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Animals such as wolves and apes live i two realities. On the one hand,

they are familiar with things that exist outside them, such as trees, rocks and .

rivers. On the other hand, they are aware of internal experiences such as fear,

joy and desire. Humans, in contraét, live in a reality that has three levels. In

* addition to trees, rivers, fears and desires, the human world is also populated

with the complex products of their mind — such abstract human concepts as
gods, nations and corporations. Stories have been created and spread about
the founding, history and operations of these mental products. It can be

argued that, in many ways, complicated human concepts like Christianity, the

United Nations and Apple Inc, for example, have come to play a larger role in

shaping the deepest worries and desires of human beings than any aspect of

the natural world.
Since new technologies of the twenty-first century are likely to make such
a world of ideas and the resulting stories only more potent, understanding our

future requires understanding how the ideas and stories originating from the

human 'mind' have Agained so much power. The basic abﬂities‘ of individual -

humans have not changed much since the Stone Age (the period before

written history). But the networks, or what might be called a web of stories,
has expanded tremendously from the Stone Age to the Computer Age.

It all began about 70,000 yeafs ago, when humaﬁs started to talk about
things that existed only in their own imagination. This is called the_ Cognitive
(thought) ReVoluﬁon. For the following 60,000 years, humans constructed
~many ﬁctionél webs, but these remained small and local. The spirit of an
important ancestor, respected by one tribe, was completely unknown to its
neighbours, and shells from the sea-—valuable in one area— became
worthless once you crossed the nearby mountain range. As long as humans

remained hunter—gatherers (people who both hunted and gathered food), they
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“could not cooperate on a truly massive scale because it was impossible to feed

a city or a kingdom by hunting and gathering. As a result, the ghosts, fairies .
and demons 6f the Stqne Age were relatively weak.

Thé Agricultural Revolution, which began about 12,000 years . ago,
provided the. Anecessary material baée for énlarging and strengthening the
networks of abstract thoughts and ideas. Farming made it possible to feed
thoﬁsands of people in crowded cities and thousands of soldiers in Weﬂ-trained'
armies. However, the web of ideas and stories then encountered a new
problem. In ordef to spread the collective. myths and organise mass
cooperatidh, the early farmers relied on the ability of the human brain to
process data, which was limited. Farmers believed in stories about great gods.
They built temples to their favourite god, heid festivals in his honour, offered
him sacrifices and gave him lands and presents; In the first cities of ancient

Sumer (in present-day Irag), about 6,000 years ago, the temples were not just

places for prayer, but also the most important centres of political and economic

activity. The gods of Sumer fulfilled a fuhction similar to modern brands and
corporations in that they were able to own property, lend money, hire
employees and start economic énterprises. In some areas, the gods could even
own fields and slaves, giVe and receive loans, pay salaries and build dafns and
canals. Since the gods never died, and since they had no children to fight over
money that would have been-left to them, they gathered more and more
property and powef.

An increasing number of the residents of Sumer found ‘themselves

' employed by the gods, taking loans from the gods, growing crops on the gods’

lands and owing taxes to the gods. Just as in present-day San Francisco, John
is emploﬁfed by Google while Mary works for Microsoft, S0 in Uruk—a city in’
ancient Sumer — one person was employed by the great god Enki while his
neighbour worked for the goddess Inanna. The templeé of Enki and Inanna

stood out in Uruk, and their divine symbols (like today's trademarks) branded



~ buildings, products and clothgs. For the people of Sumer, Enki and Inania
were as real as Google and Microsoft are real for us.. Compared to their
predecessors — the ghosts and spirits of the Stone Age —these gods were
very powerful, ‘ .

It goes without sajring that the gods did not\é.ctually' run their businesses,
~for the simple reason that they did not exist anywhere except in the human
imagination. Day-to-day activities were managed by the temple priests (just
és Google and Microsoft need to hire flesh-and-blood humans to manage tﬁeir
business affairs). However, as the gods acquired more and more property and
power, the priests could not cope. They may have represented the fnighty sky
‘god or the all-knowing eartﬁ goddes‘s,vbut they themselves were human beingé,
capable of making mistakes. They had difficulty remembering all the lands
belonging to the goddess Inaﬁna, which of Inanna’g employees‘h_ad received
their salary al_ready, which of the goddess’ tenants had féiled to pay rent and
what interest rate the goddess charged thoée who owed money to her. This
was one of the main reasons whﬁ in Sumer, before the dawn of the Wriften
word and the use of money, like éverﬁrwhere else around the world, human
cooperative networks could not grow much, eveﬁ thousands of years after the
Agricultural Revolution. There were no huge kingdoms, no extensive trade
networks and no universal religions.

