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“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without
newspapers, or newspapers without a government,” wrote Thomas Jefferson over
two centuries ago, “I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter But I

very man should receive those papers and be capable of

reading them.” What Jefferson did not foresee was a literate reader dispatching
n :

the newspaper to the bottom of the birdcage, its political news unread even by

the bird. Nor could he suppose that his great-grandchildren’s great-grandchildren
would search some major newspapers in vain for an ( 1 ) of extended
political argument, a transcript of speech or a published debate.

The last century had its share of shortened messages but the newspaper
was not their home Bites of information and slogans ( - } on street and
parade banners, and campaign messages. Newspapers were made of longer
stuff. Though they were often one-sided, the papers of Jefferson's day contained
substance

Nor could Jefferson foresee the reader who today eagerly 1eads the sports
page, comics, and advice columns, and then turns away satistied { o )
digested any information about the state of the nation or the world More
astonishing to him would be the fact that nearly everyone does receive television,
a medium not confined to the literate, yet few elect to watch what political
stbstance is found there, v

I do not mean to recreate Jefferson’s America. Jefferson was as concerned
about the lack of public interest then, as we are now. The fact that the public
wasn’t reading political materials concerned him. And Jefferson’s world included
slaves, women, and landless men who were not allowed to vote {2 ) some of
them were welleducated Moreover, as the Federalist Papers’ fears ot
dictatorship remind us, some of the public debate that did reach the ordinary
citizen feli short of the ideal.
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Still, those who sought substance could find it They located it not simply on
the printed page but in themselves. In the meeting in which the Constitution was
discussed, the founders spoke their own thoughts in their own (3 ), engaged
the ideas of others, and were engaged Of such engagement our government
was [orged.

Today the (/N ) for suhstance is more easily defeated Shortened forms
of communication are all around us today Our cultural literacy has eroded. So
too has our ability to conceive speeches that (4 ) a reconsideration of who
we have been and what it has meant. It is difficult to reconceive where we are

going or ought to go. Our ability to create reasoned, informed public agreement

has declined. The great modern exercises of the old eloq.uence*Geor'ge
Marshall framing the Marshall Plan, Winston Churchill warning ahout the
descending of an Iron Curtain, and John Kennedy arguing for arms
limitation —stand { 5 ) because of the lack of interesting rhetoric.

None of this means that it is either possible or desirable te ( = } the
new John Kennedy at Berfin, Barbara Jordan at the Democratic convention, and
Ronald Reagan at Normandy were eloquent in ways that looked and scunded
good on television And their eloquence served the country well

If these are the best instances of TV rhetoric, then the worst must be the
1668 Republican advertisement that visually connected Democratic presidential
nominee Hubert Humphrey with war, social unrest, and poverty By putting
these unrelated images side-by-side, the advertisernent made an argument that if
expressed verbally would have ( i ) disbelief or ridicule. As a silly comical
song played in tﬁe backgtound, the image of Humphrey smiling was contrasted

with soldiers fighting in Vietnam
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) 1. existed 2. explored
3 controlled 4, combined
(® 1. with nothing 2. without something
3. with having 4, without having
"1 survival 2. seatch
3. plan 4. preparedness
(=) 1. disrespect 2. delight
3 dispose 4 deliver
) 1. envisioned 2. eradicated
3. created 4. chosen

Bl 2 BIEOSNE, WEHMSHEL T 1 )~( 5 )WALHEEAEHE
(—BEEERIWN, ZEL, BUO—XTFREBEHMICIEALONTHS,
BE, FOXFEESLETREN,

f 3. T#EF What Jefferson did not foresee was a literate reader dispatching
(A

the newspaper to the bottom of the birdcage, its political news unread even

by the bird. 212 ED X H7EEER, EHLETULLDEBETRE N,

1. Jetferson had a clear vision that people would spend the day without
reading newspapers at all, as far as political issues are concerned.

2 Jetferson {failed to predict that even literate readers in the media age
would not bother with political news in the newspaper.

3. Jefferson correctly argued that many people prefer watching birds to
catching them when political programs are broadcast.

4, Jefferson never realized that anyone would want to be involved in

political scandals because they may be arrested.
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B
1 political debate about factions
policy proposals with high-sounding rhetoric

political argumentation about social issues

e o

policy analysis about historical precedents

1 5 T#EEP Our ahility to create reasoned, informed public agreement has

declineci@&%%@@jfct‘ifﬁ\o BEbHEunE b eE R LE N,

1. Indeed, educational institutions have lost their incentive to teach the art
of public persuasion in the age of new media.

2. People have lost interest in eloquence in the face of too many pelitical
scandals

3. People have come to believe that politicians are not telling the truth
because the media have reported how untrustworthy they are.

4. We have lost eloquent speakers who are good at satistying political

accountability.

6 ZOXRICHEIERDEULRS 1 FILEENERIL,
1. Reconciling the Modern Age with the Future
2. The Rebirth of Rhetoric in the Media Age
3. The Need for Political Interviews
4

. Reforming the Political Argumentation
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Language offers a means by which we can express what we think, know, and
feel, and is a bridge between thought and expression. Imagine how difficult it
wouttld be to express a thought without first conceiving it in words  Once
d events in our minds and to think and talk
about them long after they have occurred. We also use language to imagine
events that have never happened This descriptive and creative ability joins us to
one another as human beings through communication and enables us to form
societies and cultures. TFor these reasons, language is very much a human
activity that defines us as a species

The impulse to communicate is one of the most basic and fundamental
human needs The sheer pleasure of expressing thoughts through language, and
our sense of how the language we use shapes the thoughts we express, allows us
to create our identities. To imagine a singie day without language -or being able
to communicate would be a threatening prospect for most people  For a human
being the loss of language is the same as losing his or her central identity As
Ludwig Wittgenstein stated, “The limits of my language are the limits of my
world”

