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o Although newspaper and z‘adlo accounts of the cheermg crowds that greeted Maisuoka Yosuke at :

17

Yekohama created en 1mage of a country umted behmd ;ts government many men .and women 1°fzoo1«: S
umbrage at aggresszen overseas and observed that gams on the batt]eﬁeld were nbt- yleldmg any seiutmns B
_ :.:._to the econo;mc cr;sxs at home Ari:xeies “*oppugmng the actlons of the Kwantung Army ﬁIIed ‘the pages of .
. hberal 3ournals m 1931 aind 1932 ertmg in the Apni 1932 jssue - of ’the Karzo f“Reconstructmﬁ”) :
._':Yaneuhara Tadao, the specxahst on colome.l pohcy Wh() taught at Tokyo Unwersrty, aenounced Japans
mﬂif:ary act:ons m Manchurla as- seif defeatmg and foretold the1r ultxmete 1nab1hty to. w1t%zstand the

o mcreasmgiy robust v1taiity of2 Chinese natmnahsm Farther to the }eft the somahst Yamakawa Kikue o

8 contrabuteci an eesay o the l‘\Fovember 1931 edltlon ef f;he Ina_]or Womans pubi}catlon Fujm koron

. (“Womens Review } c;uestmmng whether - mothers eught to bear more chﬂdren 1f thelr offsprlng merely

. dlscouraged the expresswn of antzwar senmments Moreover, many pronunent hberaﬁs pu‘ehcly accepted the Lo

: Kwantung Army as a welcomed ‘contrast with years of “ineffectual negotlatmns” by party cabinets: In s

'was a plea to her younger brother

- were gomg to end up as’ fodder for a mﬂltam%t government Even regional newspapers sounded a critical
note. : ' ' ; N

However earnest they may have been dlSSidentS founci it mcreasmgly d1fﬁcu1t to syeak out effect;veiy s o

For one thmg, dlsplays of popular patmotlsm such as the receptzon gwen to ‘\/Iateuoka upon hrs return

~ néw domestic pohcres and forexgn pohey 1mt1at1ves of the eariy 19303, further ro‘obmg nonconformmt vzewe R
of their legatzmeey Even Yoshmo Sakuzo one of Japans beqt known supporters of democracy, seemed._'_ S

ready to throw in the toweI Many Japanese, he wrote in 1932 viewed - the accomphshments of the_

6]

addition, they, even he, had grewn reelgned to the faet that party govemment 1n Japan 13 an unhoiy SRR,
} _'alhance between unprmmpied party leaders and; equally unprmczpied 1eaders of bzg busmess Wlth ‘the :
'_.'.consequence that ofhmal policies ca’cered 10 “the mterests of blg busmess, Whlle the 11ttie man, and

partlculariy the farmer 1s progressrvely nnpoverlsheé " It was enough to make one &espeur, espec;ally When _

* " one looked at ‘the assault on democracy takmg pIace in Europe "‘There is & feehng anmong the Japanese, :

: 77 .
B Yoshino concIuded “that if democracy is not quite good enough for those. who' mvented it, then Japan who

. . hae always shghtiy distrusted it, has no particular- reason for keepmg it gomg

Fven more shockmg to many was Yosario. Akiko's newfound pra:ee for mrhtarxsm Famous during the .

\

S Taxshe era for her feminlst crlthues, _Yosano had first stepped mto the pubhc spothght when' she pubhshed'

'several antawar poems durlng the Russo~Japaneee conﬂlct of 1904 and 19{}5 The most pmm}nent of those' :

.~ Do not offer your life.
{8}

. The Emgeror himself ‘does not go to battle..

The Imperlai Heart is deep,_

‘How could he ever wish
That men shed their blooci
That men &1e like bea%ts

o That men’s glory be in death?



In 1932 however Yosanos “szens of Japan, A Mormng Song urged Japanese solduers f:o endure_- -
Suffermgs a hundredfold” énd used the famlhar metaphor about falhng cherry bif)ssoms, scattered by the' o

: . wind at the peak of theu' beauty, to gierlfy the death {}i’ a soldler whose scattered bcdy Was purer than”'.'
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