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This summer, 1 met a principal who was recently named as the administrator of
the vear in her state.  She was loved and adored by all, but she tokl me she was
leaving the profession.

I screamed, “You can’t leave us,” and she bluntly replied, “Look, if I get an
offer to lead a school system of orphans, 1 will be all over it, but 1 just can’t deal

7
with parents anvmore; they're killing us.”

Unlortunately, this sentiment seems to be hecoming more and more prevalent.
Teday, new teachers remain in our profession an average of just 4.5 vears, and
many of them list “issues with parents” as one of the reasons f(‘)r\throwing in the

(£}
towel,  Word is spreading, and the more negativity teachers receive from parents,
the harder it becomes (o recruit the best and the brightest out of colleges.

So, what can we do to stem the tide? What do teachers really need parents to

)

understand?  For starters®, we are educators, nol nannies®. We are educated
professionals who work with kids every day and often see your child in a different
light than you do. If we give you advice, don't fight it. Take it. and digest it in
the same way you would consider advice from a doctor or lawyer. | have become
used to some parents who just don't want to hear anything negative about their
child, but sometimes if you're willing to take an early warning advice to heart, it can
help you head off an issue that could become much greater in the future.

()
Trust us. At times when T tell parents that their child has a behavior problem,

| can almost see the hairs rise on their backs. They are ready to fight and defend
4}
their chiid, and it is exhausting. One of my biggest pet peeves® is when I tell a

mom something her son did and she turns, looks at him and asks, “Is that {rue?”
Well, of course it's true. [ just told you. And please don't ask whether a
classmate can confirm what happened or whether another teacher might have been
present. It only demeans® teachers and weakens the partnership hetween teacher

and parent,



And if you really want (o help your child be successful, stop making excuses
for them. [ was talking with a parent and her son about his summer reading
assignments, He told me he hadn't started, and [ let him know | was extremely
disappointed because school starts in two weeks.

His mother chimed in and told me that it had been a horrible summer for
them because of lamily issues thev'd been through i fuly. | said | was sorry, but
I couldn’t help but point out that the assignments were given in Mayv,  She quickly
added that she was allowing her child some “fun time” during the summer before
gelting back to school and that it wasn’t his faull the work wasn't complete,

Some parenis will make excuses regardiess of the situation, and they are
raising children who will grow into aduits who twrn towards excuses and do not
create a strong work ethic. I you don’t want your child to end up 25 and jobless,
silling on your couch ealing potato chips, then stop making excuses for why they
aren’t succeeding,  Instead, focus on (nding solutions.

And parents, you know, it’'s OK for your child to get into trouble sometimes.
[t builds character and teaches life lessons,  As teachers, we are vexed® by those
parents who stand in the way ol (hose lessons; we call them helicopter parents

{
because they wanl to swoop in and save their child every time something goes

wrong. [ we give a child a 79 on a project, then that 1s what the child deserves.
Don't set up a time 1o meet with me (o negotiate extra credii for an 80, s a 79,
regardless of whether vou think it shoukd be a B+,

This one may be hard to accept, but vou shouldn't assume that because vour
child makes straight A's he/she is getting a good education.  The truth is, a ol of
times it's the bad teachers who give the easiest grades, because they know by
giving good grades everyone will leave them alone,  Parents will say, “My child has
a great teacher!  He made all A's this vear!?”

Wow. Come on now. In all honesty, it’s usually the best teachers who are

o L AL
Fiving tl}t'l“ik.)x-xfcrst. grades, because they are ralsing expectations,  Yel, when vour

children receive low scores you want to complain and head to the principal’s office.

_.___2.__.



Please, take a step back and get a good look at the landscape. Before you
O ——

. 7] .
challenge those low grades vou feel the teacher has “given” vour child, you might

o)
need to realize your child “carned” those grades and that the teacher you are

complaining about is actually the one that is providing the best education.

And please, be a partner instead of a prosecutor. [ had a child cheat on a test,
and his parents threatened to call a lawver because 1 was labeling him a criminal.
I know that sounds crazy, but principals all across the country are telling me that
more and more lawyers are accompanying parents for school meetings dealing with
their children.

I feel so sorry for administrators and teachers these days whose hands are

s}

completely tied. In many ways, we live in fear of what will happen next. We walk
[§ra]

on eggsheils in a watered-<down education system where teachers lack the courage

to be honest and spealk their minds. I they make a slight mistake, it can become
a major disaster.

My mom just told me a child at a focal school wrote on his face with a
permanent marker. The teacher tried to get it off with a washcloth, and it left a
red mark on the side of his face. The parent called the media, and the teacher lost
her job. My mom, my very own mother, said, “Can you believe that woman did
that?”

