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In the early-morning hours of a frosty day, December 8, 1941, the Japanese nation woke o astonishing

news. It was announced, shortly after seven, that Japan had “entered intcz a_situation of war with the
1)
United States and Britain in the Western Pacific before dawn.” Though no specifics were given, by then

the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, on Oahu, had been successfully attacked —the first wave of planes
was dispatched at 1:30 a.m., Japanese time, and the surprise operation was completed by 5:30 a.m. When
news of the attack arrived at 11:30 a.m., the nation was electﬁﬁed. This was soon followed by Japan’s
formal declaration of war on the Allies and the report of its further military successes in British Malaya
and Hong Kong. (The Malayan operation actually preceded the Pacific offensive by almost two hours.) ..
[The] attack was carried out without a formal termination of diplomatic relations by Japan, let alone a
declaration of war, a heavy, infamous legacy for the nation. But such tactical details did not interest
ordinary Japanese citizens on December 8. The immediate public reaction was one of celebration.

When Japaﬁ sent planes to attack Pearl Harbor, it was mired in economic and political u.ncerl:ain{;ies(.2 )!_&

sense of helplessness pervaded its population as the state took more and more control of public life. From

(3Jthe beginning of Japan’s war with China in mid-1937, its people were led to believe a swift, decisive

victory was imminent. Despite all the announcements of Japanese victories in China, however, the

Nationalist Party leader]| A |[was not about to give up. Similar to Napoleon’s army in Russia, the

Japanese forces were drawn far too deep into harsh, unfamiliar terrain to carry out an effective operation.
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The jingoistic tone of Japan's media coverage continued regardless, but people were privately beginning to

question why the war had not ended. Though largely ignorant of the true state of Japanese diplomacy,

they had been told that] B |, a2 navy admiral and former foreign minister, had been dispatched to

Washington, D.C., in early 1941 to negotiate a peaceful solution tc() Japan’s international isolation. But no
4)
good news was forthcoming, and its absence made people fearful. Many knew the United States was upset

over recent Japanese initiatives —such as allying with Hitler's Germany and Mussolini’s Italy and

5)
occupying first northern and then southern French Indochina.—and seemed intent, unless a diplomatic
settlement could be reached soon, or(x crippling Japan with economic sanctions.

6

}
(i H#ix, HOTTA, Eri, Japan 1941: Countdown to Infamy. B —FEEIFMATH 5,)
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