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Do aliens exist? There are few, if any, ancient myths about alien life
elsewhere in the universe, perhaps because the very idea of there being a
universe much bigger than our own world hasn't been around all that long. It
took until the 1500s for scientists to see clearly that the Earth goes around the
sun, and that there are other planets that do so too. But the distance and
number of the stars were unknown and undreamed of until relatively modern
times.

There have long been numerous legends and beliefs about strange alien
creatures near at hand: demons and ghosts. But, in the present context, the
question ‘Are we alone? is going to mean ‘Are there alien life forms on other
worlds elsewhere in the universe?” Myths about aliens in this sense are rare
among ‘primitive’ tribes. They are very common, however, among modern city
people. These modern myths are interesting because, unlike ancient myths,
we can actually watch as they start. We see myths being dreamed up before
our very eyes.

In California in March 1997 a group called Heaven's Gate came to a sad
end when all 39 of its members took poison. They killed themselves because
they believed that a UFO from outer space would take their souls to another
world. At the time, a bright object called the Hale-Bopp Comet was prominent
in the sky and the group believed — because their leader told them so— that
an alien space ship was accompanying the comet on its journey. They bought
a telescope to observe it, but then sent it back to the shop because it ‘didn't
work’. How did they know it didn't work? Because they couldn't see the alien
vehicle through it! Did the leader, a man called Marshall Applewhite, believe
what he taught his followers? He probably did because he was one of those
who took the poison.

One thing that such people seem to have in common is a love of science



fiction. The members of the Heaven's Gate group were passionate fans of the
American science fiction TV drama “Star Trek” Of course, there is no
shortage of science fiction stories about aliens from other planets, but most of
us know that's just what they are: invented stories. But there are quite a lot of
people who firmly believe that they have personally been captured, or
‘abducted’, by aliens from outer space. So eager are they to believe this that
they will do so on the weakest ‘evidence’. One man, for instance, believed he
had been abducted, for no better reason than that he often bled from the nose.
His theory was that the aliens had put a radio in his nose to spy on him.

A surprisingly large number of Americans, many of them otherwise
normal, sincerely believe that they personally have been taken aboard UFOs
and been the victims of horrific experiments conducted by little grey men with
large heads and huge eyes. The mysterious topic of ‘alien abductions’— that
is, being taken by aliens —is as rich, as colourful and as detailed as the stories
of ancient Greece and the gods of Mount Olympus. But these alien abduction
myths are recent, so we can actually go and talk to people who believe they
have been abducted — apparently normal, intelligent people — who will tell
you they saw aliens face to face, actually tell you what the aliens look like, and
what they say while performing their nasty experiments.

Susan Clancy is one of several psychologists who have made detailed
studies of people who claim to have been abducted. Not all of them have clear
memories, or even any memories at all, of the ‘event. They account for this by
saying that obviously the aliens must have used some technique to wipe their
memories clean after they had finished experimenting on their bodies.
Sometimes they go to a therapist of some kind, who helps them to ‘recover
their lost memories’.

When we think we remember a real incident, we may only be
remembering another memory ... and so on back to a completely imaginary

event or something seen in a movie. Memories of memories of memories can
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become progressively transformed. There is good evidence that some of our
most vivid memories are actually false memories. And false memories can be
deliberately planted by dishonest ‘therapists’. This helps us understand why at
least some of the people who think they have been abducted by aliens claim to
have such vivid memories of the incident. What usually happens is that a
person becomes obsessed with aliens through reading stories in the
newspapers about other reported abductions. Often, as was mentioned earlier,
these people are fans of Star Trek, or other science fiction tales. It is a striking
fact that the aliens they think they've met usually look very like the ones in
the most recent television fiction about aliens, and they usually do the same
kind of ‘experiments’ as have recently been seen on television.

The next thing that may happen is that the person has a frightening
experience called sleep paralysis, meaning that they are unable to move while
sleeping. It happens rather frequently. You may even have experienced it
yourself. When you are asleep and dreaming, your body is rarely able to
move. Perhaps it's to stop your muscles working in tune with your dreams so
that you will not walk in your sleep. And normally, when you wake and your
dream goes away, the paralysis ends and you can move your muscles. But
occasionally there is a delay between your mind returning to consciousness
and your muscles coming back to life, and that is called sleep paralysis. It is
frightening, as you can imagine. You are sort of awake, and you can see your
bedroom and everything in it, but you can't move. Sleep paralysis is often
accompanied by terrifying imaginary mental images. People feel surrounded
by a sense of danger, which they can't put a name to. Sometimes they even
see things that are not there, just as in a dream. And, also as in a dream, to
the dreamer they seem absolutely real.