[lelt hit in the gut. I honestly would have probably tried to get the mark off

{24
as well.  To think that we might lose our jobs over something so minor is SCAry.

Why would anyone want to enter our profession? Il our teachers continue to feel

threatened and scared, you will rob our schools of our best and handcuff our efforts
(A}

to recruit tomorrow's outstanding educators.

High : Ron Clark, “What teachers really want to tell parents” (CNN.com

September 6, 2011) (—F#ZEE - B LE L)

———
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73 1 will be all over it
1. T will be disappointed with it
2. 1 will be more than happy to accept it
3. 1 will hesitate to give it up

4, 1 will never do it again

{7} stem the tide
1. find out who is to blame
2. help this trend grow
3. predict what will happen

4. stop this tendency

() head off an issue
i. accept an offer

avoid a problem

encourage a child

-

gel accustomed (o a situation

#)  see the hairs rise on their backs
1. see them come to an understanding
2. see them filled with pride
3. see them flare up in anger

4. see them satisfied with my explanation
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stand in the way of those lessons

expose their child to the storms of life
heip their child get a proper education
let thelr child learn by himself/herself

prevent their child from experiencing life

Come on now

Lnough of this nonsense
Good for vou
No problem at all

Why not go ahead

gel a good look at the landscape

appreciate how beautiful it is to trust each other
be cautious not to overlook any small changes
evaluate the whole situation carefully

refax and enjoy the beautiful scenery

challenge those low grades

claim that your child should advance to the next vear
have your child start from the very beginning
protest that vour child’s scores are not good enough

try to increase your child’s motivation

whose hands are completely tied

who are accused of being lazy teachers
who are not allowed to do anything
who are thoroughly admired

who are 100 busy to do anything else

~
e



FH o walk on eggshells

L. are exiremely cautious

b

become more honest

3. make more of an effort

Fo

stand up and fight

{34 felt hit in the gut
1. became tired of it
2. felt relieved to hear that
3. had a stomach ache
4. was terribly shocked
€2 handcufl our efforts

1. deny thal we are doing our best
2. encourage us to try harder

3. help us make it easier

=

restrict what we are trying to do
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(Al Why was the newly appointed administrator leaving her profession?
1. Because it became hard to recruil the best and brightest teachers.
2. Because new teachers would be leaving in 4 or 5 vears,
4. Because she couldn’t stand dealing with the parents.

4. DBecause she was appointed to lead a school of orphans.



{(B) What are helicopter parents?
1. Parents who are willing to help the teachers.
Parents who complain much about their child.

Parents who look down on their child’s teacher.

i S

Parents who stand by to protect their child.

(C) Which is NOT desirable?
1. That parents save their children from difficulties.
2. That parents stop making excuses for their child,
3. That parests support teachers.

4. That parents take teachers’ advice,

{D}  According to the last two paragraphs, which is true?
1. I couldnt believe that a woman had done such a cruel thing to a
child.
2. I'wondered if there hadn't been anything hetter than a washcloth.
3. I was disappointed that even my mother didn't understand how 1 felt.
4. My mother and [ both felt it was regretiable that the teacher lost her

iob.
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(A} When parents are told about something bad their child has done, they...

i. just accept how things are at school.

o

often become envious of other children,
3. tend to doubt what they are told.

4. usually blame themselves for his/her behavior.



(B} As teachers are educated professionals, parents should. ..
1. accepl the advice of a {eacher as they would that of a doctor or
lawyer.
2. first talk to the child before getting advice from the teacher.
3. not take for granted the advice teachers give them.
4. realize the advice of a doctor or lawyer is more valuable than that of a

teacher.

o

The author was disappointed that the child. ..

1. had dene his reading assignments for only two weeks during summer.

2. hadn’t done his reading assignments even though there were only two
weeks remaining.

3. had started his reading assignments just two weeks after the vacation
had begun.

4, was told by his mother that he did not have (o do his reading

assignments.

g

Teachers who easily give high grades often do so because...
L. they are impressed by the greatness of the child’s efforts.
2. they are willing to improve the education system.
3. they just don’t want to be annoyed by the complaints about the
scores.
4. they want to prove themselves to be more enthusiastic than other

teachers,
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Magnetism has fascinated people for hundreds of years, ever since the
discovery of lodestones —— rocks containing magnetite®.  Because lodestones had
the unusual ability to attract iron, philosophers speculated that these materials
might have other wonderful properties as well.  Interest in the healing properties of

{7
magnets became widespread during the Middle Ages, when many  Luropean

physicians thought that lodestones might serve to cure such ailments as gout®,
arthritis™, poisoning and baldness.
Despite the fact that the American Medical Association's first alert to its

members about what they calied “mechanical fakes” occurred in The Journal in
{41

1910, a long fist of magnetic products, making a wide variety of claims, have been
fer}

available on the market over the past one hundred years. A 1922 advertisement for

several magnetic devices made this ambitious announcement:

“This is the chance of a lifetime to see the success of science, sense and skili,
which we bring to your door at no exira expense (o you. If you are disgusted with
poisonous drugs and fakes, try this treatment.  They set up vital action in all the

)
organs, tissues and great nerve centers, giving warmth, protection, action and life:

removing all aches, pains, weakness and nervous languor®, Magnetism is the most
cerlain relief for pain known.  If you suffer, come to the office and see what we can
do for you. The only known protection.”

