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READING SECTION

All answers must be indicated on the MARK SHEET.

I

Read the following passage and answer the questions below.

@O Humans had been counting things for many thousands of years before the first number system
was developed Early counting was typically carried out by scratching tally marks on a stick, stone, or
bone The oldest known example, consisting of twenty-nine distinet notches deliberately cut into the leg
bone of a monkey, was discovered in the Lebombo Mountains of Swaziland and dated to approximately
35,000 B.C. It has been suggested that women used such notched bones to keep track of their [ 1 ]
fertility cycles. Other examples of notched bones discovered in Aftica and elsewhere may also have been
early attempts to quantify time The Ishango bone, found in 1960 near the headwaters of the Nile in
north-eastern Congo and perhaps twenty thousand years old, bears a series of tally marks carved in
three columns running the length of the bone A commeon interpretation is that the Ishango bone served

as a calendar.

@ With tally marks a vertical scxatch or line is made to record each item in a collection: | #§ |l [l
M 1P and so on. However, tally marks become hard to read once you have more than four or five
items to count A common way to reduce the complexity is to group the tally marks in fives, often by
diawing a diagonal line across each group The Roman numeral system, found througheut the Roman
Empire and still used today in certain specialized functions such as the numbering of the [ 2 | pages
of printed books, was a more sophisticated version of this simple idea invelving a few additional symbols:
V for five, X for ten, L for fifty, C for a hundred, and M for a thousand For example, using this system,
the number one thousand two hundred and seventy eight can be written as MCCLXXVIII (1,000 + 100 +
100 +50+10+10+5+1+1+1=1278}

) Addition in the Roman system is fairly easy, since you simply group all like symbols For example,
to add MCCXXIII to MCXII you simply collect together all the M’s, all the C's, all the X’s, and all the
I's, like this: MCCXXIII (1,223) + MCXII (1,112} = MMCCCXXXIIIII (2,335, Occasionally, you might have
to convert one group of symbols to a higher symbol In this example, the five I's could be replaced by V,
to write the answer as MMCCCXXXV Subtraction too is relatively easy But the only tolerable way to
do multiplication and division is by repeated addition and repeated subtraction respectively. For example,
V times MCLIIT can be computed by adding the second number to itself four times This method only

works In practice when one of the two numbers being multiplied is small, of course

@ The impracticality of the Roman system for doing multiplication or division meant it was
inadequate for many important applications that arose in commerce and trade, such as currency
conversion or determining a commission fee for a [ 3 ] And there is no way Roman numerals could
form the basis for any scientific or techmical work Societies that wrote numbers in Roman numerals had
to use -elaborate systems of finger arithmetic or mechanical devices like the counting board and the
abacus to perform the actual calculations, using the numerals simply to record the answers Although
systems of finger arithmetic could manage calculations involving numbers up to 10,000, and it was
possible to carry out a computation on an abacus almost as fast as a person today using a calculator,
these required both [ 4 ] and mental skills of a high order Moreover, since there was no record of

the calculation, the answer had to be taken on trust.

® The number system we use today — the Hindu-Arabic system — was developed in India It seems to
have been completed before 700 A D, though it did not become generally known in Europe until at least
five hundred years later Indian mathematicians made advances in what would today be described as

arithmetic, algebra, and geometry, much of their work being motivated by an interest in astronomy. The
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system is based on three key ideas: simple gymbols for the numerals, place value, and zero. The choice
of ten basic number symbols —that is, the Hindus choice of the base 10 for counting and doing
arithmetic —is presumably a direct consequence of using fingers to count When we reach ten on our
fingers we have to find some way of starting again, while retaining the calculation already made The
role played by finger counting in the development of early number systems would explain why we use
the word “digit” for the basic numerals, deriving from the Latin word digitus for finger

(&  The introduction of zero was a [ 5 ] step in the development of Hindu arithmetic and came
after the other numerals The major advantage of the Hindu number system is that it is positional — the
place of each numeral matters This allows for addition, subtraction, multiplication, and even division
using fairly straightforward and easily learned rules for manipulating symbols. But for an efficient place-
value number system, you need to be able to show when a particular position has no entry For example,
without a zero symbol, the expression “ 1 3 ” could mean thirteen (13), or a hundred and three (103},
or a hundred and thirty (130), or maybe a thousand and thirty (1,030) One can put spaces between
the numerals to show that a particular column has no entry, but unless one is writing on a surface
marked off into columns, one can never be sure whether a particular space indicates a zero entry or is
merely the gap separating the symbols Everything becomes much clearer when there is a special symbol

to mark a space with no value.

