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Hong Kong: the 20th anniversary of the handover' - Q&A
All you need to know about the 20th anniversary of Britain handing

Hong Kong to China

What is happening?

Hong Kong is marking 20 years since the territory was handed from Britain
to China, bringing an end to more than 150 years of colonial rule. .
When the Chinese flag was raised over the city on (? July, 1997, Hong Kong
was not entirely integrated with the rest of mainland é?l)ina. It maintained
many institutions established during colonial rule — an independent judiciary?,
freedom of speech and a separate legislature® — under a framework known as

“one country, two systems”.

[...]

Why was Hong Kong handed to China in 19977

Parts of Hong Kong were ceded to Britain in perpetuity? as a prize in the

wake of thr(e Opium Wars, but the majority of its territory was leased to the
Cc

UK 11(1)1898, for a period of 99 years.
3

Why does China want to exert control over Hong Kong?

Sinc?e )the Communist party took power in China in 1949, it has consistently
d
decried® the “century of humiliation®” that China was subjected to at the

hands of western powers and Japan. This included enclaves’ ceded or leased
(e)
to foreign countries, usually at the barrel of a gun.

The return of Hong Kong was a point of national pride, and former leader



(4) famously threatened to take the city by force in discussions with

Margaret Thatcher if a deal could not be reached for a peaceful transition.

(5)
Hong Kong was also a key conduit® for Chinese businesses as the country

slowly transitioned to a more market-based economy, and remains a vital

financial hub.

W . The Guardian, 27 June 2017
[https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/27 /hong-kong-

20th-anniversary-handover-china-questions-q-and-a]
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