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Women's figure skating is one of the most eagerly watched eyenfs of any
Winter Olympics, with reliably high American audience numbers at the events
of the past 30 years. Just like. famous skaters such as Micheﬂe Kwan, Dorothy
Hamill, and Peggy Fleming before them, the female soloists who competed at
the PyeongChang Winter Olympics in 2018 are now part of a long line of
women figure skaters who have made their names in competition.

With its costumes, its routines, and its tradition of musical accompaniment,
from the perspective of the present day it probably doesn't seem surprising
that figure skating is the oldest women’s Winter Olympics sport. Together
with six traditional suminer sports, including tennis, sailing, archery, and
croquet, it was one of the first sports with a category for women competitors
— and the only women's Winter Olympics sport until 1936. What might be
more surprising to many is that 'ﬁgure skating was ‘originally considered a
totally male activity, says skating historian James R. Hines.

Of course, women (like men) have been skating as a means of transport
or recreatiqn for about as long as ice skates have been around. The first
modern ice skates with metal blades date back to the Middle Ages and were
made by the Dutéh, though there's now accepted evidence that humans were
using animal bones fco skate across ice, several thousands of years before that.
In 2 demonstration of women’s place on the ice, the Catholic Church’s saint of
figure skating, Saint Lidwina, was a Dutch teenager from the late 1300s -who
fell and broke her leg while skating on one of the many canals.

The first figure skating p’ompetitions took place in the mid-1800s, dﬁring' a
period when skating became more popular, and locai skating clubs formed
throughout Britain to give interested people a chance to show off their skills.
One of thése skills Wés the ability to skate “figures” — literally pictures — on

the ice. Generally, Hines says, these interested people were men, but most
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clubs had no hard rule against women competing. Women skaters could do
“figures” just as well as men could, despite the obvious problems that heavy
skirts could cause, he says. It wasn't as fast-paced as today’s figure skating,
but skating images into the ice required skill and precision. In the first-known
figure skating manual, published in the 1770s, author Robert Jones devotes a
full page to describing how to properly perform an ice skating move known as
the “Flying Mercury” that leaves a curved image in the ice, and another to
showing how to “cut the Figure of a Heart on One Leg.” Although figure
skating became more athletic, it kept a tie to this early practice of méking
figures well into the 20th century. .

| Although the only four pictures‘ip Jones' book all show men in various
skating poses, Hines says the popular male image of a figure skater didn't
prevent women from trying out the moves and skating themselves. In the late
18th century, when skating clubs.began to form around England arid Scotland
(the first formed in Edinburgh in the 1740s), the idea of “figure skating”
became more formal, and local clubs started hosting competitions. According
to Hines, it was cer_tainly possible' for women to compete at some local clubs,
showing off their ability to do “required figures” with descriptive names such
as the “circle eight,” “snake,” or the “change three.”

Still, there was no significant tradition of women competing. Over the
course of the 19th centufy, as local skating clubs started competing with one
another in national skating associations and then in an international governing
body, “they just thought women wouldn't compete,” Hines says. But women,
as it turned out, had other ideas.

The International Skating Union (ISU), which is still in charge of
international skating competition, was formed in 1892 and hosted the first
World Figure Skating Championships in 1896. Just four men competed in the
event. Then, in 1902, a woman, British ﬁgﬁre’ skater Madge Syers, entered the

competition thanks to a gap in the rules; there was no rule disallowing women,
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wrote Hines in The Historical Dictionary of Figure Skating.

Syers placed second in that competition, behind Swedish skater Ulrich
Saléhow, whose last name now describes the skating move he was famous for:
a simple jump and mid-air spin. Salchow offered Syers his gold medal, saying
he thought she éhould have won.

