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In the early years of the 2lst century, the network society is not the
emerging social structure of the Information Age: it alieady configures the
nucleus of our societies. Indeed, we have a considerable body of knowiedge
( - ) in the last decade by academic researchers around the world on the
fundamental dimensions of the network society These include studies that show
the commonality of this nucleus ( 1 ) cultures, as well as the culiural and

institutional ditferences of the network society in various contexts.

It is uafortunate that the media, politicians, social actors, business leaders,
ang‘d decision makers continue to talk about the information society or the
network society or whatever they want to call it, in terms that are studies of the
future and uninformed journalism, as if the transformations were still in the
future, and as if technology was an independent force that has ecither to he
denounced or worshipped.  Traditional intellectuals, increasingly unable to

B
understand the world we live in, and thus undermined in their public role, are

particularly critical of the start of a new technological environment without

actually knowing much about the processes on which they elaborate their

discourses. In these views, new technologies destroy jobs, the Internet isolates,
we (2 ) from an overload of information, the digital divide increases social
exclusion, *Big Brother extends its surveillance thanks to more powetful digital
technologies, technological development is controlled by the military, the tempo
of our lives is relentlessly accelerated by technology which leads to human
cloning and to major environmental hazards. Third World countries do not need
technology but the ( 3 } of theit human needs; children are increasingly
ignorant because they are messaging and chatting instead of reading books,
nobody knows who is whom in the Internet, work efficiency is hampered by
technology that does not rely on human experience. Organized crime and even
terrorists use the Internet as a privileged medium, and we are rapidly losing the
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magic of the human touch. We are alienated by technology. Or else, you can
{C

reverse everything I just wrote in the opposite sense, and we will enter the

paradise of human {ulfillment and creativity induced by technological wonders, in
the mirror version of the same mythology, this time propagated by consultants
and those who study the future, often on the payroll of technology companies.

And ( 4 ) we know reasonably well the contours of the network saciety.
There is in fact a big gap between knowledge and public consciousness, mediated
by the communication system and the processing of information within our
mental ( & )

The network society, in the simplest terms, is a soclal structure based on
networks operated by information and communication i{echnologies based in
microelectronics and digital computer networks that generate, process, and
distribute information on the basis of the knowledge (5 ) up in the nodes of
the nelworks A network is a formal structure. It is a system of ( /N )
nodes Nodes are, formally speaking, the points where the curve intersects itself
Networks are open structures that evolve by adding or removing nodes according
to the changing requirements of the programs that assign performance goals to
the networks. Naturally, these programs are decided socially from outside the
network. But ( = ) they are inscripted in the logic of the network, the
network will follow efficiently these instrumients, adding, deleting, and
reorganizing, until a new program replaces or modifies the codes that command
its operational system What the network society actually is cannot be decided
outside the empirical observation of social organization and practicés that

embody this network { 7K )

*Big Brother: George Orwell @/NBiT11084) 17 T < 5 &K T HEFR O E L 2

FEBIE,
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) 1. given 2 gathered
3. geared 4 grown
(M 1. foundations 2. feelings
3. forms 4 frames
v 1. interconnected 2 international
3 Intercultural 4 inferential
=) 1. evenso 2 also
3. once 4 despite
(F 1. loneliness 2. logic
3. load 4 locomotive

M2 RIBOXIR, WEMSHEBLTO 1 )~( 5 JICADET/ERHE
(—ER) Z2EERI WV, 2FL, BRUO—XTRITICHERICIEAOhTwa
DT, BEFONFEEN NI L,

M 3 TEE It is unfortunate & & 203/ Eh. EHBEUAEHZEDN I 0,
(Al

1. Media, politicians, bureaucrats and social activists alike tend to regard
technological development as incidental and not inevitable

2. Scholars of {uture studies and unirained journalists often consider the
role of network technologies to be obsolete.

3. People in leadership positions fail to see that the rapid progress of
information technologies is an on-going process.

4 The scientific community is rarely able to invent the Internet

technologies that can catch up with rapid social change as it occurs
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Bl 4 TS Traditional intellectuals, increasingly unable to understand the
B

wotld we live in, and thus undermined in their public.role, are particularly

critical of the start of a new technological environment without actually

knowing much about the processes on which they elaborate their discourses.