0 The concept of zere took a long time to develop. The number symbols were viewed as numbers
themselves — things you used to count the number of objects in a collection —but 0 would be the
number of objects in a collection having no members, which makes no sense Other societies were never
able to make the zero breakthrough For instance, long before the Indians developed their system, the
Babylonians had a positional number system, based on 60 Today, when we measure time, aspects of
their system remain: 60 seconds equal one minute, and 60 minutes one hour DBut the Babylonians did

not have a symbol denoting zero, a limitation to their system they were never able to overcome

The Hindus got to zero in two stages First they overcame the problem of indicating empty spaces
by drawing a circle around the space where there was a “missing” entry. Thizs much the Babylonians had
done. The circle gave rise to the present-day symbol 0 for zero The second step was to regard that extra
symbol just like the other nine This meant developing the rules for doing arithmetic using this
additional symbel along with all the others. This second step — changing the underlying concept so that
the rules of arithmetic operated not on the numbers themselves (which excluded 0) but on symbols for
numbers (which included 0) — was the key Over time it led to a change in the idea of numbers to a

more abstract one that includes 0.

® The zero breakthrough was made by a brilliant mathematician called Brahmagupta, who was bon
in 898 AD at Bhinmal in northwest India, and went on to become the head of the astronomical
observatory at Ujjain, then the foremost mathematical center of ancient India As early as 628 AD,
when he was only thirty years old, Brahmagupta wrote a lengthy text in Sanskrit called
Brahmasphutasiddhante, which can be tranglated as “The Opening of the Universe” In that work,
written entirely in verse, Brahmagupta introduced the number zero, defining it as the result obtained
when you subtract a number from ifself At the same time, he worked out some basic properties that
zero must have These included the i-ecognition that, when zero is either added to. a number or
subtracted from a number, the number remains unchanged, and that a aumber multiplied by zero

becomes [ 6 ]
[Adapted from Chapter 1 of Keith Devlin, The Man of Numbers. Fibonacci’s Arithmetic Revolution (2011)}]
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Choose the best way to complete these sentences about paragraphs @O to @,

Paragraph @O 2  Paragraph @ 3 Paragraph ®
Paragraph @) 5 Paragraph & 6 Paragraph ®
Paragraph @ 8 Paragraph 9 Paragraph @

argues that societies dependent on the Roman system for recording numerical information also
needed expertise in counting devices or finger arithmetic to conduct commercial and scientific
calculations.

claims that the first number system capable of being used for complex commercial and technical
calculations was developed not in eastern Asia or western Europe but in Africa.

demonstiates that the numerals employed all over the Roman Empire represent a development of
the tally mark system, one which served to reduce the difficulty of counting larger numbers
describes the development of the concept of zero as a two-stage process, the first step being the
creation of the symbol for zero and the second the treatment of that symbol just like the other
nine numbers

discusses whether the Hindu-Arabic number system still in use today derives its three defining
features (number symbols, pesitional value, and the zero function) from ancient Babylon or
ancient Rome

explains why the symbol representing zero, which was developed after the other nine digits in
Hindu arithmetic, is so important in number systems that assign value to the position of
numerals.

introduces the young Indian mathematician of the seventh century who was the first to define
zero as a concept and describe several of its basic characteristics

notes that the symbols representing the numbers zero to nine were chosen because, when written
using straight lines only, the number of angles in each figure matches the number the figure
represents

offers two specific examples of the use (probably to record the passage of time) of tally marks, a
method of counting found many thousands of years before the development of the first number
system.

presents an example of a civilization that had developed a place-value number system long
before Hindu arithmetic but whose effectiveness was limited by the lack of a concept of zero.
states that the ten digit number system still employed today was developed before the end of the
seventh century of the Chiistian era by Indian mathematicians.

sugpgests that, while addition and subtraction work reasonably well using the Roman numeral

system, multiplication and division operations of any complexity are impractical




(2)

Choose the FOUR statements below which DO NOT match the content of the passage.

You may NOT choose more than FOUR statements.

A

(3)
[11]
[2]
(3]
4]
5]
(6]

(4)
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As 1eflected in the modern measurement of time, the ancient Babylonians used a number system
based on twelve

Brahmasphutasiddhanta is the Sanskrit title of a woik introducing and defining the concept of
ZEeT10.

The abacus and the counting board are both examples of mechanical devices for perfoiming
calculations.

