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In 1542, Francisco de Orellana led the first European voyage down the
(#E1)
Amazon River. During this intrepid voyage the expedition met a lot of resistance

from the local Indians; in one particular tribe the women warriors were so fierce
that they drove their male warriors in front of them with spears. Thus the river

(7)
was named after the famous women warriors of the Greek myths, the Amazons.

This makes I'rancisco de Orellana one of the unluckiest explorers of that age, as
normally the river would have been named after him. This voyage also inspired
our almost mystical Wondelj about the greatest river and the largest area of
rainforest in the world, something we still feel today.

The Amazon River discharges approximately 20% of all fresh water carried to
the oceans. The Amggon drainage é:%sfn)) is the world’s largest, covering an area

of 7,050,000 square kilometres, about the size of Europe. The river is a product

of the Amazon monsoon, which every summer brings huge rains. This also
()

produces the spectacular expanse of rainforest, which supports the greatest

diversity and largest number of species of any area in the world. The Amazon

rainforest is also important when it ( ) to the future of global warming, as
()
it is a huge natural store of carbon. Up until recently, it was thought that an

established rainforest such as the Amazon had reached maturity and thus could
(F3) :
not take up any more carbon dioxide. Experiments in the heart of the Amazon

rainforest have shown this could be wrong and that the Amazon rainforest might
be sucking up an additional 5 tonnes of atmospheric carbon dioxide per hectare

per year. This is because plants react favourably to increased carbon dioxide:
(E4)

because it is the raw material for photosynthesis, the more of it the better. So

()

having more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere acts like a fertilizer, stimulating

plant growth. Because of the size of the Amazon rainforest, it seems that

presently it is taking up a large percentage of our atmospheric carbon dioxide

pollution, about three-quarters of the world’s car pollution. But things could
() i
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change in the future.

Global climate models developed at the Met Office Hadley Cgﬁt?é suggest
that global warming by 2050 could have increased the winter dry season in
Amazonia. ( 103 ) the Amazon rainforest ( 104 ) survive, it requires not only

)
a large amount of rain during the wet season hut a relatively short dry season so

that it does not dry out. According to the Hadley Centre model, global warming
could cause the globa]_ climate to shift towards a more El Niﬁ(ﬁﬂit}é state with a
much longer South Aftllzlerican dry season. Hence, the Amazon rainforest could
no longer survive aﬁd would be replaced by savannah (dry grassland), which is
found both to the east and south of the Amazon basin today. This replacement
would occur because the extended dry periods would lead to forest fires
destroying large parts of the rainforest. This would also return the carbon
stored in the rainforest back into the atmosphere, accelerating global warming.
The savannah would then take over those burnt areas, as it is adapted to coping
with the long dry season, but savannah has a much lower carbon storage
potential per square kilometre than rainforest. So the Amazon rainforest at the
moment might be helping to reduce the amount of pollution we put into the
atmosphere, but ultimately it may cause global warming to accelerate at an

(ii)
unprecedented and currently unpredicted rate.

(#£1) intrepid = BRDH 5

(i 2) drainage basin = wils, ki

(#£3) carbon dioxide = (bR

(£ 4) photosynthesis = J&& %
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they drove their male warriors in front of them with spears (FEEHE 1)
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A. flows into B. gives back C. sends out D. stores up
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A. the drainage basin
B. the Amazon monsoon
C. the Amazon River

D. the size of Europe
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(i) climate (AF&%HEFFS5)
A expedition B. police C. river D. tribe
(i) ultimately (F#%&%6)

A. bury B. business C. ugly D. useful
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[H] READ THE DIALOG AND CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FOR EACH
QUESTION.

Bob:
Emily:
Bob:
Emily:
Bob:
Emily:
Bob:

Emily:
Bob:

Emily:
Bob:
Emily:
Bob:
Emily:
Bob:
Emily:

Bob:

I'm into gardening these days.

Really? I'm surprised. [ thought you were more the indoor type.
That’s not true. I have quite the green thumb.

What are you growing?

The three sisters: corn, beans and squash.

Oh, companion planting!

The corn is a natural pole for the bean vines to climb. The bean adds
nitrogen to the soil and improves the fertility of the plot. The bottom of
the squash vine becomes mulch that covers the soil, and it makes a nice
top that prevents moisture from evaporating. The three complement

each other nutritionally as well as help discourage predators.