In spite of such bold elaims, there was plenty of reason to believe that magaels
were not as effective as the advertisements claimed.  For example, the February
17, 1928, edition of The Detroit Free Press carried an advertisement for the
Theronoid, a magnetic belt that purportediy® removed harmfu) waste from the hody
arl treated chronic ailments.  According to the advertisement, the Theronoid had
cured Peter J. Clemens of a lifethreatening gall-bladder® infection. But (he
following day, e same newspaper carried an obituary for Mr. Clemens, reporting

that he had died of preumonia®.  Clearly the Theronoid's powers were limited.



Although inferest in magnetic devices faded in the decades that followed, the
b
1990s saw a new surge of mterest in the healing powers of magnels, motivated in

parl by Major League baseball players who told reporters that wearing magnets
improved their strength, speed, and overall performance.  Others have sald that
nmagnets can helptreal a wide variety of physical aflments, including arthritis,
rheumatisim, asthma®, headaches, goul, Insomnia, stress, general aches and pains,
sore muscles, cancer, or problems in the kidneys, liver, lungs. stomach and bowels.
Today, numercus magnetic devices are on the market, often selling for anywhere
from $25 o $100, and sometimes a lot more. Many of these devices fit like
clothing, jewelry or apparel. such as maguetic belts, bracelets, and shoe insoles.
There are also magnetic seat cushions, magnetic coils, and adhesive magnetic
patches.

Scientific researchers have debated whether magnels ever have any permanent
effect on patients, or if the benelils are nothing more than the “placebo effect” (in

i
other words, “the power of suggestion™).  Laboratory researchers have found that

magnetic elds do have a minor biological effect, but magnets are notl effective
)
unless they have a pgauss® measurement of mapgnetic strength of at least 500 -—

much stronger than a regular refrigerator magnel, which has a gauss measurement
of only 10. But many magnetic devices on the market aren’t much stronger than
refrigerator magnets,

Conchuding that there is no scientific evidence that magnets have a permanent,
beneficial effect in the treatment of cancer, or that they will relieve pain bevond a
placebo effect, the Food and Drug Administration has made efforts to stop the sale
of several magnetic devices promoted for pain relief.  In 1991, the International
Medical Research Center of Murrieta, California, paid 340,000 in fines and court

. I
costs and agreed to stop selling magnet devices as medical aids designed to
permanently cure patieuts.  The company had placed s billboard at the intersection
of two interstate highways declaring “Curing Cancer with Super Magnets.”

Promotional matesials pictured the company's owner with a cancer patient who



claimed she had “experienced recovery and remission from her cancer with the
Super Magnets.” But that was not the case. T ragicalty, the woman died of
cancer, and the company’s owner was prosecuted under California’s law that forbids

the marketing and use of unapproved devices for cancer treatment.

HigR - Bob McCoy, Quack!: Tales of Medical Fraud from the Museum of
Questionable Medical Devices (Santa Monica Press, 2000) (— 545 HS - 2578
L#E L)
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(7} the healing properties of magnets
1. the ability of magnets to make people friendly
2. the characteristics of magnets to attract iron
3. the effect of magnets to stimulate philosophical thought

4. the power of magnets for medical treatment

() “mechanical fakes”
1. mechanisms that do not have elfects that they are said to have
2. mechanisms that have proper medical effects on our bodies
3. mechanisms that make products seli well in the market

4. mechanisms that one can earn a commission by selling a product



&) a wide variety of claims
1. assertions that magnetic products can heal a range of diseases and
pains
2. constant protests to the American Medical Association {or promoting
ineffective magnetic goods
3. repealed warnings by the American Medical Association against the
use of magnetic devices

4, various complaints by customers about badly made magnetic devices

£r) They
1. The American Medical Association

The magnelic devices

The poisonous drugs and fakes

4, The successful scientists of the USA

&) interest in magnetic devices faded
1. brokers stopped buying stocks of magnet manufacturing companies
2. customers started to buy magnetic devices for their health
3. magnetic devices graduaily lost their popularity

4, people started to campaign against magnetic devices

{#} in fines
1. as lawyers' fee
2. as monetary penalty
3. in advance

4. with good intentions



(R 2)

(A)

B

VL FOAIBICADKENZ W T, AL ONEIZR LI & O & T EL 1
U, ZOHSERERICy—2 L&,

>

In 1922, a company created all-round painkilling devices known to be
most effective even Gl this day. '

In 1922, it was scientifically proved that the most certain protection
against pain, nervous breakdown and weakness was magnetisn.