The English word “digit,” meaning a single-figure number from 0 to 9, derives from the Latin
word for finger

The Lebombo bone represents the earliest example so far found of the human use of tally marks
The ovigin of the number symbol for zero is the circle drawn around another number to indicate
that it has been checked and found correct

The tally marks on the Ishango bone are arranged in three sets going around the bone

Using the Roman numeral values described in the passage, V times MCLIT equals
MMMMMCCCCCCCLX,

With respect to the Roman numeral system, the passage does not mention either the symbol D
(=500), or the subtzaction rule when smaller values precede larger, as in IV (=4), IX (=9),
XI. (= 40), or XC (=90}

Written without using the zero symbol, the expression “ 1 3 ” can represent as many as three

different number values

Choose the best way to fill each of the numbered gaps found in the passage.

A daily B weekly C monthly D quarterly E annual

A central B early C final D important E unimportant
A distraction B fraction C  reaction D subtraction E transaction
A artistic B manual C mathematical D political E verbal

A backward B decisive C npossible D sideways E small

A one B hbigger C forty-two D smaller E zero

Choose the most appropriate title for the passage as a whole from the list below,

A Comparative History of Caleulating
Arithmetic and Abstraction

From Lebombo to Bhinmal

The Invention of Zero

The Man of Numbers




The First Adventure of Sir Galahad

By hill and dale, weodland and plain, Sir
Galahad rode on his way without meeting with
any adventure. On the evening of the fourth day
he came to a great abbey housing several hundied
monks on the edge of a forest, and was received
in kindly fashion by the abbot A young monk
unbuckied his armor and led him into the guest-
chamber, whete he found two other Knights of the
Round Table*® King
Bagdemagus and Sir Ywain. .

“Sirs,” said Galahad, when he had greeted
them, “what adventure brought you to this place?”

“Sit,” they answered,

already sitting at supper,

“we heard tell of a
magic shield that is kept in this abbey, and that
no man may bear it on his arm without meeting
with disaster within three days Yet it is also said
that the man who can carry this shield shall
succeed in finding the Holy Giail "%

“I shall

take the shield and see what fortune brings me.

“Tomorrow,” said King Bagdemagus,
Therefore T beg you to remain here three days
For if T prove not to be the one who has the
right to weaxr it, the shield shall be returned to
this abbey before that time is passed. And I think
that if T am not the man, then surely Sir Galahad
will not fail”

satd Galahad, “for

indeed I am in need of a shield”

“Certainly 1 will wait,”

Next morning they heard mags together in the
chapel, and then ng Bagdemagus asked the
abbot about the magic shield.

“It is for the best knight only,” said the abbot,
“and therefore 1 advise you not to touch it” Yet
he was kindly enough to lead them behind the
altar and show them the shield, which was
polished until it seemed as white as snow all over
except for a cross painted red in the middle of it.

“I know well that I am not the best of all
knights,” said King Bagdemagus, “but nevertheless
T will do my best to wear it!” With that he placed
it on his arm, mounted his horse, and rode away
into the forest, with his young squire following a
little way behind him They had not gone two
miles when they came to a fair open valley with
a cottage built of white stone at one side of it
King Bagdemagus had scarcely left the cover of
the trees when he saw a strange knight wearing

ghining white armor come riding out of the forest

I TRead the following traditional British tale and answer the questions below.

at the further end with his lance ready to attack
Then Bagdemagus prepared his lance also, and
the two of them
Straight though Bagdemagus

rushed towards each other
aimed, his lance
seemed to hit nothing at all; but the White
Knight’s lance struck him through the shoulder
where the shield did not cover him, and laid him
senseless on the ground

“Your master acted unwisely in choosing to
shield,” said the White XRnight to
Bagdemagus’s squite “But take him up gently and

wear the

return to the place from which you came Take
the shield also, for it belongs to Sir Galahad the
good knight, and to him alone”
“Sir knight,” said the squire, “let me know
your name, so that I may inform Sir Galahad”
1eplied the White

Knight “It is not for you oz any man on earth to

“Do not ask for my name,”

know it ”

Then the squire set King Bagdemagus on his
horse, hung the shield by his side, and led him
slowly back to the abbey where he was put to bed
and cared for for many months before his wound
was healed

“Sir,” said the squire to Galahad, “the White
Knight who defeated King Bagdemagus sends you
his greetings, and requests me to say that this
shield is yours alone and that, if you wear it, you
will never be defeated in combat.”

“I am thankful for the good fortune that
brings this shield to me,” cried Sir Galahad; and,
setting it on hig arm, he rode away into the forest.

Before long he reached the trees by the stone
cottage, and there the White Knight met him
suddenly, coming out of the forest like a sunbeam
from behind a cloud.