That all sounds good, but how scientific is companion planting really?

[ don’t know the scientific literature on the subject but if you ask me, the
proof of the pudding is in the eating. In other words, it works for me.
With careful seed spacing, right timing and varieties, I've been very
successful.

Well, I'm happy for you. Bob, can I ask you something?

Sure, ask me anything.

My house and garden has been infested with ladybugs.

Ladybugs eat aphids.

Aphids?

You know, those tiny soft-bodied bugs that you often see on roses.

Oh, those. Well, I don’t particularly care for those creatures either but
at least they are small. Ladybugs are big and can be scary in large
numbers. How can [ get rid of them naturally?

I read somewhere that bay leaves do the trick. Scatter some all over

_6_



the house and garden and you might be in for a pleasant surprise.

Emily: Really? I hope youre on to something. TI'll give it a go and let you
know the results.

Bob: Please do.

Q 1. A person into gardening (ff%F 5 8)
is very interested in gardening.
. is physically standing inside a garden.

hates all bugs.

o 0w

follows three sisters.

Q 2. A person with a green thumb (##&EFF 9)

. should probably see a doctor.

A

B. uses all his or her fingers.

C. has a talent for growing plants.
D

. studies companions.

Q) 3. Why are corn, beans and squash called the three sisters? (ff&#H 5 10)

. They all come from Europe.

A

B. They all seem to thrive when planted together.
C. They all should be watered at the same time.
D

. They all need little sunlight.

Q 4. High soil fertility (FEEFE 11)

. supports abundant life.

A
B. requires pesticides.
C. provides shade.

D

. doesn’t encourage crop growth.



Q 5. What does “the proof of the pudding is in the eating” mean?

(fEEHF S 12)
To recall or to understand something, you will need to strain mentally.
. When admitting an error, act apologetically.

. Set it aside for later use.

0w p

To fully test something you need to experience it yourself.

Q 6. When a house and garden is infested with ladybugs, (f2&% 5 13)

. it will need to be treated.

A

B. people will visit often.

C. the three sisters will grow quickly.
D

. companion planting has been successful.

Q 7. What does Emily think about aphids? (f#%4%%5 14)
. She can’t stand them.
She thinks they are helpful.

She prefers that they stay away.

o0 w P

She sees them as scary.

Q 8. Why doesn’t Bob recommend using hug spray? (g% % 15)
He doesn’t have any.
Emily wants something organic.

It costs too much.

50w

. That might be a pleasant surprise.



Q 9. “Do the trick” means (F#25%K = 16)
“be effective.”
“be reasonable.”

“he well.”

oo w

. “be liked by the creatures.”

Q10. What is the opposite of scatter? (fF2AHE5 17)

A. Throw.
B. Laugh.
C. Sprinkle.
D. Collect.

Q11. What does Bob mean by “pleasant surprise”? (fEZ%HS 18)

. It was interesting reading.
. The house and garden will do tricks.

The aphids will grow in size.

o oW »

The ladybugs will go away.

Q12. What will Emily do? (fBZ &5 19)

. She will go get tiny aphids.

. She will stop finding big ladybugs.

. She will try bay leaves and let Bob know what happens.

U o % =

. She will read the material, too.
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" {You need to ( 20 ) your password for the software to start.
1)
She couldn’t ( 20 ) the room because the door was locked.

A. enter B. join C. power D. shift

) {Those rules were (21 ) away with ten years ago.
2
I decided to get the dishes ( 21 ) first.

A. been B. done C. gone D. known

) [With a telescope you can ( 22 ) many more stars.
3
Whether you like it or not, you should ( 22 ) the rules.

A. observe B. operate C. organize D. overtake

[The mere (23 ) of the famous actor made the girls excited.
(4)
Walking in the forest, we lost (23 ) of the photographer.

A. appearance B. chance C. sight D. temper

i

2

[The teacher told us a short but ( 24 ) interesting story.
The boy could not keep ( 24 ) while his mother cut his hair.
A. even B. far C. much D. still

" [How many eggs did the hen ( 25 ) last year?
6

As soon as he ( 25 ) on the sofa, he fell asleep.

A. fell B. found C. lay D. put