This obstacle was finally removed- about 5000 years ago, when the

Sumerians (residents of Sumer) invented both writing and money. These
| twin developments—borri to the same parents at the same time and in the
same place —broke the data-processing limitations of the "human brain.
Writing and moneyvmade it possible to start collecting taxes from hundreds of
thousands of people, td organise complex bureaucracies and to establish vast
kingdoms.  In Sumer these kingdoms were managed in the name of the gods
by human priest-kings. In the neighbouring Nile Valley people went a step

further, combining the priest-king with the god to create a god who was also
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human and who was called ‘pharaoh’.

The Egyptians considered pharaoh to be an actual god rather than just a
holy assistant to the god — which was what the priest-kings of Sumer were
limited to. The whole of Egypt belonged to the pharaoh, and all people had to

obey his orders and pay his taxes. ju‘st as in the Sumerian temples, it was also

‘ the case in the Egypt of the pharaohs that the god did not manage his buéiness

empire by himself. Some pharaohs were hérsh rulers, Whﬂe others were
gentle and passed their days at banquets and.festivals, but in both'cases the
practical work of governing Egypt was left to kthous‘ands of officials. Just like
any other human, pharaoh had a biolpgical body with biolpgical needs, desires
and erﬁotions. But the biological pharaoh was. of little impoftance. The real
ruler of the Nile Valley was an imagined pharaoh that existed in the stories
millions of Egyptians told one another.

Wﬁﬂe pharaoh sat in his palace in the cap‘ital city of Memphis, eating
grapes and enjoying the company of his wives, pharaoh’s officials traveled
across the kingdom from the Mediterranean shore to the Nubian Desert, The
bureaucrats calculated thé taxes each village had to pay, wrote them In a sort
of recdrd book and sent them to Memphis. When a written order came from'
Memphis to recruit soldiers to the army or workers for some construction
project, the bfﬁcials gathered the necessary men. .They calculated how many

kilograms of wheat the pharaoh’s grain storage facilities contained, how many

~ work days were required to clean the canals and how many ducks and pigs to

send to Memphis so that pharaoh’s family could eat well. Even when the living

god died, and his body was prépared for the life after death and carried in a

showy funeral march to the pharaoh’s necrdpolis (final resting place) outside »

Memphis, the bureaucracy kept going. The officials continued keeping their

~ written records, collecting taxes and sending orders.

If the Sumerian gods remind us of present-day company brands, so the

living-god pharaoh can be compared to modern personal brands such as Elvis
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Presley, Madonna or - Justin Bieber. Just like pharaoh, " Elvis, too, had a
biological body, complete with biological needs, desires and emotions. Elvis ate
and drank and slept. Yet Elvis was much more than a biological body. Like
pharaoh, Elvis — known to his fans as ‘the King’'—was a story, a myth, a
brand — and the brand was far more important than the biological body.
During Elvis's lifetime, the bfand. earned millions of dollars selling records,
tickets and posters, but only a small fraction of the necesséry work was done
by Elvis in person. Instead, most of it was done by a small army of managers,
lawyers, producefs and secretaries. Consequently, when the biological Elvis
died, for the brand it was business as usual. Even today, fans still buy Elvis's
posters and albums, and more thé.n half a million fans per year visit Graceland,‘

Elvis Presley’s necropolis in Memphis, Tennessee.
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1. The text claims that ‘ are absent from the world of

‘wolves and apes.
@ external things, such as trees, rocks and rivers
‘@ abstract notions, such as nations, gods and corporations
® fear, joy and desire | '

® humans



2. According to the passage, while the fundamental - capabilities of

individuals have not cheinged since the Stone Age,

(@ the human mind has been reduced in power -
@ humans have stopped creating unrealistic stories
® the network of stories has increased greatly

@® computers have made it easier for us to reject history

3. When human activity was confined mainly to hunting and -gathering,

@ ghosts, fairies and demons became stronger.

@ people were not able to tell interesting s‘tories‘

® humans had difficulty maintaining good relationéhips with their
neighbours -

@ cooperation at a huge scale was unachievable

4. The Agricultural Revolution led to

(@ an expansion of the networks of abstract thoughts
@ a move away from the belief in gods
®@ soldiers getting caught in the webs put up to protect fields

@ food shortages due to people crowding into cities

5. The gods of anciént Sumer

@ formed corporations in order {0» get higher profits

@ did not allow anything but prayer to go on in their temples
® had children who faced extremely high inheritance taxes
functioned not so differently from modern-day brands



6. According to the sixth paragraph of the text, temple priests

) @ were not éapable of making mistakes béeause the gods supported
them V
@ had trouble remembering such> details -as who had been baid and
who owned the land - |
® could not cooperate because of disagreements about which god
was superior-
@ created large kingdoms, wideranging trade networks and

universal religions

7. The inventions of writing and money made it possible for

@ the collection of taxes from large numbers of people to begin
@ the pharaoh to be exposed as a terrible ruler

® bureaucracies to be simplified, or eliminated completely

@® Sumerians to print money using the latest in data—p:ocessing "

technology

8. The pharaoh- 'differed from the- pﬁest—kings of Sumer in that

@ the former was always harsh
@ the former only lived in the imaginations of people
-~ (® the latter were not considered o be gods themselves

@ the latter were gods who controlled Egypt



9.

