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Beauty. We know it when we see it, but what is it? Philosopher Edmund
Burke wrote, “We must conclude that beauty is, Tor the greater part, some
quality in bodies, acting mechanically upon the human mind by the interveation

7l
of the senses.” Burke wrote that in 1756, but it's still being guoted today. And
scientists are still trying to figure out what makes things and people beautif ul.

Regardless of culture, there appear to be certain patterns of brain activity
associated ( 4 ). Semir Zeki, professor of neurcesthetics™ at University
Coﬂege London, studies the neural basis for art appreciation. He has found
that the only factor common t% }5_1"],1_ that people find beauiiful in art and music is

{
activity in the brain’s medial orbital frontal cortex™, part of the reward and
pleasure center of the brain. _

When it comes to facial attractiveness, there are reasons to bel_iéve that
specific features and Dbiologically based factors guide our assessment of
bheauty. Faces that are more symmetrical and average-looking tend to be rated
as more attractive in scientificlsi'izclies. Symmet:"y in particular has been
studied extensively, not only in the Western World but also in hunter-gatherer
cultures removed from mainstream media. The Hadza of Tanzania, a remote

]
group of hunter-gatherers, showed a stronger preference for symmetry than

people in the United Kingdom. Men who were more often deemed good
hunters especially liked symmetry in female faces. And Hadza women liked
symmetry in men's faces even more when they were pregnant or nursing,
periods when they may be extra cautious about foods and disease harmful to a
child. . In fact, even babies respond more positively to attractive, synunetrical
faces. Bui babies appear to respond more to faces deemed atiractive than
those that are purely symmetrical, suggesting there's something else going on.

=y .
There are theories that specific { 51 ) are the most naturally beautiful,
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with ratios of length and width being important. And with the help of
computers, it has become apparent that morphing® a lot of faces together’
typically produce(s an end product that is highly atiractive. The reasoning goes
that this 1| )iendn:r gets closer to the face “prototype” that may underline

e of a face is the most average one. So it may

be that babies are drawn fo faces that are most like the most basic concept of

a face -—that is, they are average. Putting it all together, a 2007 study i

Perception & Psychophysics suggests that symmetry adds to the attractiveness
@ -

of “average” faces.

Why should that matter? The theory goes that symmetrical features may

g ‘
be markers of genetic quality. Human ancestors evolved to find mates that

would pass on good genes to offspring, so they would naturally be repelled™ by
traits that would be detrimental® to survival or indicators of poor health. In
fact, a 2011 study in the journal Economics and Human Biology found that
people with ( 23 ) faceéfended to come from more difficult and deprived
childhocds thén those with more ( # ) features. It appears that adversity
in childhood is associated with facial features that are not perfectly aligned
and matching, although there’s no proof that one of these phenomena causes
the other.

Beauty also plays a role in friendship. Research has shown that women
tend to have friends of similar attractiveness, such as a 2010 study in the
journal Human Nature. These scientists Tound that, both in terms of one's own
perceptions of beauty and that of independent judges, a woman's
attractiveness correlates well with her friends’ attractiveness. And, if you're a
woman who's the (2 )} one iﬁ a friendship pair, yeure also more likely to
view your (A ) friend as a mating rival. But this is a small study, and
more research should be done to hack up these conclusions.

Studies hd’VC shown that pcopk who are perceived as being more

i)
attractive also appear more competent and successful, said Jasmin Cloutier,

—_ 9 OM17(461--282)



researcher at the University of Chicago. “There’s presumably a strong cultural
and learned dimension to all of these effects,” he said. Other research has
shown that phystcal e}ttracti\}eness can also influence salary. The legal system
may even take beauty into account —a variety of studies have found effects
suggesting that altractiveness helps when it comes to verdicts and sentencing.
It may be that attractive people are less Jikely to commit crimes as serious as
unattractive people, or that there is a societal view that pretty people are
%

“good” and wouldn't do bad things, Catherine A. Sanderson writes in the book
“Social Psychology.”

There mu.st he something more than just other people’s good favor for

o
looks going on, since there are professional models with low selfimage. For

models, there are unrealistic expectations of beauty all around-—not only in
magazines and television. The ones who do well are those who don't assume
they have to be péri'eci: to be beautiful, Vivian Diller said. -Diller herself was a
;;mfessionm hallet dancer, and then modeled while getting a Ph.Db. in clinical
psychology. She would wash off her makeup when it was time to go to class
so people would take her more seriously. “When I left that world, T had to,
little by hittle, find my value in something other than how 1 looked or how 1
danced,” she said. It's a process that everyone goes through at some ;)Oin"t, no
matter how much or little vou value your looks; aging. The good looks of vouth
change, and no longer match your vision of yourself. But when you're in a
marrsiage or long-term parinership, vouw're not actively having to worry about
being heautiful to attract a new mate. “I enjoy my looks much more now

because they don’t matter as much,” Diller said.
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(1) FTHREBFAOERIC D ELHNEDERD T ~ 40 58T, ﬁ?%—%fﬁ?mﬁ_
IO LaEL,
1 carelessly _ 2 inhumanly

3 -systematically : © 4 unconsciously

20 R0 A4 DEHOIOICDEBSThLVLIENETENEE, TOHFFE L
MOHCRERY -~ boo—-2LiaE N,
1 heautiful 2 find: 3 something

4 viewing : 5 with 6 vou

{3} i‘“f’%‘ﬁﬁ W all EFCBEEOBOERD T ~ 4 HEY, BEHRY—-I L —
P —oUiadh,
1 Ali that means is that they're going to do their job with extra caution.
2 He was out at all that night.
3 | guess I'm not all that special.
4

Let's erase all that and call you what you really are.

