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To echo a popular slogan, “we can't know where we're going, unless we
know where we've been.” ‘For this reason it is essential that we take a brief
look at the accomplishrﬁénts and setbacks, or problems, broadcast journalism
has faced during its history. But first let's tfy to define the term, “broadcast
journalism.” Sirnply_ put, broadcast journalism is the reporting of news and
opinions to multiple listeners at the same time in various locations. It is
difficult to pinpoint the first actual broadcast, that is, the sending of messages
through the air or by wire to multiple locations, but broadcasts were made
through electric wires as early as the 1860s. '

Another problem is that historians disagree about what exactly a
broadcast is. Certainly a wireless radio communication, particularly over a.
network, is a broadcast, but should we also include wire and cable

’ commuriicatio_ns networks under the category of broadcasts? Probably so, but
it is certain that the first broadcast technology that had widespread impact
was through wireless radio signals. It would be a long time before general
radio bi’oadcasting was achieved and even longer before broadcast news and
broadcast journalism would become a common and daily feature of widespread
radio programming. . Though radio was devéloped by inventors internationally,
‘the broad development and distribution of radio news or journalism happened
first in the United States in the early 20th century.

Broadcast journalism was born from a technology that was entirely new to
humankind and was therefore an entirely unique and powerful way of
comm'unicating, one that expanded over large networks and vast areas
eventually to reach millions of people. It is generally accepted by. most
historians of broadcast journalism that the first radio newscast occurred in
1909 in San Jose, California—somé 40 miles south of San Francisco. There,

Dr. Charles David Herrold built a tiny experimental radio and hooked it to an
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antenna which was - strung over downtown streets between the numerous
buildings. Over this spider web of steel, the good doctor broadcast news and
other programs’ to friends in the area to whom he had provided free radio sets
that used a crystal to make sounds. As documented by Professor Gordon Greb
of San Jose State College's Department of Journalism, Herrold's tiny station
* (later called KOW) preceded the more Well-know_n radio pioneer KDKA of
Pittsburgh which went on the air in 1920 and now lays claim to being the first
radio station. ‘

Regardless of which station was first, the broadcast industry as we know
it began its rapid growth during the 1920s; by 1922 there were some 600
stations on the air. Two years later, that number had more than doubled to
some 1400, most of which functioned as a way of promoting electronics
companies. The stations offered music, entertainment by famous performers,
and other material to amuse the small number of faithful listeners. Al of this
was financed by the electrical companies that owned the stations. At that time
there were no commercials, because now well-known and giant companies,
such as.General Electric and Westinghouse, then used radio to further the sale
of radios, their prime source of income in their early days.

Despite Herrold's early attempts in San Jose to broadcast news rather
than merely entertainment, there was practically no attempt made in the early
days to do any type of news reporting over the radio on a regular basis. But
on rare occasions there were news broadcasts of special e\}ents. In August
1920, a station in Detroit, Michigan, broadcast the progress of a major election
Vin Michigan. In the same year, KDKA of Pitts’burgh covered the progress of
the election of Warren Harding for'U:.S. president. Within the next two years
groups of stations periodically. formed special networks, linked by telephone
lines, to provide coverage of special events. Twelve stations formed a network
to cover the Republican National Convention in 1924. A year later, 21 stations

joined forces to carry President Coolidge's first speech to the people after he
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was elected, this from the steps of the US Capitol buﬂding in Washington, D.C.

But the idea of network radio was not yet firmly established. These
special networks were created for one time only and stopped existing after the
event. It wasn't until November 15, 1926, that network radio became a
permanent part of the broadcasting industry when the National Broadcasting
Company (NBC) began serving 25 members of .its network. ‘The Columbia
Broadcasting System (CBS) came into existence with 16 stations eight
months later in September 1927.

- With the rising popularity of radio and its ability to present on-the-spot
reports of news events, newspapers began to suffer from loss of advertising
revenue. Potential advertisers soon realized that radio was attracting large
numbers of faithful listeners who were potential buyers of their products. To
try and prevent this shift of audience and advertising, newspaper owners got
together with the three press associations (United Press, Associated Press,
and the International News Service) to establish a restrictive news policy
against radio. The competition between print and broadcast got so intense
that at one point all three services refused to sell any of their news to radio.
In response, radio increased its live coverage of special events such as the
arrival of Charles Lindbergh, the famous airplane pilot who was first to fly
across the Atlantic, in Washington, D.C., in 1927.