“I greet you, sir,
Galahad.
shield that I am carrying”

in the name of God,” cried
“Tell me, I beg you, the story of the

in the
“waiting there

“For centuries it has hung
abbey,” said the White Knight,
until the holy knight of Britain should come for it

You are that man More than four hundred years

gieat

ago that shield was fashmned in the ecity of
Hoiy Land,
Arimathea brought it with him to Britain upon
the Enchanted Ship When he lay dying he

painted the cross upon it with his own blood and

Sarras in the and Joseph of

caused it to be hung behind the altar where you
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found it this day. Now go forward, Galahad, true
Knight of God, for your quest shall prosper!”

When the White Knight had spoken these
words he turned and rode swiftly away. Yet hefore
he even reached the forest edge he was gone from
sight, as a beam of sunshine fades when a cloud
passes across it

Galahad sat there, lost in wonder, and while
he did se, the squire, who had followed him from
the abbey and heard what the White Knight had
said, came and knelt at his feet, crying, “Grant
me one favor, noble Sir Galahad! Make me a
knight and let me ride with you on your quest!
My name is Melyas, and my father is the King of
Denmark ”

“Fair sir,” answered Galahad, “since you come
of a race of kings, make sure that you set a good
example to other knights, for yvou ought to be a

mirror of chivalry. On that understanding I make

vou a knight from this moment, and you shall
ride with me wuntil we are parted by some
adventure,”

So Galahad rode on his way with Sir Melyas

But before long they came to ]a parting of the
ways, and there a pilgrim Weanng a grey cloak
stopped them He said, “Sirs, you must choose
now which road you will take Tf you ge to the
right you will come easily to your journey’s end,

through no merit of your own. But if you ride

down the left-hand road you must win through, if

you can, by means of your own strength, skill and
bravery alone”

“Tll take the left-hand way!” eried Six Melyas,
who was longing to show off his courage as a
knight; and away he rode before Galahad could
stop him. Deep into the forest he went, and before
long he found a E vilion of the finest white cloth
standing empty In51de there was a splendid feast
set out upon a table, and a golden crown hanging

from a magnificent throne Melyas helped himself

to the meal, then seized the golden crown, and
was about to ride off again when a knight in
silver armor came suddenly into view He shouted,
“Put down that golden circlet which is not yours,
and defend yourselfl” Melyas extended his lance
and 71ode against the stranger. But the other
knight knocked him from his hoise, picked up the

crown, and rode away leaving him neatly dead
with a great wound in his side.

Galahad had taken the other r0ad, but it
merely wound through the forest and rejoined that
which Sir Melyas had followed. So at length he
came to the open space by the white pavilien in
time to see the knight in silver strike down his
companion and ride away.

“Turn, coward!” cried Galahad, and the knight
wheeled r1ound and attacked him furiously.
(Galahad struck so well that the knight was flung
on to the ground, but his lance broké into little
pieces with the force of his blow

“You fight well,” said the knight in silver
1ising slowly to his feet, “and 1 yield myself to
you. Do not be concerned about this man whom [
have overcome, for I will care for him here and
cure the wound which I have given him Though
now I ride in silver armor, T am a man skilled in
the art of healing For his pride in choosing the
left-hand 10ad and for his greed in taking the
golden crown which he did not need, Sit Melyas
has met this defeat But you must go forward,
noble Sir Galahad, and trust always in Heaven
rather than in your own strength”

Then Galahad knelt to receive this blessing,
and rode on his way through forest and town,
through fields and moorlands, for many, many
days, meeting with more strange adventures than

there is ~room _to r1ecount. Then one day a

' beautiful young girl came riding towards him and

cried, “Sir Galahad! Hurry, come with me! Near at
hand lies the Enchanted Ship which you must
enter. In the ship already are Sir Percival my
brother and the strong knight Sir Bors de Gannis
They wait only for you before the ship ean sail
For your quest draws near to iis close, and you
three Knights of the Round Table shall come
together to the castle where the Holy Grail is to
be found”

“Lead on, fair maiden,” said Sir Galahad, and
together they rode forward by many steep paths
among the rocks until they came to the hidden
bay where the Enchanted Ship awaited them

[Adapted from Roger Lancelyn Green, King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table (1953)]

# *Knights of the Round Table: M55+
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‘1)

Choose the one way to complete each of these sentences that DOES NOT agree with

what is written in the passage.