FREOLSLEEN, BOBEYRLOEENIE N,

1. Fresh-thinking researchers always insist that new technologies are not
as socially acceptable as the old ones {or unaccountable 1easons

2 Critical students lag behind the advancement of environmental
technologies more and more owing to a lack of knowledge

3. Innovative scholars are bold enough to point cut the magnitude of new
technologies, rather than refraining from commenting on them

4 Qld-style intellectuals tend to emphasize potential negative outcomes

without explering potential positive consequences.

R 5 Tﬁ‘ﬁ%ﬁyou can reverse everything I just wrote in the opposite sense &

EO &SI ERD, B OEOIE b OENE L,

1. You can turn upside down everything vou now view as merits and make
them demerits.

2 You can create anything you thought of as unimaginable and destroy
anything you thought of as undefeatable.

3. You can turn the trends of our society {rom a traditional path into a
utopian path

4 You can unify any cultural differences you now cannot overcome.

6 ZONZEKZEIELEI I MLEBRRERI N,
1. The Information Society is at Hand
2. The Network Society Beyond Myths
3. The Power of the Digital Society
4 Both Sides of the Computer Society
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The advance of Western women was, to say the least, unsteady before 1814,
and in many ways science and industrialism allowed men to maintain control over
women's bodies and minds rather than undermining male dominance It is even
more uncertain that non-Western women made much of an advance in the
nineteenth century. In many respects, indeed, their status and life expectations
may well have declined It is very doubtful that the pre-colonial legal order in
many societles gave much of a role to women property-holders in {act But
colonial regimes, concerned to raise money and create reserves of military and
civil labor, tended to reinforce the status of male family heads in their new codes
of law, making male control more rigid ai the very least

There were, of course, famous moral movements of missionaries, European
wometl, and colonial reformers who aimed to imp_l'ove the lot of women in many
of these societies, Institutions such as the American Zenana Mission, a mission
whose purpose was to aid women, sought to educate_ and liberate women from
what were thought of as the restrictions of Indolslamic and Middle Eastern
families These reformers tried to spread education, Christianity, and hygiene to
women kept apart from society in Hindu and Muslim families Women's
education became a muchrepeated key phrase for European colonial powers
when they sought to justify imperialism to skeptical domestic opinion

There were well known campaigns, also apparently on women's issues,
against female child killing and child marriage in India, forcing young women to
become second wives and foot binding in China, and other practices judged as
uncivilized Yet these were more often attempts by Europeans to reform “wicked
natives” than committed efforts to improve the lot of women The Indian Age of
Consent Bill of 1882, outlawing child marrfage, was less concerned with the well
being of young girls than with “raising the physical, moral and mental status of
the native” and stopping “evils which weaken national strength and morality ”
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More significant, perhaps, were indigenous efforts at reform. The purist
reformers of the nineteenth century, notably Mohamed Abduh in Egypt,
emphasized the importance of female education, though strictly dividing hoys
from girls Likewise the Meiji reformers built on late-Tokugawa developments to
establish a school system, which by 1890 was educating about 35% of schoocl-age
“girls, by comparison with 70% of boys.

Whatever the effects of these local reformers’ beginnings, however, wider
socio-economic changes do not seem to have helped women much — perhaps the
contrary. Famine and disease fell unequally on females, and population experts
have noted a family survival tactic in the figures that indicate excessive mortality
among women Women and children largely remained the pathetic victims of the
greal famines that swept China India and parts of north and central Africa
throughout the century. Ii some moves toward “respectability” may have aided
women, most others actually restricted their movement. Over much of Asia and
Africa, wealthy men in rural areas removed the women from view and restricted
them to the home as family income grew,

Paradoxically, then, social and economic change may well have had the
effect of restricting the independence of women, rather than improving it
amongst both elite and poor, though for different reasons In this small-scale
model of human society, one can see the wider contradiction that modernity may,
in some ways, have re-empowered hierarchy More than this, the acl of keeping
women’s labor, childrearing capacity, and other skills as inferior to those of men
may well have been an important and unspoken force for the practice of keeping
slaves and captive peasants. These lower classes needed to be kept in place to

avold challenging the tradilional order
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1. Science and industrialism often
a. allowed women to become more equal in society
b, let women work outside the home without discrimination based on gender
¢ gave men the opportunily to dominate women further.

d. permitted women to undermine male dominance

2 Pre-colonial societies
a. allowed women with property to play an important role in society.
b, were less generous with women’s rights than colonial regimes.
¢ made conditions worse for women than they had been in colonial societies.

d did little to improve the conditions of women, as would colonial ones

3. There were some efforis by missionaries and other relormers
a . - to educate women and free them from the limitations of their families.
b. to encourage healthy living and Christian values among Western women
¢. to open up families that had been restricted by religious views and male
dominance.

d. to clean up the morals of uneducated women in Europe and America.