4 ]wﬁM@&TﬁﬁébT%O&%ﬁwm%®¢A@1~4@5ﬂ . BE
Be—0L—MIv—-2LRSL,
1 disliked by journalists
not sustained by a mediating power

separated by a great river

= . N

without access to established viewpoints

B TFHmAOMEEBEBICEL TUAESE 0 FHUHO—XIZE & D,
?#‘{ﬁﬂfk j/ﬁ*uu L%E]\ Lizdin, E

B) ZF( B NCADDHLHBYREEAD ~ 4 hHRY, BERT—S
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1 Dbalances 2 distances 3 proportions 4 scales
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{7}

THERHORTAFLL T2 LbBEUWRBOERD 1 ~ 4 NG, BE

RAY— D — M MIN—ZLIEEY
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{8

a consumer item
# final result
a finished good

an unrealistic piece
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1
2
3

Attractiveness contributes to symmetry.
Attractiveness is based on symmetry.

Average is the most fundamentai element of symmetry i

attractiveness.

4

Symmetry is supplementary to average proportions in attractiveness.

0 TFTHEIOOHABIREFOBMWICHTLIEL P\‘h)L@F‘\} ICEIL CHERic
¥, FNTNBERHICHALRE L,

M 20 1 ), (% NICASH L BEWRETOMAEDREERD 1 ~
ML, BERT—O—MIv—oLE N,

1

2
3
4

asymmetrical — symmetrical
flat — preferred
oddly attractive — mysteriously attractive

protofypical — average

ap e > ) ( R IEAB Lo ELEUAENOEASDEERD 1 ~
AMSEY, BERT—4y—Mov—s LA,

p—y

B SV R

extremely attractive — uncommonly attractive
less attractive — more atiractive

more attractive — sexually atiractive
physically atiractive - unatiractive
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12 THE@OBER L TBYNTAVDDERD 1 ~ 4 M58, BERY—
Dir— i\’““i?——-ﬁ L&y,
1 Attractive people are assumed to be more moral than unattractive
people,
2 Attractive people are likely to receive higher pay.
.3 Attractive pe_ople often receive lighter punishments tor crimes.

4 Aftractive people usually have very ordinary faces.

1) THEEVORAHELLTHHELHHE *JJ}’ZL%GD KDV~ 4 oY, BER
R —F LA En,
1 Once you get married, vou ought not to pay serious attention to beauty.
2 One specific modeling theory claims that you do not care about how
people look at you.
3 The assessment of beauty should be beyond the scope of this world.

4 There are cases in which perfect beauty is not advantageous.

4 AXOHEELLTHoLbBURLOERD 1 ~5N5HEY, BERT—2

—pIY—7 LIRE N,

1 Culture is a strong predictor of perceived beauty.

2  Extremes in facial features are probably not percetved as beautiful.

3 Higher degrees of perceived beauty ensure success in many areas of

life.

4 Non-physical traits are important in how beautiful someone is perceived.
5 Perceived beauty is something that people have a large degree of control

over.
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Read the transcript and answer the following questions, Notes are given at

the end of the transcript on the words marked with *. - (35 points)
BILL GATES:. Reading The World Until Yesterday, 1 thought about how

JARED DIAMOND:

GATES:

it fits in the context of some of your other books. Guuns,

Germs, and Steel is about why some societies advance

faster than others. Collapse is about why some societies

fail. This book is more personal, because you draw on a

lot of your own experiences. But [ A .
This book originated with my idea of writing a somewhat

autobiographical book about my experiences in New

- Guinea for the last 50 years. I found New Guineans

fascinating, and I wanted to share with readers my
fascination.

When [ proposed that to my editor, mjf editor said,
“Tared, people dom't want a little autobiographical hook
from you. They want a big book summarizing everything
about the world for thousands of years.”

So my observations became the frosting on the cake.
The cake itself is scholarly studies by people who've
lived with about 39 traditional societies around the world,
and their observations on various aspects of those
societies.