1

m 9 O W >

The great abbey

acts as home to a large number of monks and is presided over by a kindly abbot.

is built of beautiful white stone and located at the head of a long, open valley.

is the place where the magic shield has been kept for hundreds of years.

offers hospitality simultaneously to three different Knights of the Round Table

provides shelter and care to King Bagdemagus until he recovers from his serious injury.

2 King Bagdemagus

OO0 m >

E

argues with Sir Ywain concerning which should have the right to bear the magic shield

asks Sir Galghad to remain at the abbey for three days

is accompanied by his young squire when he leaves the abbey on horseback

encounters the White Knight in a valley with a stone cottage less than two miles from the

abbey
is wounded in the shoulder by the White Knight and knocked senseless to the ground

3  The magic shield

A iz more than four hundred years old
B was brought from the Holy Land to Britain in the Enchanted Ship.
C is polished so highly that it appears pure white in color.
D hears a red cross painted by Joseph of Arimathea with the blood of Jesus Chiist,
E normally hangs hehind the altar in the great abbey
4 The White Knight
A only raises his weapon when he sees that King Bagdemagus is preparing to attack him
B tells King Bagdemagus’s squire to take his fallen master back to the abbey
C refuses to 1eveal his own name to King Bagdemagus’s squire or anyone else.
D informs the squire that the magic shield is now the propeity of Sir Galahad
E 1eveals the history of the magic shield to Sirv Galahad
5 Melyas
A is the son of the King of Denmark but acis as squire to King Bagdemagus -
B overhears the White Knight telling Sir Galahad about the origin of the magic shield
C is knighted by Sir Galahad and begins to accompany him on his quest
D takes the road to the left to prove his worth as a knight after asking Sir Galahad’s permission.
E is challenged and defeated by a knight in silver armor when he takes the golden crown from the
throne
6 Sir Galahad
A arrives at the great abbey in the evening after a four-day journey
B is called “the holy knight of Britain” by the one who recognizes him as the rightful owner of the
magic shield
C iz defeated by the knight in silver armor only after his sword is broken into pieces. |
D is told to “go forward” when pazting from hoth the White Knight and the knight in silver [
E is told that he is one of the knights who will reach the castle where the Holy Grail is kept




(2) Choose the best way to complete each of these sentences so that it AGREES with what
is written in the passage.
1 King Bagdemagus is defeated in combat because
he absent-mindedly leaves the magic shield behind when he sets out from the abbey.
he foolishly tries to use the magic shield though he knows that he is not the best knight of all
he is too slow in raising and aiming his weapon when attacked suddenly by his opponent

his opponent is far more skilled in the use of the weapons of war.

m o O o >

the magic shield is much too small and does not cover hig head or the upper part of his body
2 The person who is compared more than once in the story to a ray of sunshine is
A Sir Galahad B Sir Ywain.
C the King of Denmaik D the knight in silver
E the White Knight
3 According to the knight in silver, Sit Melyas is defeated in combat due to hig
A excess of enthusiasm B  greed and pride.
C inability to contrel his emotions D lack of intelligence.
E openness and honesty
4 The number of those mentioned in the story who are specifically described as Enights of the
Round Table is
A two. B three C five D ten. E  twelve
5 The person who leads Sir Galahad to the secret place where the Enchanted Ship is waiting for
him is
A a witch disgnised as a beautiful maiden
Sir Bors de Gannis
Sir Percival himself

Sir Percival’s sister

m O O W

the brother of one of Sir Percival’s companions
(3) Choose the best way to complete each of these sentences relating to the underlined
words/phrases in the passage.
1 Here, heard mass means
A ate a filling breakfast. B attended a religious service
C had a heated discussion D listened to a lengthy lecture.
E went for a walk outside
2 Here, fashioned meansg

A buried B improved. C  manufactured D modernized E remade

3 Here, a mirror of chivalry means

A a good son of the king. B a person skilled in horsemanship.

o

C a sheet of highly polished metal a tall reflecting glass used by wealthy people
E a true model of knightly virtues.

4  Here, a parting of the ways means a location or situation where

A a road divides. B combats are held. —
C fiiends have a disagreement. B many soldiers have died. |
E people become very angry

5 Here, a pavilion refers to a construction like a
A carriage B castle. C hut. D ship E tent.

6 Here, room to recount suggests that Sir Galahad had more adventures than the person telling the

story
A can count. B has space to tell of.
C  has the ability to desciibe D is able to recall

E is willing to spend time on




WRITING SECTION

All answers must be written clearly within the boxes provided on the ANSWER
SHEET.

T Read the following passage and briefly summarize the main points (at least three} in
JAPANESE.