Desperate for day-to-day coverage of news events, radio sponsored the
formation of new news-gathering organizations to supply news just for radio;
companies such as Trans-radio News Sérvice and the Press-Radio News
Service enjoyed a few years of financial success during the press service .ban.
The press association boycott against radio news was relatively shortlived as
complaihts increased from the public against the ban.

Finally' in 1933, the American Newspaper Publisher's Associétion (ANPA)
gave permission to newspaper-owned radio stations to broadcast a limited

amount of news association reports — but only if listeners and readers were
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urged to read their local nevvspape:;for further details. The restriction j had
been removed, and by 1935, large news agencies began seﬂing news. on a
regular basis to radiQ stations. The Associated Press held out until 1941, but it
too actﬁaﬂy supplied news through its separate Press Association service.
To‘day, of course, both large news agencies, the Associated Press (AP) and
United Press International (UPI), have radio news divisions Which service the
broadcasting industry; the International News Service no longer exists because
it is now part of UPL

During the last half of the 1930s, the networks consolidated their news
operations, established permanént programs, and created the audience habit of
listening to broadcast news coverage. Looking back on the beginnings of
broadcast journalism, after a slow étart, radio netwoi’ks quickly developed
national and international news networks and programming. These
relationships would provide a template for the era of television network news

that would also rise quickly in the following years.
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1. What does the author think about the history of broadcast journalism?
(D That we cannot understand the history of broadcasting unless we -
* consider first the history of journalism.
@ That there were more setbacks or ﬁroblems | than
- accomplishments.
® To identify the exact date of the first broadcast, one first has to

define what a message is.

@ That to understand broadcast journalism, one should examine the

history of broadcasting.

2. According to the author, one problem in defining the term “broadcast

journalism” is that

. broadcast journalism is not directly connected to wireleés radio
broadcasting |

®@ broadcast journalism is difficult to distinguish from general radio
broadcasting

® 'historians do not agree on what a broadcast is exactly

@ historians often confuse the term broadcast with the term

network



3. Most historians accept the fact that the first newscast happened

@ near San Francisco

@ over a large antenna that connected San Jose to a college in San
‘Francisco |

® in Pittsburgh, even if the first radio station was in San Jose

@ -after a spider web was built that attached cables to radios

4. The number of early radio stations increased quickly in the 1920s

. because

(@) they were financed by private electric companies to promote the
sale of radios

@ stations learned how to promote General Electric and other large
companies with commercial breaks

® large electronic compaﬁies -wished to promote the entertainment
indus’;ry to large audiences

@ electronics companies started many new stations as a public

service

5. In the early days of radio, broadcast news was

@ almost but not quite as popular as music and entertainment
@ rare in radio, except for the occasional coverage of political events
® common in Pittshburgh but not in other cities

@ common in Detroit but not in Pittsburgh




6. What had to happen for broadcast news to become a regular feature
of radio broadcasts?
(D Networks of member stations had to be brought together to form
broadcasting companies.
@ Networks had to be encouraged to focus only on elections and
~ special events.
® Networks had to be feduced to 25 members to work . efficiently.
@ Networks had to begin sharing the news raf.her fhan competing

for news stories.

7. What happened after lafger radio networks were established?

(D Major press agencies like the United Press immediately became
partners with new radio networks.

@ Radjo‘ networks were blocked for a period by newspapers and
news agencies from reporting special events.

@‘ Radio networks began to draw advertisers away from newspapers,
causing newspapers to restrict news from radio.

@ Radio networks began to draw many advertisers and soon began

to share profits from advertising with newspapers.

8. One advantage that radio networks had over print journalism was

that

® radio networks were not very interested in day-to-day coverage of
events

@ radio networks were able to sponsor their own agencies to help
them cover big events as they were happening .

