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Forty-one years ago, al the height of the Cold War™, the philosopher
Karl Popper published a shorl anti-Marxist volume entitled The Poverty of
Historicism. In using the term historicism, Popper meant to refer to any
system of ideas L_h___g“_l_ claimed, like the philosophy of Karl Marx™, that the
unfolding of human history can be predicted in advance. Marx had famously
assex’ted1 that communism was the world’s social and political destiny. And

{1 :
Popper,‘possessor of a ]i.E¢2011g revalsion toward communism, aimed to take the
wind out of Marx’s claim.

Popper's argument was as clever as it was simple. To begin with, he said,
we all accept that the ( T ) of human knuwledgé"ﬂ‘has an influence ‘on the
course of histery., In the 1930s scientists came to understand the basic physics
of the atomic nucleus, and mankind soon had to face up to the disconcerting
power of nuclear weapons. Changes in knowledge clearly have an effect on
history. 1t is also true, said Popper, that we cannot predict how ouwr knowledge
will grow, for learning means disc%;ve:’ing someti}iné,r new and unexpected. If
we could predict future discoveries now, we would know aboui them (@ ).

So, if changes in knowledge influence the course of history, and we cannot

i

foresee such changes, history must be beyond prediction. Fhe belief in

12

historical destiny,” as Popper put it, “islsheer superstition. . .. There can be no
prediction of the course of human history by scientific or any other rational
methods.” |

Whether this argument makes sense or not, most of us_would accept its
conclusion. Humanity is an immensely complicated network of more thax{lA }s_ix_
billion individuals, and in view of the formidable complexity of even a single
human being, it is no surpris% ‘that our collective future cannot be foreseen.
There are certainly no equaiti:)lls for history. Indeed, while the physical
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sciences reveal numerous regularities that can be caplured in immutable®
A — "
=

scientific laws, this does not seem to be the case in the social world where

emotional and unpredictable humans take center stage. Lump together all the
© N

fields that deal with the lives and actions of people, and it is impossible to find

a single topic that can be wrapped up with a few simpie laws like those of

physics or chemistry.

Is it conceivable that there could be mathematical laws for the human
world?  Many people find it distinctly unsettling even to consider the
possibility. As individuals, we prize our frggdom to do and think what we will.
Mathematics, by contrast, i\:} thought of as being rigid and restrictive, its
inflexible symbols ( @ ) perhaps to the description of mindless and soulless

matter, but certainly not to the lives of living, breathing humans.

(Notes)  the Cold War : %, 1950 FE{X~1980 ERO T AU H L [HVHED
DRt 8 1%
Karl Marx : J7—JL « <)L 7 Z (1818—1883). R vy - #ae
Ho [BERIZ2E L, TOEBETL Y AEHEREN S,
immutable : RZED .
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1 begnming_ _ 2 discovery 3 growth .4 prediction

2 B @ NCADBIREEBEBHELTRLEYALOE FTROFMS 1D
BAT, TOBRRZRERT -0 —MIv—sLEh,
1 already 2 carly 3 lately 4 then

3 FHEBAEEMEFEROTESRT LS, BLEYALOE FTORMS
I DEALT, TOHEBSEEERR -0~ bPIIT 0 LREN,
1 60,000, 000, 2600, 060, 000
3 6,000,000, 000 | 4 60,000,000, 000

D FREOFEXIIDWL T FEEEARA TS RNRCEE- TS DICRIE
Z, ~HULAEWEOIEEZENCBRERY -2 —MIT—2 LA 0,

1 There are mathematical laws in the human world.

2 The belief in historical destiny is sheer superstition.

5 There can be no prediction of the course of human history.
4

The unfolding of human history can bhe predicted in advance.
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1 Natural sciences have given a clear picfure of the basic prineﬁples of

hurnan behavior,
2 Gather everything we see in our daily life, and you can find a subject of
scientific reseavch.
3 Even if we closely observe any behavior of a single human being, no
common regularity will be found in it.
4 If we take a scientific look at every aspect of our lives, we can discover

a certain regularity covering it.