The Japanese term amakudari (K TV)) most typically refers to the practice of reemploying former
high-level bureaucrats in private-sector positions after their retirement from government work Literally,
cmakudari means descent from heaven, in recognition of the elite status that bureaucrats have
traditionally held in Japanese society. Amakudari grows out of complementary public- and private-sector
needs: on the one hand, that of bureaucrats for second careers when forced to retire in their fifties, and,
on the other, that of private companies for access to government contacts and information, which they
can obtain through ex-bureaucrats Although the practice of amakudari began before World War I, it
flourished during the late 1960s and early 1970s. Although many retiring bureaucrats continue to seek
amakudari positions, deregulation from the early 1990s has reduced the need for their services as seen
fiom the company perspective Since peaking at 318 in 1985, the number of cases of amakudari to
private companies has declined greatly, with as few as 40 instances being recorded in 2000

While there are now regulations to limit the circumstances in which emakudari to private companies
can occur, amakudari te public corporations (government-affiliated financial institutions, ete.) remains
largely untegulated, and almost half of the executives of public corporations are former high-level
bureaucrats. There has been a good deal of public criticism of the pattern in which a steady stream of
bureaucrats retire from their ministry pesitions, work for only a few years at a public corporation, and
then 1eceive a generous second retirement package fiom that corporation, which in many cases is losing
money and receiving large subgidies funded hy government tax revenue.

[Adapted from an entry in Kodensha Encyclopedia of Japan Online (2008)]

W According to the Ministry of Education, in the five-year period hetween 2004 and 2009, the
number of Japanese college students studying abroad dropped by 28 percent from over eighty
thousand to below sixty thousand, and still seems to be in decline. Write a paragraph in
ENGLISH giving your own interpretation of BOTH the likely CAUSES and CONSEQUENCES of
this situation. Because of the restricted space, please limit your answer to TWO causes and

TWO consequences.

(X F & gl

— 10—




10

PEE) 2=V
(B =/)
20134F

CH250711215

FIREME F ik, fmRAHHE THM VI E,

B 2 ~ 3 R=DITE#H s Twd, JAZ Y 7 BENGERM, MERLOMBIRGE, ~-
DET BT BIUBBMNROENELHETIRMIBRIIANT, FAGIIESWAEAE, T2
W{EERIZmMeEL I &,

AGMBEIIETLEMI - TTE YA,

BEIT Ty - REMEOBER - HBOEFE I 2 EHBO YV ¥ —~ IRy VAL TY -T2 2
ko

KR, RAOERNFTLS, v~ FERAMOFER (128 CBATS L,

BRPTLL, - VBERROHEY - VT v—0F5 ¢,

oM E D ERAT A, i, FIFETAHAE, ML TAT TRV, LB LYL
WENIIHETIE (RELTARMER LRV E),

Y7 T 5k @R OB OFV

T-JEHTE| OBV OB BN

MBS T OHRP TG, TCRBELRLED, EREEE(I &,
WHRLEETY, BEARRLTRETS I,
AR TR, HERTEELELIZ L,




LISTENING SECTION

All answers must be indicated on the MARK SHEET.
I First listen to the reading from a novel which yon will hear only ONCE, and decide whether

each of the statements below is True (T) or False (F). (The opening scenes are set during
World War Two, in the middle of the heavy German bombing raids on London, and reflect the
point of view of a little boy named Tim whose best friend is a girl named Jill.)

1 Tim’s first memory is of his mother sitting in the kitchen crying because there isn’t enough food
2 Tim has a gas mask in the shape of a Disney character

3 Jill’s father has to go away to join the Air Force.

4  Tim dislikes getting up in the middle of the night because of the air raids

5 Jill lives on the same stieet as Tim at house number 64.

6 Tim’s house has its own air-raid shelter in the back garden

7 Tim’s father wears a tin hat when he is acting as an air-raid warden

8 There are two different sirens, one warning of an air raid, and one sounding the “All Clear”
9 Tim wants to marry Jill although he is slightly younger than her

10 Tim has an older sister called Kath who is six years old and very pretty

11 Kath has left London with the rest of her school to stay in the countryside

12 Tim loves the countryside and wants to leave London too.

I Now listen to the interview which you will hear only ONCE, and choose the best way to
complete each of the sentences below. {The interview comes from a radio program about
recently published books, and specifically concerns a collection of essays entitled Reimagining

Japan.)