I imagine a lot of readers come to this book with
stereotypes about traditional societies: either that they
are at one with nature and totally peaceful, or that they
are ruthless and warlike. [ 1) ] before I read the
book, 1 wondered whether you would romanticize the -
hunter-gatherer lifestyle.  But you present quite a
nuanced view.
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DIAMOND:

GATES:

DIAMOND:

For much of the past several centuries, people from
Europe and Americans have viewed traditional societies,
including our Native American societies, as groups who
should be gotten out of the way as quickly as possible or
dragged into the moedern age whether they like it or not.
The opposite view idealizes traditional people as tree-
hugging, peaceful environmentalists who don’t have war
and are not subject to all the evil things that began with
pur state governments.

Both of those extremes, | & 1, are unrealistic

‘hecause people are people.

In some casés what goes on in traditional society is
pretty terrible and our reaction is. [ @ 1 we're
through with that,” such as uninterrupted tribai warfare.
In other cases what goes 0..11 in iraditional societies most
of us would admire, and [ B 1, such as the way they
bring up children.

You write about the violence in traditional societies. It
made me think of Steven Pinker's The Better Angels of
Our Nature, { «a ) over the centuries. One factor is
the growth of centralized governments that. have a
monopoly on punishing people. You've seen examples
where police come in to an area for the first time. As
soon as they make it clear that the first guy to take
revenge will go to prison, the levels of violence drop very’
quickly.

During my first trip to New Guinea in 1964, 1 was
working at an Australian post in an area where there
were 20,000 New Guineans. [ C J.  ‘The patrol
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GATES:

officer and the four native police had guns. There were
20, 000 New Guineans without guns but with bows and
AFTOWS.

The New Guineans had ‘been fighting with each other
until a few years before that. So the Australians would
come in, they'd make examples of New Guineans who did
fight by arresting them. [ O 1.
It's perfectly obvious that i those 20, 000 New Guineans
had wanted to resume fighting, [ E 1. It's not the
mighty military power of those five guns that are
keeping the 20, 000 people from fighting.

The reason is that in fraditional New Guinea there was
not a higher authority that could order an end to
warfare. And so New Guineans were caught up in these
almost endless cycles of revenge and counter revenge,
New Guineans knew better than 1 or any of my readers
what they suffered from warfare.

[ F ]. 1t appears that hunter-gatherers living in
fow population density are less violent than settled,
sedentary® farming societies because the farming
societies can have borders that they can  police,
( B ) are less likely to fight,

You have a section in the hook on what you call
constructive paranoia®™. 1t's interesting how a lot of
people worry a lot about certain bad things happening to
them that are verv remote possibilities, and they don't
think much at all about evervday dangers that can add

up to significant risk. You talk about how New Guineans

“are smarter about calculating risk and how you apply

that approach i vour own hife.
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DIAMOND:

NOTES

I personally have gotten much more careful about taking
showers, 1 realize people say, “Jared, that's ridiculous.
Your Cﬁal.'lces of falling in the -Si]{)wer are one in oné
thousand.” Yes, they may be one in one thousand, but
then do the math. I'm 75. [ @ 1, I'm expected to live
to 90.. If 1 take a shower every day, that's 5,475
showers. If I reduce my risk to one in a thousand, that
means [ G 1 before | reach my life expectancy at age
90,

And so 1 worry that taking a shower is the most
dangerous thing I'l do today. I also stood on a
stepladder, the second most dangerous thing that I'li do

today.

sedentary © {of people or animals) that stay and live in the same place or

paranoia : an unreasonable belief that vou cannot trust other people, or

that they are trying to harm you or have a bad opinion of you
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{11 Which of the following best fits info the blanks [ A |, [ B 1,
ftc LI b 1.l B L[ F l.and [ G | respectively? Choose

the number of the best answer for each and mark it on your mark sheet.
The initial letter is not capitalized even if the expression comes at the

beginning of the sentence except the personal pronoun /.

1 I should add that it’s not the casc that all traditional societies are
universally violent
2 I'm going to kill myself five and a half times
3 it also makes a larger argument about what we can learn from
traditional societies
4 it would have been the simplest thing in the world to kill or ambush the
patrol officer and the four policemen
5 many of us can adopt it ourselves individually
6 the Australian patrol eventually marched away, leaving this one patrol
officer and four policemen and their five guns _
7 there was one Australian patrol officer. and there was one British
schoolteacher, and there were four native police
{2} Which of the 'following best fits into the blanks [ @ 1. [ @& 1,
@ J.and i @ 1 respectively? Choose the number of the best answer
for each and mark it on your mark sheet. The Initial letter is not capitalized

even if the expression comes at the beginning of the sentence.

Y

in fact

2 of course
3 statistically
4

thank God
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{3} Look at the biank { a }. Put the following word or words in the right
order, fill out the blank, and mark the answer on your mark sheet. You can

use each choice only once.

b

a
has become
how and why
less

place

shows

the world

violent

€ 0~ O N B e N

- which

(4} Look at the blank (8 ). Put the following word or words in the right
order, fill out the blank, and mark the answer on your mark sheet. You can
use each choice only once. The first letter of a word is not capitalized even

if the answer comes at the beginning of the sentence.

1 anything
don’t have
it’s also
societies that
the case that

valuable

s B« > I o B R 7% N

worth defending
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