary material for high schools to help them teach students about the
lower voting age.

“We hope to distribute them before the start of the third term,” a senior
official of the Education Ministry said.

However, it will be difficult to set aside instruction time on this topic for
third-year students after the New Year comes around, and there will only be
about six months between this time and when the current batch of second-
year students who could become eligible to vote will actually go to the polls.

Given these time constraints, the Education Ministry is particularly
concerned about ensuring that high school students do not inadvertently
violate election laws.

Third-year classes at high school contain a mix of 18-year-olds who may
soon be allowed to vote, and 17-year-olds who will still be too young. An 18-year-
old can legally take part in campaigns to spread election messages on Twitter

and other social media sites. If a 17-year-old — an ineligible voter — does the



same thing, they run the risk of violating election laws. The Education
Ministry plans to explain such dangers by compiling a list of concrete
examples and using ﬂlustraons.

For the time being, the education of 18-year-old voters could end up

having an emphasis on preventing election violations.
FIWI(1~2) ®&D5EEDLWEZLE—DORY, 20FFE2~—7 LkEw,

1. What is the first official election students will take part in?
House of Representatives election.
House of Councillors election.

Tokyo gubernatorial election.

CHCRONS

Lower house election.

2. What is the main issue being discussed in this article?
Impact of lowering the voting age.
Changing the Constitution.

Lack of political neutrality in education.
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Futility of mock elections.
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3. The mock elections were carried out to deepen students

understanding of actual elections.

4. Students went to the official Tokyo polling stations and experienced '

voting for their preferred candidates.

5. Before voting, students read and studied the candidates’ pledges.




Even though voting was not compulsory, an unexpectedly high

number of students took part in the mock elections.

No students were interested in listening to what the candidates

were saying.
None of the teachers feel that the mock elections were successful.

Some experts say that the mock elections should be used as a

model for other schools.

RHVS I (10) : Why are elections difficult for teachers to handle in the classroom?

@

©®

Because the Peublic Officers Election Law prohibits teachers from
mentioning the names of political parties.

Because there are no clear guidelines.

Because candidates change every year.

Because teachers are worried about complaints from parents.
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partisan
biased
neutral

unchanged
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an irresponsible
an easy

a challenging
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FIv> VI (13) : What would be the best title for this passage?
Political partiality of education

Preventing election violations

Voting age of 18: a challenge for schools
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Mock elections: an ineffective teaching method
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Japan continues to draw record numbers of foreign visitors. In April, the
number hit 1:76 million, setting new record highs for three months in a row.
The number of Chinese tourists visiting the country during the popar cherry
blossom season more than doubled compared to a year earlier. The number of
inbound tourists in the first four months of the year surged 43 percent from
the same period of 2014. If the trend continues for the rest of the year, the
annual total could reach close to 20 million.

It would not be surprising if the government’s goal of welcoming 20 million
annual inbound tourists is achieved well ahead of the target year of 2020, when
Tokyo hosts the Summer Olympics. The Abe administration has set a new
goal of boosting consumption by inbound tourists from ¥2 trillion last year to
¥4 trion by 2020. It hopes to develop inbound tourism into a new engine of
the economy that will generate 400,000 new jobs.

The government should identify what policy steps still need to be taken to
make Japan an attractive destination and should steadily implement the

measures so that the inbound tourism boom will become a long-term trend

rather than a temporary phenomenon at the mercy of economic and other

factors.

With the economy still mired in sluggish growth, the retail industry has
come to rely greatly on robust demand by tourists from other parts of Asia,
especially visitors from China, who buy so much that their shopping sprees
have been labeled “explosive.” Their total consumption in the January-March
quarter surged 64 percent from a year before.

Te government has introduced measures to promote inbound tourism
and consumption, such as easing visa equirements and expanding the scope of

goods that are exempt from the consumption tax. But the primary reason for

the boom is the continuing economic growth in many other Asian economies,



which boosted the income levels of people in those countries and their appetite
for overseas travel, and the yen’s fall against other currencies, which made
visits to Japan more affordable.

International tourism can be affected by various factors, ranging from
economic conditions to tensions in relations between countries, infectious
diseases and natural disasters. Inbound tourism to Japan plunged sharply
when the nation was hit by the Great East Japan Earhquake and the

Fukushima nuclear crisis in 2011, and the number of Chinese visitors has risen

and fallen in accordance with the state of bilateral ties, which have been

repeatedh@ strained over a series of issues.

To help maintain the upward trend, further government and private-
sector efforts are needed to make Japan more attractive as a travel destination.
Such efforts can start with ensuring there is enough staffing at customs and
immigration checkpoints at airports to keep pace with the rise in the number
of visitors.

The inbound tourism boom has pushed up room occupancy rates at many
hotels, with figures topping 80 percent in Tokyo and Osaka last year —in
some cases resulting in room shortages. One solution would be to diversify the
destinations of foreign tourists, which still tend to be concentrated in Tokyo,
Osaka and other well-established tourist areas. FEarlier this month, the
government identified seven areas across Japan as alternative routes for
inbound tourists, and plans to subsidize public-relations campaigns and other
efforts by local organizations.

While attention tends to focus on the surge in the number of foreign
visitors and their spending, their total consumption is still a fraction of the
demand by domestic tourists, who spent ¥18.8 trillion in 201 down by ¥14
trillion from the previous year. Efforts to revitalize domestic travel demand —
which is forecast to be on a downward trend with the nation’s low birthrate

and graying population — should also be made to sustain the travel industry.

