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One of the most thrilling headlines of recent years was surely this one
tucked away on an inside page of the London commuters’ paper, Metro: ‘British
Winter Olympics in 20317 Was the government about to fund a huge
investment in refrigeration units and snow-blowers so that our Olympians could
at last realize their potential on home soil? No need. It would all happen
thanks to natural foré:es. ‘The “plus side” of climate change is that Britain
may be cold enough to host the({f}\ﬁnter Clympics in 25 years’ time, a scientist
has warned.” And you thought the weather getting warmer was the plus.

The clue is in the word 'warned.” After all, we wouldn’t need a warning in
order to enjoy a plus, would we? The real story concerned the decidedly less
enticing® possibility of a new ice age, although space did not permit an
explanation of how this might come about.

With global temperatures on the rise by many measures, ice age warnings
have been out of fashion lately. But this was not always the case. In 1973, the

@
American magazine Science Digest wrote: ‘the world’s climatologists are

agreed ... that we do not have the comfortable distance of tens of thousands
(3)
of years to prepare for the next ice age ... once the freeze starts, it will be

too late” A couple of years later, a New York Times headline ran thus:

‘Scientists ponder® why the world's climate is changing: major cooling widely
4

considered to he inevitable.”  Popular science books and. television
doéumentaries amplified the alarm. The most notoriovs of these, Lowell
Ponte’s The Cooling, claimed that ‘cooling has already killed hundreds of
thousands of people in poor nations... If it continués, and no strong
measures are taken to deal with it, the cooling will cause world famine, world
chaos, and probably world war, and this could all come by the year 2000."
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What would bring on a new ice age? It depended on who you read, but
there was no shortage of choices. Climatologist Stephen Schneide(f) cited the
possibility of en extreme snow deluge® or disintegration of Antarctic ice
sheets. Science writer John Gribbin's Future Weather discussed possible
fluctuations™ in the output of the sun and dust in the atmosphere. The
astronomer Fred Hoyle thought meteorites™ might do it.

All were writing during a cool spell in the world's climate. The 1910s to
the 1940s had been unusually warm, creating dust-bowl conditions® in the
American Midwest. (%ut thereafter, it was cooler than average long enough for
climatologists to ‘become used to the idea that the world was in a cooling
phase,” as Gribbin admits in a later, rather different book on climate change,
Hothouse Earth.

An ice age is perhaps the climatic change we can imagine most clearly,
partly because we have evidence of what previous ice ages were like, and
partly because it brings with it the visible transformation of water, t.he staff of
life, from a usable liquid to an inaccessible solid —a dramatic and disastrous

{7}
change of state that has no equivalent in global warming or other major

climatic shifts. We have a folk memory of the Little Ice Age in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, reinforced in the paintings of Bruegel
and Avercamp® and in stories of the Pilgrim Fathers™ being helped through
their first winter in the New World by the native Americans. And, at least in
cultures that experience winter, we possess a darker mythology of the cold
personified by ice queens, ice maidens, and snowmen, which has no warm-
world counterpart.

Scientific evidence obtained from a range of sources indicates that ice
ages occur every 100,000 years or so, punctuated by shorter interglacial
periods lasting 10,000 - 20, 000 years. ( (8) ), the Earth is a world of ice
where, every now and again, circumstances conspire to produce a temporary
thaw.*
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(Notes)

enticing : LDEDEDIT S

ponder : #&ET 3

snow deluge : XFEE

fluctuations : Z°&)

meteorites : [BH

dust-bowl conditions : TEEOREIRHEIEE Z UL E RGP I HUEL—#

EEDNRE

Bruegel and Avercamp : 7 U o — 45 ) ([BHOFAITH SN S 16 H#id
77 RNVOER)ET =T )V 2T (EOR
REZEFEREURE 1TSS ¥ 0O

the Pilgrim Fathers : 1620 &£, EMOEBERKD T FY AMHILT A

URTBEL ZEEED—HE
thaw @ EfFit

(1) FTHEDOAEZHITEDICELBELRBDOETROFTNS 1 DRAT,
TOHRFERERAT - —bIIv—2 Liz&EY,

1 Although Britain’s temperature may rise by the Winter Olympics in
2031, the government has sulficient financial resources to cope with it.

2 The warning against a future climate change has finally enabled the
British Olympians to appreciate the advantages of their homeland.

3 A possibility of Britain’s getting warmer may sound like a disadvantage,
but it is good news if the country can host the Winter Olympics in the
tuture.

4 DBritain may be able to host the Winter Olympics in the future, because

the temperature of the country will be very low due to climate change.
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@ THRERQZUFOLSKEWRABEE, ERICAND DR EY L HE
1%, BMEREOMEOMICERALLRI L,

this was not always ( ).