10.

When the pharaoh died,

@ officials continued to collect taxes .

. @ the bureaucracy came to a complete halt

® his death was not noticed

@ no more written records were kept

Just like the pharaoh, Elvis

@ had to do most of the neé'eésary work to earn a big profit

@ could cdmpletely ignore his biological needs, desires and emotions
® had followers who abandoned him after his death

@ could be considered a myth or a brand
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The noﬁon that art has a role in rebalancing us emotionally promised to
answer the complicated question of why people differ so much in their artistic
tastes. Why are some people drawn to abstract art and others to the
Renaissance? Why- are some people‘ excited by plain walls and others by
ﬂowér patterns? Our tastes will depend on oﬁr range of erhotions that lie in
shadow and need to be stimulated and émphasized. We hunger for artworks
that will make up for our inner weakness énd help us to be balanced
emotionally. ~We call a work beautiful when it supplies the positive

(1)
characteristics we are missing, and we reject as ugly one that forces on us

moods that we feel threatened by. Art gives the promise of emotional balance.

It is not only individu_als who can use art to supply what is missing fmm
life. Groups of people, and even whole societies, might look to art to balance
their existence. The German poet and phﬂosopher Friedrich Schiller
developed this idea in an essay. He was curious about the fact that in ancient
Greece, artists and dramatists had paid little attention to landscape. Schiller
argued that this made sense because of the way they lived._ They spent their
daYs outside; they lived in small cities with seas ahd mountains close by. He

said, ‘the Greeks had not lost nature in themselves. Therefore, he conéluded,

‘they had no great desire to create objects external to them in which they

could récover it! Tt follows from this that art that pays a great deal of
(2)
attention to the natural world would be prized only when there was some

special need for it.
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11. ( ) the French Revolution ( - ) 1789 ( )

(% ) change that swept across Europe and created the poﬁﬁcal
landscape in ( ) we live today. '
@ a @ began ®in.
@ which : : ® with
12. The ( ) of the kReyolution ( ) the ( _ ) which
( % ) ( | ) Eﬁrope’s pblitical, social and economic structure.
~ @ challenged @ defined » ® had

@ idea ® institutions




. 13. This progressive thought ( ) previously ( ) (% )

( ) ( ) the era’s turn toward modernity.
© and v @ marks ® of
® unheard . ® was . »
14. The post-Revolutionary period saw the radicalization of ( )
( ). particularly (% ) ( ) of ( - ) support.
(® diminishing @ ideass ® in
@ its . ® light

15. Disputes regarding ideology originated in the 19th century and grew in
the next, ( ) Cox ) 0 )« ) ( ).

®a - @ conflict - ® leading
@ to ® worldwide

BBV | ROBMICOVT, OEREORLERE L&V, BEAE(ZNI)E

EH,

What super powers would you like to have and how would you use them? '
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16. ( ) from a distance, the building looks like a castle.

@»Seem‘ing- @ Seemed R ® Seeing " @ Seen
17. ( ) seéms easy at ~ﬁrst qften turns out to be difficult.

O ® That ® What ® Which
18. Clean water is no ( ) necessary toAgood health thgn fresh air.

@ most' @ better. @ further @ less
19. My mother is an expert when it comes ( ) Itglian food.

® tocook - ® to cooking

@ of cooking | ' @ of being cooked |
20. In China, 5eauty ( 7 ) to Wealth, longevity, talent, and a good
A reputation. ‘ 7

@ remarks . @ regards

® refers ‘ @® researches
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21. He knows little of mathematics, ( ) of chemistry.

@ still less ‘ @ still more

® no less than : @ as well
22. Beauty is associated ( . ) pleasure, which influences persoﬁal

choices and cultural developments.
@ of @ on ® over @ with

23. Tt is uncertain whether the store can be successful, ( ) the

country’s economy struggling with weak prices.

@ if © although @ over ® with
.24. ( o .) last night was very comfortable.
.@ Thé bed I slept . @ The bed I slept in
@ The bed in that I slept @ The bedinlI §1ept
25. ( | ) his assistance in those fiays; I would not be so succeséful now.
® If it had not for‘ © @ If there were not

(® Had it not been for ® Unless I had