Such an effort can contribute to enhancing Japan’'s attraction for all tourists.
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successively

distinctly

increasing

deflating

at the expense of

benefiting

modified
flung

organizations

regulations

fell abruptly

incurred

allocated to

alternating with

foster

stay on top of

fund

terminate

majority

portion

proportionally

invariably

sudden

bleeding

relying on

thankful to

soared

deprived

taxes

participation

ascended

economized

followed by

corresponding with

make a contribution to

discourage

hold

coordinate

merit

consensus



A(24~33): Read the following conversation that has words deleted in

certain places. Choose the word or phrase {D~@ that best fills the numbered

parentheses from the list below.

Andrea:

Erica:

Andrea:

Erica:

Andrea:

Erica:

Andrea:

I was just reading an article on how the things that you do right
before bed can have a big ( 24 ) on your life.

That’s so true. I've heard that it is such a great time of the day to
actually start a daily ( 25 ) because the day is windin'g down so
you're not rushing around to get stuff done.

T've often tried to do that but have never been that successful at it,
to tell you the truth. What I have personally found that really
relaxes me though is doing some nighttime reading before I
(26 ) off. Ikeep a great “to read” pile right beside my bed on
my nightstand.

Yes, I too have found that really works. My only problem has been
that if I pick something too exciting, such as a good mystery.novel,
I can't put it down. I end up getting so ( 27 ) in it, that I never
get to sleep.

Totally know what you mean. Can't tell you how often I, didn’t end
up putting the light out until way after 1:00 AM. I would then sleep
through the alarm, so have started to think I have to try something
new.

I have found that getting ready for the next day also helps. If I
prepare everything the night before, like what I'm going to wear
and packing my bag, it gives me one less thing to worry about and
puts my mind to rest. I'm also not ( 28 ) around in the
morning.

I too try to be quite good about that. Definitely makes for a much

less ( 29 ) morning. I also have found recently that a good




Erica:

Andrea:

Erica:

Andrea:

Erica:

stretch before bed helps.

My mother swore by that. She always used to say that stretching
was not only good for her joints and ( 30 ), but that it also
helped her with her sleep. She stretched for about 30 minutes a
night religiously. She never became arthritic like her mother either.
My mother’s habit was to try to go to bed 15 minutes earlier every
night than she had originally planned to. She was always going on
about how we all just weren't getting enough sleep, and how sleep
(31 ) could have serious effects on our heaith and productivity
the next day.

Not a bad idea. If only it were that easy. Heard meditating was
quite effective too. It's supposed to help decrease stress levels and
give you ( 32 ) of mind.

Yes, the benefits of meditating seem endless; apparently better
memory, more creativity and less anxiety.

What are we waiting for? We really need to start ( 33 ) some

of these ideas into practice. No better time to start than tonight!

@ deprivation @ doze ® engrossed
@ Aflexibility (® hectic ® impact

@ peace putting ® routine

© scrambling

B(34~38): Read the following conversation that has words deleted in

certain places. Choose the word or phrase marked @O, @, @), or @ that

best fills the numbered parentheses from the choices below.

Student:

Is this the Foreign Language Discussion Room?

Staff member:  Sure is. How can I help you?



Student:

Staff member:

Student:

Staff member:

Student:

Staff member:

Student:

Staff member:

Student:

Staff member:

Well, I've heard that using the Discussion Room is a good
way to improve my English speaking ability, but ITm a
freshman and I'm not sure how the system works. ( 34 )
you explain it to me?

Of course. It's very simple. We offer informal group
discussion sessions in English six times a day, on a variety of
different topics. Just check our website to find a time and
topic that ( 35 ) you, and make a booking.

Is it possible to just drbp in on the day without making a
booking?

Yes, but each discussion session has a maximum of 8§
participants, so it's ( 36 ) to book in advance to make
sure that you don’t miss out.

I see. Do you also offer discussion sessions in languages
(37 ) English?

Yes, at present we have discussion sessions in Korean,
Chinese, and French. These discussion sessions are only held
once or twice a day, though.

I'm also enrolled to study Chinese, so it's good to know that I
can also practice that language in the Discussion Room.

By the way, you can get extra credit in some language
classes ( 38 ) you take part in Discussion Room activities.
Make sure you ask your English and Chinese teachers about
this during orientation.

I'll be sure to do that. Thanks for the advicel

You're very welcome.




34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

®» ©@ 6 0 ® @ 6 ® @ O 6

® @ ©® 6

® 00

May
Please
Could
Let

convenient
suits
appeals

fine

wise
useless
not advisable

typically

other than
additional
apart

including

although
by
and

if
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39. Her new puppy is always getting ( ) trouble.

@ onto @ through @ by @ into
40. It's going to rain heavily today, ( ) don’t forget your umbrella.

@® so @ however ® but @ because
41. When we were children, we ( ) go swimming in the river every

summer.

@ often @ never ® would @ wil
42. Climates ( ) from country to country.

@ turn @ exchange ® vary @ convert
43. T ( ) my stay in Japan for a few days longer.

@ expand @ spread @ extend @ enlarge
44. Tinstantly ( ) his face, but I couldn’t remember his name.

@ realized @ wunderstood @ figured @ recognized
45. Lucy wanted ( ) of the two boxes.

@ alarger @ largest ® the larger @ alargest
46. Since Mary speaks so softly, I can never make ( ) what she says.

® in @ out ® at @ for




47. Do you know how the fighting between the two boys came ( )?

@ with @ by @ about @ from
48. Thereis ( ) when you will meet Mr. Right.

@ not to tell @ not telling

® no having told @ no telling

Please write around 100 words about the following topic, using your own

English.

What is your greatest fear and why?