4 'The spread of women’s education
a . allowed women to have a grealer role in governing their country
b. was used as an argument for continuing imperial rule in the colonies
¢ showed the people at home that the empire was no longer needed

d made women believe less in the value of independent government.
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o Oiten well-known campaigns on behall of women
a. made the situation better in certain ways by justilying imperialism
b, were really attempts at reforming the morals of the indigenous people

successfully led to universal improvements in their conditions

]

d. lailed to bring aboul any changes in the wicked behavior of women in the

colonies

6. In the nineleenth century local efforts at educational reform frequently led
to
a. an emphasis on education that tended to discriminate against men.
b. a purist appreach of mixing men and women together at school
¢. an improvement in the situation of women in comparison with men.
d a separation of women {rom men in school or unequal education based on

SEX.

7. Against the broader background of social and economic change
a it was the women who sulfered most when famine or disease struck.
b. women used their initiative and better tactics to survive disasters
¢ the figures show that women suffered excessive mortality in Europe.

d. disasters ailected women and men no differently in Africa and Asia,

8 The work of reformers in raising the “moral standards” in Asia and Africa

a had negative eflects on the [reedom of all women and made most men less
rich |

b. resulted in greater freedoms for women and higher incomes for them and
their families

¢ ailowed rich men to value their womenfolk more highly and show them oft
in society

d only helped a few women while many others’ freedoms were limited
further
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9 The modern ideas of Western society
a. brought about social change that enhanced women’s position in less
developed societies
b probably led to the strengthening of the existing traditional order.
¢. brought about a pa\radox in which the old respect for women was
decreased.

d. affected both elite and poor women in society but did not empower men

10, One of the reasons {or maintaining women's low position in society
a . perhaps was to allow other lower classes to rise in society above women
b could have been to isolate women and hide them irom other lower classes
¢ might have been 1o keep other people in the lower classes more repressed.
d. may have been to force women to increase their laboring and child-rearing

capacity.
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REERM SRR I N,
1. It helps us to make choices between products
2. Anyway, as I said, nobody is forcing vou to watch ads
3. It takes away people’s freedom of choice.
4 Just treat it as wallpaper or backeground music.

5. It's known as the “tyranny of choice” or “choice overload ”

Hiromi: Don’t you think that there is just too much advertising these days?
Even if you just walk down the street or ride on the bus, watch TV or
read your emails you are assailed by unwanted and unasked for
advertising

Jack:  Well, vou don’t have 1o look (&) People don’t take any notice of most
of the things surrounding them |

Hiromi: But I don’t think people should be attacked with a whole lot of
information they may not want or need. (b

Jack: “Attacked” is a strong word As I said you can just flick the switch
on your IV or turn over the pages with ads on in newspapers or
magazines. But you must remember that ads on buildings, in
newspapers and on TV are an important or vital part of commercial
life.

Hiromi: I understand that, but people are being overwhelmed by the pressure
of competing demands to decide. (€) It has a negative effect on
people’s lives.

Jack: On the contrary advertising has a positive role to play in modern

society  (d) Many ads draw our attention to new features, for
example, more powerful computers or mobile phones that have builtdn
navigation systems. We make better decisions as a result
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Hiromi:

Jack:

Hiromi:

Jack:

Look, recent research shows that people on average are less happy
than they were thirty years ago even though they have more money
and more choice about what to spend it on (€] People get averly high
expectations about a product and then when they buy it they
inevitably get disappointed and blame themselves.

Even in the ahsence of advertising we would have to shop We would
still get disappointed by purchases. However, we have a better
chance of geiting it right by digesting the information provided by
advertising (f) You can ignore them.

That's not feasible Some ads use ifricky methods to get their
message across Posters use attention grabbing words and magazines
are full of provoking pictures. Some ads are inserted into what seem
like public information announcements They target people’s
unconscious thoughts, It's brainwashing (8)

Hidden images used in advertising have already been banned Other
forms of advertising that you mention just show that companies are
being creative Wearing make-up is a way of lmproving one’s own
image () We are trying to influence other people’s unconscious
image all the time by the way in which we present ourselves This

isn't brainwashing and neither is advertising.
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