Now, if you are going to imagine something when you suffer sleep
paralysis, what might you imagine? A modern science fiction fan might well

see little grey men with big heads and huge eyes. In earlier centuries, before
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science fiction came along, the visions people saw were different: horrible
monsters or (if they were lucky) beautiful winged angels. The point is that,
typically, the images people see when experiencing sleep paralysis are not
really there but are produced in the mind from past fears, legends or fiction.
Even if they don't imagine things that aren't really there, the experience is so
frightening that, when they finally wake up, sleep paralysis victims often
believe that something terrible has happened to them. The next thing that
typically happens to sleep paralysis victims is that, even if they didn't actually
imagine aliens, their fearful reconstruction of what they suspect may have
happened becomes strengthened as a false memory. This process is often
helped along by friends and family, who demand more and more detailed
accounts of what happened, and even prompt them with leading questions:
‘Were there aliens there? What colour were they? Did they have big eyes like
in the movies? Even questions can be enough to lead to a false memory.

So we have a good understanding of why people believe they have been
taken by aliens, and we can tie the modern myths of alien abduction in with
earlier myths of demons or monsters. There is no good evidence at all that
this planet has ever been visited by aliens from outer space (or, for that
matter, by monsters or demons of any kind). But we are still left with the
question of whether there actually are living things on other planets. Just
because they haven't visited us doesn't mean they don't exist. Could the same
process of evolution, or even a very different process that perhaps resembles
our kind of evolution only slightly, have occurred on other planets as well as
ours? Nobody knows. There is no direct evidence. One of the great virtues of
science is that scientists know when they don't know the answer to something.

They cheerfully admit that they don't know.
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1. People in ancient times generally did not create stories about space

aliens because they

@ had poor imaginations
@ helieved that life could not be supported on other planets
@ felt that it would upset the gods

® had such a limited idea of the size of the universe

2. Compared to ‘primitives, modern people living in urban areas are

@ more likely to believe in demons and ghosts
@ less likely to feel lonely
® more likely to think that aliens exist elsewhere in the universe

@ less likely to dream of myths or legends

3. In the third paragraph, the author gives

@ an extreme example of a group of people whose irrational beliefs
led to tragedy

®@ a passionate account of why comets, such as Hale-Bopp, should not
be taken for granted

(® a warning to consumers about the dangers of buying cheap
telescopes

@® an urgent alert to read warning labels on all medication to avoid

accidental poisoning



4. People who claim to have been kidnapped by aliens have

@ poor evidence to back up their beliefs
@ previously traveled to outer space on missions of exploration
® a medical condition that makes them bleed from the ears

@® pretended to be aliens themselves

5. Accounts of ‘alien abductions’

@ lack the detail and richness of the ancient Greek myths

@ were criticised by Americans, who are too logical to believe in
aliens

® have started only recently, so we can talk to people who believe
they were abducted

® could not deny the experiments designed to disprove them

6. ‘Memories of the abductions that people claim to have experienced

are

D always so vivid that psychologists are convinced that the events
really happened

@ inaccurate because of the shock caused in the experiments
conducted by aliens

(® wiped clean by psychologists such as Susan Clancy

@ sometimes not available until therapists help them ‘remember’



7.

The author contends that people who think they have been captured

by aliens

10.

(D have had false memories purposely planted ‘in their minds by
aliens

@ have been influenced by media images of abductions

® are lying in order to have the chance to appear on TV

@® have forgotten the memory of an actual incident

Sleep paralysis

(@ happens when you cannot see your bedroom but you can move
@ is rare among humans
(® sometimes causes people to wallk while they are still asleep

@® may be frightening, but is not uncommon

Those who suffer from sleep paralysis usually see

@ science fiction fans
@ things based on past fears or legends
® family members or friends in alien space vehicles

® movies featuring aliens with huge eyes

The reading passage concludes with the notion that

(@ aliens do not exist because those who believe in them cannot be
trusted

@ it is possible that aliens exist, but we cannot say for sure

@ if aliens exist, they must have evolved very differently from us

@ science is not likely to ever know the answers to any important

questions
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William Shakespeare is one of the most influential writers in the English
language. Through his plays we can see that our ancestors are not inferior to
us; they do not lack intelligence, wit or courage. In Shakespeare we can see
that the 16th-century creative intelligence is equal to our own. His ability and
desire to achieve becomes understandable when we see what prejudices he
had to overcome as the son of a mere glove maker. Through his wit and hard
work Shakespeare made his way in society. He paid little attention to the

(1
prejudices of high-ranking people in society, always wanting to become one of

those people and yet always understanding why he could never be one of

them. For example, he didn't have a university education and could not take
advantage of family connections.