@ THEBDOEGE L TRLBEEARBOETLEORNS | DBAT, TOFE

ERERAT -~ M-I LIzE N,

1 although we still have tens of thousands of years before the next ice
age, we should start preparing for it

2 we may not be living far enough from the regions that may get severely
cold in the next ice age |

3 tens of thousands of years is not enough time 1;01* us to prepare for the
next ice age

4 we cannot feel relaxed, for the time allowed us to prepare for the next

ice age mayv not be that abundant

@) THEADOBEWRE L TRHELRDLORTROTNE | DRAT, Z0ES
ERERAT -~ bMII—ILREN,
1 many scientists believe that the Earth will surely cool down in the future
2 global cooling is believed by many scientists to be seriously damaging
3 many -scientists believe that they must cool down the Earth’s
temperaturs
4 a globalscale cooling system is believed by many scientists to be

unnecessary

B) THHOOREFORFELAUSFORTLZELLOEZTEOPNS 1 DEA
T, TOFBEBERAT—I—bIIR=ILREN,

T neat 2 pear 3 rear 4 instead
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6 THEEHEOOEIHITBITERRIIRDIENEDZ FREOFMS | DFEAT,
ZOEBEREAT - — MY —I L&,
1 undoubtedly 2 undeniably

3 exceptionally 4  comparatively

{7) TRBOPEL TWERE 1 BEALTMSHREHNL, TheBEREOR
EDWIZEEALRE N,

8 TR ANADIZRDHELURENETEOHNS 1 DEAT, TOESS
BERAY——FiI—2 L&,
1 What is more 2 In spite of that

3 On the contrary 4 Put another way

@ RDOEWXLIZDNT, EXOHRFRL—BTHHOICEEEZ, —BLELDD

R E, TNENBEA~Y -~ MIv—7Lad 1,

1 The British government had been trying to cool down the country’s
temperature until they found out it was not necessary.

2 In his book Lowell Ponte appeals for strong means against‘ another ice
age.

3 Although a long period of cold weather followed the hot decades of
the 1910s to the 1940s, some climatologists maintained their theory of
global warming.

4 One reason we can imagine an ice age vividly is that it has been
described in many popular science books and television documentaries.

5 People in warm climate regions usually do not personify the cold in their

cultural traditions.

ADR—PEBETT,
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The Russian space agency Roscosmos is planning to travel to the moon —
and stay there. ‘We're not talking about repeating what mankind achieved 40
vears ago,’ said Vladimir Popovkin, head of Roscosmos. “We're talking about
establishing permanent bases.’

Roscosmos has already said that it aims to put a man on the moon by
2030. The mission was revealed al the Global Space Exploration Conference —
an international space conference (1was 2 nor China 3 which

(7]
4 America 5 neither 6 at) present.

The Japanese space agency JAXA also revealed that ( 1 missions
t1)

2 planning 3 moon 4 was 5 manned 6 it). ‘We are looking at

the Moon as our next target for human exploration,” said “uichi Yamaura, an
associate executive director at JAXA.

An official statement from the conference said, ‘The International
Space Station has (1 alot 2 about 3 us 4 more 5 learn

=)}
6 helped) humans in space but we still have more to learn. Will private space

entities eventually turn to a seftlement and colonisation model going forward,

and will this open up space settlement and colonisations in ( 1 were 2 of
)

3 thought 4 that 5 not & ways) in previous decades?

‘We have produced and [lown more hardware over the last 30 years than
we will need for Mars, although the necessary technologies aren’t necessarily
the same. The key to success is austere™ programs that are properly led and

focused.

(Note)
austere : BL
BOR—JIERAIKTT,
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(15 )

! Excuse me, sir. Could you help me a second?
:Yeah. Sure. { () ). How can I help you?

! I'm trying to get to the Plaza Hotel and I don’t know where I am or how to

get there.

: Okay. Well, right now, we're on 42 nd and Broadway. Um, { ¢) ), I

would probably walk over two blocks towards 5th Avenue and ( &) ).
And walk approximately 17 blocks or so. You'll see the hotel on your leit-

hand side.

! Do you know about how long ( @ )?
: About 20 to 30 minutes.

: Well, you know, ( &) ). Um, is there a subway line I could take to get

there a little [aster?

: Sure. You can take the N & R uptown and get off at the third stop. That

should take you to 5th Avenue. You'll see the hotel right in front of you.

* You know, do you think if I took a cab, I could get there faster?
: You could. But in today’s traffic, I wouldn't.

: All right. Thanks for your help.

@ )
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no kidding 2 no passing 3 - no problem 4 no way

since you have heavy luggage

- since you're walking

since were going in opposite directions
since you're exhausted
make a draft make a left
make a move make a shift
that’s going to cover that’s going to last
that’s going to run that’s going to take

I'm going to hang around I'm out of cash at the moment

BN RN RN

I'm kind of on a diet I'm kind of in a hurry.
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sales

[+ - B 52 B 2 T ]

days

Sales vary.

Sales rise gradually.
Sales drop suddenly.
Sales remain constant.

Sales decrease by degrees.

. Sales increase dramatically.
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