1 Marina Abe {the woman being interviewed) is

A a CEO B a diplomat C a jowrnalist D an economist.
2 Abe suggests that the production of hooks usually takes over -
A one month. B six months. C one year D three years
3 The hook Abe has chosen to talk about was published in the summer of 2011 in
A both New York and Tokyo. B neither New York nor Tokyo.
G New York only D Tokyo only. I

4 Abe is unhappy with the description of the contiibutors to Reimagining Japan as
A anti-American. B economic liberals C global leaders D media celebrities.

5 The list of questions originally put to the contributors to Reimagining Japan apparently DID NOT

include one about

A aging society. B education reform G energy policy. D the rise of China.

6 Abe thinks that Reimagining Japan focuses too much on
A economy and business B  education and training _
C science and technology. D sport and media.

7 Abe states that the contributors to Reimagining Japan are split five to three between
A Asians and Westerners B Waesterners and Asians.
C Japanese and non-Japanese D non-Japanese and Japanese.

8 Abe notes that Reimagining Japan contains very few passages that compare Japan favorably to
A  China. . B Europe C South Korea D the USA




9 The essay about the challenges facing Japanese young people that is recommended by Abe is written

by
A Alex Kerr B Fumiko Hayashi
G Kazuhiro Fujiwara D Yui Genda.

10 Abe particularly praises an iremical piece that suggests that Japan’s basic foed has recently switched

from rice to

A Dbread. B French fries C mayonnaise D noodles
11 Abe’s overall opinion of Reimagining Japan is

A very positive. B more positive than negative,

C more negative than positive. D very negative
12 Abe’s own forthcoming collection of essays will bear the title

A Japan After the Deluge. " B Japan Disillusioned.

C Japan Reimagined D The Japanese Hlusion

= F £ #H]




Transcripts for the Listening Questions:

I

Almost the first thing Tim could remember was his mother standing on a chair in the kitchen, piling
cans of food into the top cupboard. On the table there were more cans: pineapple, peaches, little
oranges — you could tell by the pictures.

“What are all those cans for?”

The sun was shining through the kitchen window behind her head, and though he screwed up his
eyes against the dazzle he couldn’t see her face properly, but he remembered her looking down at
him for what seemed a long time before she said:

“Because there’s a war, dear.”

“What’s a war?” he asked. But he could never remember what she answered.

Soon Tim found out that war was a Mickey Mouse gasmask that steamed up when you breathed,
and his father getting a tin hat and a whistle, and Jill crying because her Dad was going away to
join the Air Force, and the radio on all the time, and black paper stuck over the front-door windows,
and sirens going off because of the air raids, and getting up in the middle of the night. It was fun
getting up in the middle of the night.

They didn’t have their own air-raid shelter. Tim and his mother went up the road, to Jill’s house,
number 64, which had a shelter in the back garden. Jill’s Dad had made it himself. Tim’s own Dad
was usually on duty during an air raid, he was an Air-Raid Warden, making sure everybody was in
a shelter, and not letting any lights show through their curtains. If the German planes saw a light
shining through your curtains they would know where you were and they would drop a bomb on
you. Sometimes in the middle of a raid his father would call in at Number 64 wearing his tin hat,
and come down to the shelter to see that they were all right. Or he would come and fetch them after
the “All Clear” had sounded. Sometimes he would carry Tim home asleep, and he would wake in
the morning in his own bed without having heard the “All Clear”. The “All-Clear” siren was all the
same noise but the air-raid siren was up and down, uhhhERRR . . . uhhhERRR . .. uhhhERR . . . It
was clever to have two different sirens that sounded like what they meant. The “All Clear” was a

tired, safe sound, like you felt going home, yawning, after a raid, but the air-raid siren sounded
frightened.

Not that Tim was frightened. After a while he got so used to the air-raid sirens that his mother
had to wake him to go up the road to Jill’s house before the German bombers came over. Jill was
the same age as he was, five, but he was older because his birthday came first. Jill was pretty. He
was going to marry her when they were grown up. Tim’s sister Kath was much older than he was,
sixteen, almost grown up, but she wasn’t living at home any more. She had gone away to the
country, with her school. Kath’s school had gone away because of the air raids. The air raids were
because of the War. They were called the Blitz. His mother said that if the Blitz went on much
longer they would take Tim to live in the country too. They lived in London, which was the biggest
city in the whole world. Tim didn’t want to go and live in the country. Tim had been there once and
stung himself on some nettles and fallen in a cow’s business. But he didn’t want the air raids to
stop either, because it was fun getting up in the middle of the night.

[Adapted from David Lodge, Out of the Shelier (1970)]



II.