The rules  were changed soon after and women were barred from
compeﬁng in the World Figure Skating Championships. The proposed reason
for this was concern that long skirts prevented the judgeé from seeing the
movement of female competitors’ feet. The ISU then created a separate-
specific competition for women only, the Ladies World Championship. It still
exists today, meaning no woman can call herself the World Figure Skating
Champion. ‘ ,

| The objection to Madge Syers skirt. was just the start of female
competitors’ problems with clothing. When American Theresa Weld added the
Salchow to her skating routine at the 1920 Olympics, she was given a strong
warning. Why? As Ellyn Kestnbaum explains in Culture on Ice: Figure -
Skating éﬂd Cultural Meaning, “because her skirt would fly up to her knees,
creating an image judged to be too revealing and unacceptable for the times.”
But in spite of criticisms like these, women quickly took their place as
competitors in the sport. In 1908, Madge Syers co-authored The Book of
Winter Sports with her husband, also a competitive ﬁgure skater. In the
chapter titled “Skating for Ladies,”. she wrote that “skating is an exercise
particularly appropriate for women.”

She argued for their place in competition by drawing on traditionally
“ferninine” virtues, writing “it requires not so much strength as grace,
combined with a fine balance, and the ability to move the feet rapidly.”
International skating competitions were also “the sole instances in which
women are permitted to compete in sport on an equality with men.” They

may not have been able to earn credit for being world champions, but at least
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women could compete solo on the ice and be professionally judged.

Over time, the clothes Wbrn by those skaters who arrived after Syers and
Weld shifted from ankle-length skirts to higher skirts that allowed more
freedom of movement. At the same. time, figure skating became less a
.technical pursuit involving the tracing of figures and more an artistic activity
involving costume, moves taken from dance, and athletic skills. With this
growing recognition came the inclusion of figure skating in the 1908 London
Olympics, with competitions for both men and women. Madge Syers won the
gold medal in the Women’s competition. At the first Winter Olympics, held in
1924, figure skating was the only event with a women's category. By that
time, Syers had died, but Austrian Herma Szabo took gold, the first of many

women to win at the Winter Olympics.
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1. Before 1936

@ there were no women's Winter Olympics sports
@ only men were allowed to figure skate at the Winter Olympics
® tennis, sailing and archery were not Olympic sports

® figure skating was the only women's Winter Olympics sport

2. Ice skating began

@ because the Dutch invented metal ice skates in the Middle Ages
® using animal bones thousands of years ago
® when Saint Lidwina became a saint in the Catholic Church

@ when Dutch teenagers held races on frozen canals
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3. One of the difficulties women had when figure skating began is

(D the clothes they wore were hard to skate in
(@) there were rules stopping them competing against men
@ they didn't know how to make pictures in the ice

@) very few clubs would accept them as members

4. The ﬂr-.*;t guide to how to perfo;m figure skating.
(1) was written by James R. Hines
@ was written in Dutch
(@ was published in Edinburgh

@ had no pictures of women
5. The first international figure skating competition was held in

@ 1892
@ 189%
@ 1902
@ 1920

6. Ulrich Salchow became famous in figure skating because he

@ was very good at jumping and spinning in the air
-@ came  second to Madge Syers in the World Figure Skating
Championships
(3 helped form the International Skating Union
@) won the first World Figure Skating Championships



7. Because judges couldn;t see ladies’ feet, ladies were

@ asked not to wear long skirts
@ banned from the World Figﬁre Skating Championships
@ told they must jump higher

@ warned not to compete in the Winter Olympics

8. Madge Syers and her husband wrote a book in which she argued that

@ skating requires more strength than grace

@ women should not be allowed to compete equally with men

@ world figure skating champions deserve more credit than they are
given

® skating draws on grace and good balance, which women have

9. One reason figure skating became officially recognized as an Olympic

sport was because

@ higher skirts allowed more freedom of movement
@ men and women were allowed to compete against each other
® it was very popular in European countries

@ it became more artistic as well as athletic

10. Before Madge Syers died,

@ she wrote a\ book called Culture on Ice: Figure Skating and
Cultural Meaning v

@ the first Winter Olympics took place

® she took part in the World Figure Skating Championships

@ only men could participate in the Olympics




BEED | AOEXEZAT, FTHEE), 2FEBXRBICRLESV, BERKEO

2) &fER.

