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The Occupation, which from the first had a civilian as well as a military character, was headed by

General ( ). Its role had been spelled out first in the Potsdam Declaration and then in the Initial

(2

(1)
Post Surrender Policy. The latter document made it plam that the elimination of a possible military threat

in the future was the prime goal, and that democratic tendencies were to be given every encouragement as
a means of achieving this. It was expected that the Occupation would work through the Japanese
government, This it proceeded to do, with increasing attention to detail.

The determination of the Occupation to succeed was embodied 1n the Purge. This was a bloodless
attempt to eliminate important men from public life, and differed in both purpose and effect from the
somewhat dubious arraignment of a few former leaders on a far more serious charge of war crimes, for

(4]
which Tojo Hideki and six other were executed. As a result of the Purge, professional military and naval

men in particular, numbering about 167,000, were prevented from openly participating in politics since it
s -

was held that they were largely responsible for leading Japan into war. In all, about 200,000 people were

purged with the wider aim of renewing the leadership of the country to protect a parliamentary democracy

against the extreme right and, after 1950, the extreme left Changes in American policy in the East Asia

brought communists (who had opposed the war) as well as ultranatmnahsts within the scope of the Purge
before it was ended.

In a more constructive fashion, the staff of General ( ) prompted the Japanese government
between 1946 and 1950 to pass legislation reforming administration of the law, local government, the

police, education, labor relations, rural landholdings, anﬁl ]big business. In many cases the intention was to
— (9)

(8)
_— 7 —



restrict the powers of the central government in favor of local authority; in others the aim was a
strengthening of the rights of individuals and associations under law. In every case, the Occupation
personnel oversaw, where they did not initiate, the work of the Japanese government.

The speed with which the Initial Post Surrender Policy and other directives that flowed from the
Potsdam Declaration were put into effect has lent a somewhat spurious unity to these undertakings. The
Americans were largely ignorant of Japanese conditions and even of the Japanese language; and success in
putting so much legislation through the Diet depended on the willing cooperation of many Japanese.

(H#il2, RH.P. Mason and J.G. Caiger, A History of Japan. 5 IZ—HZEHEPMATH 5,)
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