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. China’s economic ascent has lifted millions of people out of povéfcy and is hailed
as nothing short of a miracle. Yet the skyscrapers, shopping malls and Las Vegas
replicas have left little trace of the nation’s rich history. More and more Chinese
are now travelling to Nara and Kyoto, the two ancient capitals of Japan, to
experience fragfnents of what their own country might have looked like 1,000
years ago.

Built in 710 and 794 respectively, Nara and Kyoto were direct copies of

, the cosmopolitan capital of China’s Tang dynasty (618 to 907). From
the seventh to ninth centuries, Japan dispatctgzad 20 missions to Tang China by
sea, to learn from its civilisation and to bring -back Buddhist texts. These
missions are known as the . Through them, the Japanese learnt how to -
build a sprawlingv1 capital -with the f)alace in the north, a main street mnnfng
south and a grid? of avenues stretching east to west. 7
“This is the best connection I can have with the most glorious era of Chinese
history,” says Yu Tingting, a tourist from Beijing visiting Kyoto. “I felt so at
home walking alongside [the river] Kamoggﬁ)ra, imagining how China looked 1,000
years ago. But it also hurts me,” she says, “to think that there is little to see of
that history in China today.” Xian, modern—day , bears no resemblance
to tﬁe city_ of yore3. “ -

For the Japanese, the missions to Tang China had a spepial
significance.

In the eighth century, received dignitaries* from around the world —
from Persia, Damascus and even Rome. The visitors were given prized silks

) D) (E)
from the Tang emperor, which they took back on camels and horses through the

Gobi desert. That route became known as the Silk Road. Back in Rome, when a
woman wearing a dress made from Chinese silk entered a theatre, it is said that

all heads would turn to see the stunning® colours. The coveted® silk made it




worthwhile? to weather the sandstorms en route® to .

The Japanese were different. According to the Old Book of Tang, the official
chronicle of the dynasty, every ﬁme‘the Japanese received silk and gifts from the
Chinese emperor, they would go out into the markets of and exchange
them for books before saﬂing home. )
“The Europeans, Who focused on the materialistic? wealth of China, did not figure
out how to make silk themselves for the next 500 years,” sayé professor Wang
Yong of Zhejiang University, an expert on the Japanese missions. “The Japanese,
who took an interest in the intellectual wealth of China, managed to rebuild a
capital and a civilisation modelled on Tang China in a matter of years.”

Today, those cities are attracting Chiﬁese travellers in droves®. Over the
centuries, Kyoto has preserved —and refurbished!! — its many Beautiful temples,
shrines and Zen gardens. Geishas can be seen walking  around the Wooden
houses of Gion, the entertainment district. ‘Nara is smaller and feelé more rural
but houses the many treasures the brought back from .
Despite political tensions over history and islands, -731,400 Chinese visited Japan
-in July, the highest number yet recorded in a single month.

“There 13 a common culture running between China and Japan,” Wang says.
“Political relations are- bad but economy comes before politics, and culture comes
before economics. If recent history is hurting the relationship between the two

countries, it is ancient history that will be the plaster that binds them together.”

‘ | H 81 © MORIYASU, Kén: Treasures of the Tang Trail.

Financial Times, September 9, 2016.
[https://www.ft.com/content/7d8a58ac-7482-11e6-b60a-ded532d5ea35]
(B FERRH @ 20194F11H12H)
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