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One of the original leaders of the Meiji Restoration, a man named Itagaki Taisuke fl‘OII(l the Tosa domain

1)
in Shikoku, fell out with his collegue? )in 1873 and, returning to Tosa, formed his samurai supporters into a
) 2

political party, which was soon joined by urban merchants and peasant taxpayers. Drawing its ideas from

( liberal French thought, this group came to be known as( the “freedom and people’s rights movement”. A
4) 5)
second popular party, which gained considerable support from the rising business community, was founded by

Okuma Shigenobu, another government leader, who was ousted by his colleagues because he had advocated

immediate adoption of the British parliamenta)ry system. These two movements were the start of lasting
streams in Japanese politics that are still discernible today.

When Okuma was dropped, the government issued a promise in the Emperor’s name that a constitution
would be in force by 1890(.7)11:0 Hirobumi, a former samurai from Choshu, took the lead in a detailed study

of European systems, particularly the conservative German one. He also experimented carefully with elements

in the proposed new system. After much meticulous preparation( the new constitution was finally issued in
8)
1889.
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