Wragg: Hello, everyone. A warm welcome from me, Marvyn Wragg, to this week’s edition of
Bookshelf, the program that strips the covers off the latest offerings from the publishers. ... In the
wake of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan’s northeast in March 2011, which led to the world’s
worst nuclear crisis since Chernobyl, publishers in the West have rushed to cash in by issuing books
worrying about the nation’s decline or signaling its revival. As our first guest this week we are
delighted to have with us the distinguished Japanese journalist Marina Abe, now working for the
New Yorker magazine, who is going to give us her reactions to the latest volume of that kind. Thank
you for joining us again today, Marina.

Abe: It’s my pleasure, Marvyn. Glad to be back.

Wragg: First of all, can you give our listeners the details of the book you have chosen to focus on
this time?

Abe: Before I do that, Marvyn, can I just say that most books of the type you mention were largely
planned and written before 3/11? Even in a digital age, it still tends to take at least a year or so for
books to get published. And it isn’t just Western publishers who are trying to cash in.

Wragg: I see your point. So what have you got for us today?

Abe: The book I have with me was published in English in New York, and in Japanese in Tokyo, at
the beginning of July 2011, with electronic editions also available in the two languages. Both paper
versions weigh in at over 400 pages, and the English title is Reimagining Japan: The Quest for a
Future That Works. The project was initiated by McKinsey & Company, one of the world’s top
management consulting firms, who asked for contributions from about eighty “global leaders,” a
term that I don’t much care for. The contributors in fact include CEQs, economists, academics,
foreign-policy experts, authors, and journalists, as well as a handful of sporting and media
celebrities. Apparently, the questions they were originally asked were: How can Japan compete with
the rise of China? Cope with a fast-aging society? Reform its old-fashioned educational system?
Deal with its enormous debt? and Regain its position as a leader in technology and innovation? But,
inevitably after March 2011, the publishers repackaged the answers received as thoughts on, I quote,
“the challenges and opportunities facing the country as it recovers from the triple disaster.”

Wragg: So, what are the answers?

Abe: Well, obviously, because of the range of contributors, the responses can be varied and even
contradictory. But that is not meant as a criticism. To be honest, I would have preferred a far wider
range with a lot more variety and contradiction. As you might expect from a book sponsored by
McKinsey, the emphasis is on business and economics at the expense of other aspects of Japanese
life. T must admit that I got a bit bored hearing over and over that Japan should liberalize its trade
regulations and labor market, reduce its corporate tax rate, encourage entrepreneurship, hire more
women and foreign workers, ete, ete. The contributor split is about 5 to 3, foreigners to Japanese,
but the non-J apanése come almost exclusively from English-speaking backgrounds, and the
viewpoints of those from Continental Europe, or other parts of Asia, for example, are almost
entirely absent. In fact, the book hardly ever considers the possibility that Japan might compare

favorably to America in some respects.



Wragg: That all sounds pretty negative. Is there anything you can say that mi ght actually encourage
our listeners to want to read the book?
Abe: Oh yes. I’d say that about one third of the articles are very interesting, either because they
analyze specific aspects of Japanese culture in a new way, or because they offer a refreshing
perspective on Japan’s challenges. Among the stand-outs are articles by Fumiko Hayashi, the mayor
of Yokohama, and Kazuhiro Fujiwara, a salary-man turned school principal, who both describe
wonderfully practical and creative programs. Yuji Genda has an excellent article on the challenges
facing Japanese youth. But for me, the most exciting piece is a dark satire called “Japan After
People” by Alex Kerr. Among other funny bits, it notes how “in the late twentieth century, Japan’s
staple food began to switch from rice to mayonnaise.” I was also glad to see that at least two
contributors express the unfashionable view that economic growth is by no means essential for
Japan’s future.
Wragg: So, in the end, do the positives outweigh the negatives?
Abe: Probably not. For my taste, there is too much about training leaders and not enough about
educating citizens. When I called it a weighty volume, I’m afraid that I was mainly speaking
literally.
Wragg: Marina Abe, thank you as always for those fascinating insights. We look forward to the
appearance of your own collection of essays entitled Japan After the Deluge, which is scheduled for
next year, I understand.
Abe: Yes, that’s right, Marvyn. Goodbye, and thanks for having me on the program.
Wragg: And now for something completely different. Our next guest on the program is Ivana Purdy,
the glamorous author of the recent scandalously best-selling novel, The Naughty Bits of New York,
whose future looks to be ...

[Freely adapted from a customer review by A.J. Sutter of Reimagining Japan (2011),

<http://www.amazon.com/Reimagining-Japan-Quest-Future- Works/dp/142154086X/ref=cm_cr_pr_product_top>]