® radio networks were able to restrict newspapers from reporting on
big events

@ there was strong public pressure in support of press.associations



9. Over time print news agencies.

@ eventually failed while large radio news agencies succeeded

@ continued into the current time to block news from radio stations

® eventually began to sell news to radio stations and in some cases
formed radio news divisions themselves

@ estabﬁshed a rule that only newspapers that had their own radio

stations could restrict news from radio networks:

10.- What does this article conclude abput broadcast journalism on radio
networks? |

(D Broadcast journaﬁsm on radio networks had a slow start because
of television. -

@ After a slow start radio broadcast news networks quickly
expanded and became_ a template for television network news.

® Radio broadcast news networks would have expanded into
television networks much sooner if radio networks had consolidated
during the 1930s.

@ Television networks expanded more quickly than radio broadcast
news networks because television networks were not blocked by

radio news agencies.
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Work on the history of interpreting in its many different forms and

settings has just begun. Because of the absence of reliable records, some
(1)
historical details will probably never be known, especially about those periods

when some languages had high prestige at the expense of others. It is well

known, for instance, that the ancient Greeks had little respect for the
languages of other nations, referring to them as “barbarian.” In ancient Egypt
and Rome, too, other languages were held in low esteem, with the consequence
that the elite made no effort to Iéarh such Ianguagés, except Greek. And yet
as early as 3000 BC the Egyptians had a hieroglyph signifying “interpreting.”
At various periods in history, a lingua fraﬁca, a language that is adopted
as a cdmmon language between speakers whose native languages are different, -
would emerge as a medium of communication between people speaking
different languages. This was the case for Latin, in particular, which was not
only the language of the Church, science and letters, bﬁt also of diplomaqy in
Europe until the seventeenth century. | To some extent, Italian, and later
French, played a similar role, as did Arabic in Africa, and English, French,
Portuguese, and Spanish in the colbnial empires.. However, these languages

. . (2)
were limited to certain areas or social groups, and as soon as armies, traders,

explorers, or missionaries went beyond the confines of their culture,

interpreters were needed. The Romans, for example, used interpreters in the

administration of their conquered- territories and in their campaigns on the

frontiers of their vast empire.
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11. The reasom ( % ) ( ) a long time was ( )
( ) ( ) slightly different from the current one.
@ it @ the map @ that
@ was ® took
12, The news will () ( ) () ( ) ( )

you approach exercise and diet.

@ to ® how ® cause
@ change ® you




13. Even if the things found in ancient graves ( ) ( . )

( ) part of the dead person’s possessions in life, they ( % )
( ) by one or more persons at the time of the funeral.
@ were © @ have ® selected
@ may : ® been
14. We ( )« ) (% ) not ( ) this chapter,
because it won't ( ) covered in the exam.
® as ‘ ® be @ well
@ study ® might
15. These flowers (' ) ( ‘_) through the winter more

( ) ( ) ¢ )

@ last @ will @ not
@ often (® than
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In your opinion, what is the greatest invention in human history? Explain

why you think so.
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16. I could have done it for you if you { ).

@ ask me to @ asked to
® had asked me to @ have asked me
17. Peter ran ( ) an old friend on the street.
@ into @ on @ up ® in
18. A star is normally put on the top of a Christmas tree, ( ) the
birth of Jesus.
@ symbolizing : @ symbolizes
® symbolize @ symbolized
19. The TV program devoted ( - ) to debates about the current

economic situation.

@ much of its time . @ most of time
® many of its time @ much times
20. The charity was ( ) to raise money for people in need.
@ find ® founding ® founded @ finding




21. We lived from ( ) to mouth, never .kml)w'ilig where. the next

" meal was coming from.

@ nose ® hand . ® brow @ cheek

22. The proposal has not been widely adopted ( ) due to the
difficulty of implementing it.

@ in terms @ in part ® with feason» @ for short
23. No soonef ( ) they megt than they fell in love with each other.
® had ® have @ @ it
24. Goi‘ng to a famous university doesn't make you a professor (- )

more than going to a garage makes you a car.

@ none @ an& @ still @ as

25. Plastics (= ) of many traditional materials such as wood.
@ has taken charge ® have been granted
® has ruled the world @® have taken the place