The advertisement for magnetic medical devices in 1922 promised 1o
send their products without any delivery charge.

The new magnetic devices were advertised in 1922 with a special free

trial offer.

fronically, Mr. Clemens passed away soon after the advertisement of
the Theronoid had boasted of his recovery.

The advertisement in The Detroit Free Press didn’t exaggerate the
healing effects of the Theronoid.

Thanks to the Theronoid, Mr. Clemens managed (o recover from
prewmonia,

The Detroit Free Press refused to advertise the Theronoid after the

death of Mr. Clemens.

Because of a baseball plaver's death, many people starled to criticize
magnetic devices in the 1990s.

Magnetic devices were out of fashion in the 1990s despite the strong
support from some Major League haseball nlayers.

Popularity of fashionable magnetic devices was limited lor they were
relatively expensive.

some basehall players in the 1990s believed that magnetic devices had

certain effects on their performance.



2

According 1o laboratory researchers, a common refrigerator magnet
can cure patients with its magnetism.

According Lo laboratory researchers, a magnetic device must he
suffictently strong to be biologically effective.

According to laboratory researchers, magnetic flelds have no
biological effect whatsoever,

According lo laboratory researchers, most magnetic devices on the

market are strong enough for medical treatment.

A California woman sued International Medical Research Center
hecause the company used her image in their advertisement without
her permission.

International Medical Research Center apreed to stop selling magnetic
devices because one of their products caused cancer in a woman.
International Medical Research Center lost a lawsuit because they
advertised the Super Magnet as a cancer treatment withowt olficial
approval.

The huge bilthoard advertisement of the Super Magnets had aroused

apposition in the neighbourhood, which eventually lead to the trial.
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magnets are (A ) effective ([ B ) they have a gauss measurement

of magnetic strength of at least 500

(A} 1. as 2. least 3. only 4, still
B 1. as 2. if 3. s0 4. than
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Medical researchers use the term “placebo” to refer to harmiess
substances (such as sugar tablets) given to research subjects to test the
results of new medicines or medical remedies given to other research
subjects. In shori, if enough people trying out the new remedy get better
than those who unknowingly take the placebo, the remedy might work.

The “placebo effect,” however, takes place when a patient appears to get
better by using an unconventional remedy (hat actually has no scientific basis
for working. It can become very dangerous when patients talk themselves
into thinking they are getting better and thus go without proper medical

treatment.
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“It is odd that photography was never one of my childhood hobbies when
Father was so lond of it,” Margaret Bourke-White wrote in her aulobiography. “I
hardly touched a camera and certainly never operated one until after he died.”

Yet as a child, she loved to waich her father, Joseph White, tinker with the
lenses he invented and patented.  She was thrilled when she could look through
the prisms and ground glass to see the magic effects of illusion.

Adter her birth on June 14, 1904, in the Bronx, New York, Margaret Bourke-
White was raised in Bound Brook, New Jersey, with a brother and sister.

At an early age, Peggy — as she was called, and later, Maggie — imagined
herself “going to the jungle, bringing back specimens for natural history musewms
and doing all the things that women never do.” She hiked through the woodlands
and collected snakes, turtles, and insects, which she kept in cages and jars around

ihe house.

1 )
(2 )
( 3 )
(4 )

Hidk : Nancy Jackson, PHOTOGRAPHERS: History and Culture Through the
Camera (Facts on File, 1997) (—#E®E « HWE L% L)
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(A} The course was given by Clarence White, who had been one of Alfred
Stieglitz's Pholo-Secessionists.  He produced solt-focus, romantic photographs
in high contrast of lights and shadows, Bourke-White's first photographs

were in the piciorial style.

(Bl The Whites encouraged their children to be independent, bt they were
protective.  They restricted socializing with other children after school, and
they maintained strict, old-fashioned discipline. Maggie turned 1o activities
within the family, especially her father's construction of gadgets and

machinery,

€1 Unfortunately, when Margaret was 17 years old, her father died suddeniy
and left the family with little money.  She became an art student after high
school and enrofled at Columbia Universily, where she took a course in

rphotography.

() What intrigued her most about his work were the trips to the factories
where he supervised the instaliation of printing presses he invented. She
recalled her first visit to a foundry™ where she climbed up a sooty balcony to
wail for a rush of flowing metal and flving sparks thal broke the darkness.
“To me at thal age,” she said, “a foundry represented the beginning and end

of all beauty.”

i foundry ; BRI TS
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