History is not really about the past; it is about understanding mankind
over time. Within that simple story of change and survival there are a
thousand contrasts, and within each of those contrasts there is a range of
experiences, and if we put our minds to it, we can relate to each one. Such a
complex picture of the human race is a far deeper one than an understanding
based on a reading of today’'s newspapers: the image of mankind in the mirror
of the moment is a relatively shallow one. Actually, it is only through history

(2)
that we can see ourselves as we really are. It is not enough to study the past

for its own sake and work out the facts; it is necessary to see the past in

relation to ourselves. Otherwise studying the past is merely an academic

exercise.
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11. Thisis ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) (o)
the whole city.

@ highest @ doubt ® the
@ in ® without ® building
12. Having taken more than a year to prepare, Tom ( ) ( )
( YO % ) ( ) ( ) being opened in his hometown.
@ excited @ about ® shop
@ is ® cake ® his



13. Thank you very much for the information, but I have ( )

( ) %) ( ) ( ) ( ) down now.

@it @ to ® which
@ write ® on ® nothing

14. My friend Eric is so handsome that, if you saw him walking down the

street, you could ( ) ( ) ( ) (%) ( )
( ) a famous movie star.

@ assuming @ be ® for

@ forgiven ® he ® was

15. The first person to write major works of literature in ordinary educated
English was Daniel Defoe in the 18th century, and it is remarkable

C ) ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) changed

since.
@ little @ has ® language
@ English ® how ® the
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If you could do any part-time job, what would it be? Give reasons for your

answer.
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16.

17.

18.

The common ancestor of modern-day lions lived around

years ago.

@ 12, 000 @ 24,000 ® 124, 000 @ 112,000

The group of lions most in danger of extinction lives in

® Eastern and Southern Africa

® North Africa

® Central and West Africa and India
@ Iran

One reason it has been difficult to study the history of lions is that they

@ are very dangerous
® have left few bones and remains in tropical areas
® are at risk of extinction

@ evolved into two groups



19. Dr. Ross Barnett and his team of scientists compared lions living in Asia

and Africa with examples of lions in

@ zoos ® museums

® forests @ Durham University

20. The Barbary lion lived in

@ Iran ®@ India
® South Africa @ North Africa
21. Modern lions first left Africa about years ago.
@ 124, 000 @ 51, 000 ® 21,000 @ 5,000

22. Dr. Barnett was surprised to find how similar the Barbary lion is to
living lions from
® Iran ® India
® South Africa @ West Africa

23. It is definitely known that Barbary lions looked different from other

lions because they

@ were much larger @ had different coloured eyes

® had longer and narrower faces @ had pointed ears

24. Barbary lions are now

@ definitely extinct @ living in Tunisia
@ living in the San Diego Zoo ® most likely extinct

25. Dr. Barnett thinks it may be possible to introduce Indian lions to

@ all of Africa @ Western Africa
® North Africa @® South Africa
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

David sat on the chair with his arms ( ).

® fold ® folded

® been folding @ being folding

( ) all her sorrow, Jill behaved cheerfully.

@ At @ On ® Toward @ Despite
( ) wants to come to the party must bring a present.

(® Whenever @ Wherever ® Whoever @ However
A dormitory is a company or university hall ( ) residence.

® by @ at @ of @ in

If Bill had worked harder, he would not ( ) the examination.
@ failed @ have failing

® been failed @ have failed



21. All things ( ), I am still against Susan traveling alone for a vear.

@ considered @ considering
® consider @® consideration
22. The unemployment rate in this country is at its lowest level ( )
7 years.
@ on ®@ in ® since ® amid
23. Unfortunately, many children are reported ( ) injured in the

traffic accident.

@ to being @ have being
® to having been @ to have been

24. Nancy could not attend the meeting because of an unexpected

( ) to her flight.

@ delay @ rely @ relieve ® deny

25. After being away from the game for three months ( ) to an

injury, Bob attempted to get back on the team.

@ hurt @ reason ® caused @ due
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