Language has an artistic function and allows us to relive or recreate our
lives. It is responsible for some of the world’s greatest literary masterpieces
Would D H Lawrence have written and rewritten his novel Souns and Lovers so
many times i the process had not offered him the chance to work through his
deepest thoughts and feelings? The same might be said of James Joyce's
revisions of A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. This expressive function of
language is intimately connected to its artistic uses Accomplished practitioners
derive great satisfaction from skillful crafting of texts. Beyond the personal
expressive dimension of language, people communicate to share information
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about the world and to compare and contrast their observations with those of
others

Because language is a form of communication that uses symbols to share
ideas, insights, and feelings, it is capable of shaping and reshaping others’

perceptions of the world. At this level, the effect of language depends on the

might be called its political and moral dimension Here we enter the field of
rhetoric, where the use of language is always calculated in terms of probable
effect on others. This is perhaps the most sophisticated use of language in that
it is not used simply to express private feelings or to serve as an exact and
faithful record of sense impressions of the world, but rather is employed with the
explicit intent to persuade others to accept our symbols of reality as reality itself.
Language has an infinite ability to create a sense of solidarity among like-minded
individuals or the deepest hatreds of which the human species is capable
Although as human beings we have this marvelous natural ability,
considerable conscious effort is required to transform it into a fully formed,
competent mastery of both spoken and written forms of language How bhest to
do this is the concern — some might say obsession ~ of college English teachers.
One of the most useful and successful methods that has proved to make the
writing process more manageable involves looking at it as a sequence of steps.
Briefly, vou perform specific tasks at each stage in order first to discover what
vou want to say, then to gather information to support and test the authenticity
of vour idea, decide what pattern of organization would best suit the idea, and
choose appropriate sirategies of style and rhetoric to express your idea in a

clear, colorful form your readers can easily grasp.
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1 Usually words are NOT used to help us to
a . express ideas
b remember things
¢ work with ocur hands

d. talk to others

2, For most people communicating is something that
a they avoid doing as much as possible
b. helps form their identity as a person.
¢ . is too difficult for them to do.

d. makes them feel uncomfortable.

3. For most people losing the ability to use language
a . would be no problem for a day
b would be a useful intellectual exercise.
c. would mean fewer problems in communicating.

d. would result in a loss of identity.

4 Words are absolutely essential for human beings
a. Lo communicate basic needs,
b. to show affection to pets.
¢. torelease our inner tensions.

d. to express what we want to say

5. The artistic function of language always works when
a . people share information
b comparing observations.
¢, literary works are created
d. authors make corrections to books.
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6. Generally when we use language symbols to manipulate others, we

7

a.

persuade others to accept our ideas
help others to learn the alphabet.

encourage others to take the opposite opinion to outs.

. force others to do what they do not want to do

The intent of rhetoric is usually to

share private feelings and thoughts.

b get others to think or act in a certain way

C.

d.

give a factual picture of a certain situation

make others balance the issues logically.

8 College English teachers are concerned with finding a way [or students to

a

b

C.

d

make a conscious effort to attend the class
limit their natural abilities.
gather and present information randomly.

learn to write using a logical plan

9 What is the third step in the systematic writing process?

Choose the most effective style to express what vou want to say

Find out what ideas vou want to communicate to your readers

. Select the appropriate organization for your theme

d .

Bring together the information you need for the project

10, Choose the most appropriate title for this passage.

The Use of Language

How to Write an Essay

The Loss of Language

Language as Literature
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1. Though small, as you pointed out, we are an international company

2. Tt is essential that you have expert skills in the language at every level

3 I lgve them, so I'm sure I could sell them to others

4 It was reaily tough but I got through the course

6. As you know we are looking for a young graduate to be a trainee in our sales

division,

Mariko is a student who is about to graduate from university She is

looking for a job. This is a part of an interview she took at a food company

called Cordial Mints with the human resources manager, Lily Tan.

' Lily: Please take a seat.

Mariko:

Mariko: Thanks, and thank you for seeing me today

Lily:  No problem (&)

sales.

Lily: Yes, but why our company? ()

Lily:

Mariko:

Mariko:

Well, I shall be graduating in March and 1 am looking for a career in

Your firm caught my eye because 1 think I could make a real

contribution here You are small but growing fast and [ want to grow

with you

That makes sense. But as vou know we are in a very competitive field

and vour commitment to cur kine of products will be essential it you

are (o be successful, (C) Do you think you can give your all to selling

our line-up?

I perscnally have enjoyed sucking on vour Cordial Mints for many

years, ever since [ was in Junior High in fact I still buy them and
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Lily:

Mariko:

Lily:

Mariko:

Lily:
Mariko:

consume them every day (d) I couldn’t imagine a more fulfilling job
than joining your sales for'ce

That’s good to hear. Now let’s move on to find out how you see
yourself fitting in with our team. (€) Do you know anything else about
us?

I do Your headquarters and main factory are in Britain and you have
offices in other European countries as well as the United States. Your
main Asian branch is in Singapore but vou have just opened an office
here in Tokyo The language of the company is English.

Right (f) In this regard T see you have excellent English scores and
that you spent a year abroad Can you tell me something about that?
Yes, I'd be glad to My university offers study abroad programs to its
students of varying lengths and different types [ chose a one-year
program at Sheffield University in Britain

What did vou get out of it?

(& A lot. Before joining Sheffield, I attended a summer program at
Cambridge. It gave me a taste for more serious work and that led to
Sheffield. T've never studied so hard in my life. (b Apart from a huge
leap in my English ability, it taught me self-reliance, an ability to think

for myself, and the confidence to state my opinions.

— 10 — OM31{FRE—5T8)












