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Joseph Chamberlain, Speech to the West Birmingham Relief Association, January 22,| a

We must look this matter in the face, and must recognise that in order that we may have more
employment to give we must create more demand. (Hear, hear.) Give me the demand for more goods and
then I will undertake to give plenty of employment in making the goods; and the only thing, in my
opinion, that the Government can do in order to meet this great difficulty that we are considering, is so to
arrange its policy that...new markets shall be created, and that old markets shall be effectually developed.
(Cheers.)... [Therefore] I am convinced that it is a necessity as well as a duty for us to uphold] the

dominion and empire which we now possess. (Loud cheers.)....

Believe me, if in any one of the places to which I have referred any change took place which deprived
us of that control and influence of which I have been speaking, the first to suffer would be2 the working-

men of this country. Then, indeed, we should see a distress which would not be temporary, but which

would be chronic, and we should find that England was entirely unable to support the enormous

" population which is now maintained by the aid of her foreign trade. If the working-men of this country

understand...their own interests, they will never lend any countenance to the doctrines of those politicians

who never lose an opportunity of pouring contempt and abuse upon3 the brave Englishmen, who, even at

__3_




this momient, in all parts of the world are carving out new dominions for Britain, and are opening up -

fresh markets for British commerce, and laying out fresh fields for British labour. (Applause.)....

When you are told that the British pioneers of civilisation in} b |are filibusters, and when you are

asked to call them back, and to leave this great continent to the barbarism and superstition in which it
has been steeped for centuriés, or to hand over to foreign countries the duty which you are unwilling to
undertake, I ask you to consider what would have happened if 100 or 150 years ago your ancestors had
taken similar views of their responsibility? Where would be the empire on which now your livelihood
depends? We should have been the United Kingdom of Great Britain and4@a_1_x_1(_l; but those vast
_ dependencies, those hundreds of millions with whom we keep up a mutually beneficial relationship and
commerce would have been the subjects of5 other nations, who would not have been slow to profit by our
neglect of our opportunities and obligations. (Applause.)

[*Some parts of the above text are modified.]
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