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There is an index of the relative importance of fifteenth century Southeast Asian ports available in the
Rekidai-hoan, the Byukyu records of trade missions to China, Japan and Southeast Asian ports. These

a - . \ .
data make a strong case for Ayutthaya's pre-eminence as a Southeast Asian hub for the Tast Asian trade

b
in the early pari of the Ming period, attracting almost three quarters of the total Ryukyu trade on
c
Southeast Asia in the period 1419-42.

S
T O



in the third gquarter of the fifteenth century, there iz & marked slump in Siam's relative as well ag

absolute position. Malacca under Sultan Mansur appears clearly to have become a moere important port

than Ayutthaya in this period, with Siam’s share of the Ryukyu trade down to 37 percent. The Portuguese
d

conguest of Malacea in 1511 may have benefitted Siam. in that it made Malacca much less attractive ag a

trade base for Muslims,

With the death of Chairacha in 1847, however, Siam entered on a pepxiod of turbulence and disaster,
cumnutating in thcedestructiml of Avutthaya by the Burmese in 1569, This period coincided with a great
improvemnent in the fortunes of Portuguese Malacea as a trade port, with access to China restored and a

much fmproved system of customs administration. Banten, in west Java, also arose in this period as a
major pepper port for the China trade, while much of the China-Southeast Asia trade previously centred
on Ayutthaya was dispersed t-of Cambodia and the small ports along the ‘Champa’ coast of what is today
gouthern and cenfral Vietnam. TFinally the direct Chinese route to the Philippines and Beorneo was
vigorously recstablished. The earlier Siamese dominance of Southeast Asian frade to ecastern Asia had heen
56 dissipated in the collapse of the 1560s that Ayutthayve would never be able to recover the same
centrality.

(Eh ], Anthony Reid, Charting the Shape of Early Modern Southeast Asic V235500
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