The concept of animal rights is based on ethical and moral philosophy. It
has been‘ d_iscussed by some of the world’s most influential thinkers, from
historical ﬁgﬁres such as Pythagoras and Leonardo da Vinei— who preferred
vegetarianism — to Jeremy Benfham, who famously identified animals’ capacity
for suffering as the characteristic that gives them a right to equal
consideration.

All animals have the ability to suffer in the same way and to the samer
degree that humans do. They feel pain, pleasure, fear, frustration, loneliness
and familial Jove. Whenever we consider doing something that would interfere

(1)
with their needs, we have a moral obligation to take them into account.

In his book Animal Liberation, the philosopher Peter Singer states that

~ the basic principle of equality does not require equal treatment — it requires
equal consideration. This is an importaht distinction when talking about
animal rights. People often ask if the idea of animal rights means that animals
should .have the right to vote or drive a car. Of course, that would be silly
because those aren’t rights that would beneﬁt animals. But animals have the

(2)
right not to suffer at the hands of humans and to live their lives free from

suffering and disadvantage because they have an interest in doing so. That is

the difference between equal consideration and equal treatment.
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11. At the end of a journey we are never ( ) ( ) (%)
( ) ( ) at the beginning.
@ what @ used ® we
@ to . ® be
12. Scientific research ( | ) (%) ( ) ( ) ( )

from superstitions.

@ dedicated @ is ' ® distancing
@ to ® humanity



13. Most studies of world food problems ( ) ( ) ( )

and (% ) consumption for ( ).
@ production - @ took ® concentrated
@ on . (® granted
14. The apple pie ( ) this restaurant ( ) ( ) (%)
( ).
@ second @ at ® to
@is - ® none
15. The letter ( ) ( ) will remind Paul of ( )
( % ) ( ).
@ home @ belongs @ where
@ from ® he
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Think of the most interesting class you have ever taken. Why did you

enjoy the class so much?
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16. About
@ 6,000
® 1,000
® 3,000
@ 500

" languages are in great threat of disappearing.

17. In the past 500 years, 1.3 per cent of have died out.

@ languages
@ birds
- (® mammals

@ lions

18. Languages in the world have an average size of

speakers.

@ 300
@ ten million

® one million

® 6,000



19. The number of languages disappearing each vyear is now

®1lor2
@10
® 2,000
® many thousands

20. Only one person speaks the language Klamath in
@ Oregon .
® Sweden

(® Cameroon

@® Norway

21. One reason the Paulohi language lost many speakers is because of

@ migration

® the search for oil
@ disease

@ an earthquﬁke

22. Up until the 1970s, Aborigines in Australia were to

speak their own languages.
® educated V
@ encouraged
® forbidden
@ perceived




23. Today about Aboriginal languages are commonly

spoken in Australia.
® 600
@ 400
® 25
@ 10

24. An ‘indus-try that benefits from the use of only one language is the

industry.

® education-
@ ol

®. airline

@ religion

25. When a language is lost many | _may also disappear.
® ways of life
@ plants
® animals

@ inventions
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16.
TV show in the 1980s.

17.

18.

19.

For ( ) you who don’'t know, “Rainbow” was a popular children’s

@ those of @® those if

® these of - ® whom of these

She is not offended in ( ).

@ the least @ last

@ all ‘ @ the last

( ) there was a problem in the original plan is self-evident.
@ Because | @ Although

® What " (@ That

( ) here will be very welcome.

@ Whoever visits ® Whoever that visits
® Whoever @ Whoever can




20. Have you ever thanked a relative ( ) oa present you did not

want?
@ on @ but
® for : ' @ of
21. After ( ) for a couple of hours, the bullet train eventually

arrived at Kyoto.

@ that delays (@ having being delayed
® having delay @ being delayed
22. The facts ( ) are now questioned by the new report of
biologists. |

@ to which we usually. depend
® that practical medicine treating
® what our medicine is

@ on which .our medical practice is based

23. Automobiles have hundreds of parts, and some broken parts ( )

serious car accidents.

@ would happen ® can cause
® could lead @ are driven



24. My uncle is ( ) narrow-minded than his father is.

@ none the less @ no'least
® no little ® no less
25. Julia was told to wear flat shoes ( ) account of her back
problem.
® in @ on
® for @® with
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