6 TEHT), MORZICBUHLIBERIIELELWSOEENFNRTEOH NS 1
DTDELT, FTOEREBEREEHAT I — PO TLIEN

7} unsettling

1 disinteresting 2 disappointing - 3  disturbing 4 disgusi,ring
“) prize
1 desire 2 protect 3 secure 4 value
7 2z @ YZAHHBEREHVELTRGBEURZLOE FiLOPME 1D
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There can be few things so immediately evcx:aiive}* of Far Eastern culture
as a pair of chopsticks. Only to be found in the major areas of Chinese
influence, these simple, hygienic* implements are eminently suitable for the
kind of food which has made Oriental cooking famous. Depending on one’s
taste they conjure up™ the clean, smooth texture of sashim: or the more robust
delights of Chinese cuisine. The delicate flavor of the former is‘in no danger
of being spoiled by that metallic taste which knives and forks might well
impart™, and for cooking and eating oily dishes they are the most practical and
efficient drainer ( ) ).

There is, of course, a major difference between the Chinese and Japanese
varieties. Chinese chopsticks are invariably longer, thicker and made of ivory
{or now, unfortunately, plastic); this makes them unusually difficult to handle
without practice and many is the foreigner who must have been agreeably
surprised when ( @ ) in Japan to find the smaller, wooden chopsticks so
much easier to use. No more of that surreptitious stabbing of meat halls,

The chief contribution of Japanese culture _is undoubtedly the
transformation of chopsticks from mere implements to objects of aesthetic
pleaswre, a natural outcome of the fact that in the Japanese cuisine the
aesthetic appeal is one of the elements. Rules governing the correct use of
chopsticks abound, but the foreigner need only ( & ) his common sense and
refrain from picking up objects from the {floor with his hashi or, in extremely

polite circles, from serving himsell from a central dish with his own pair.

(Notes) evocative : GUMELEZIHUREZT
hygienic : fi§4 iz kW
conjure up : l’%ﬁﬁa 8L
impart : I X B
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1 imaginable 2 imaginary 3 imaginative 4 imagined
(@)

1 arrival 2 toarrive 3 arrived 4  arriving
@)

T usage 2 use 3 used 4 using

2 BEREOHF-ETHHOZTNTNTEOFNS 1 DT DRAT. +0
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) H1BE
1 Originally chopsticks were invented to eat sashimi in good condition.
2 Knives and forks are appropriate for eating oily dishes of Chinese
cuisine.
3 Chopsticks were introduced into many regions once under Chinese
influence.
4 One of the outstanding features of Chinese cuisine is rich and heavy

taste that distinguishes itsell from Japanese one.

M) 52 BoE

T Plastic chopsticks fail to enhance Asian flavor,

2 Chinese chopsticks are different from Japanese ones only in their
length.

3 Some Chinese are disappointed lo find that recent chopsticks are
made of plastic.

4 It may be easier for the foreigner to use shorter Japanese chopsticks
than Chinese ones,

— f OM3(192—33)
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1 The Japanese {end to avoid anvthing artificial in their food culture.
? Japanese sense of beauty has refined chopsticks info something
artistic.
3 Only a few foreigners can master the correct use of chopsticks owing
to the difficulty in using chopsticks.
4 Foreign visitors are anytime allowed to use their own pair of

chopsticks to pick up food from a central dish.

Em&myfiﬁa?ﬁﬁ_e?o
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{A) “STUDY WITH US. LET'S OPEN THE WAY FOR SOMETHING TO
HAPPEN!"
1 Please visit our online catalog for further information.

2 The police asked for more details to make the profile of the suspect.

3 It is dangerous for old people to do the work of removing snow from the

roof.
4 Tom thought he had a good chance to get the position, for his rival

player broke his leg.

{B} Even if it is sold for fifty percent off, this product is of no value.
1 Wind-generated power has been of great interest in an eco-{riendly
society,
2 There is a conlinuing increase in the number of female students

majoring in science.

3 Looking out over the world, there is a vast number of children deprived

of basic education.

4 Of those who believe in miracles, about twenty percent think something

miraculous has once happened to themselves.

— 8§ — OM3(192—35)



{C) The princess is said to have suggested thal the starving poor eat cake
instead of bread.
1 Galileo believed that the sun goes around the earth.
2 1 propose that the government adopt the report of the committee.
3 “Time is money” was a phrase he always tried to remember when doing
anything.
4 Put this way, the discovery of universal gravity by Newton is

undoubtedly great.

(D) 1t is said that everyone is horn a genius.
1 The blue dress becomes Mary.
2 1 wish you a Merry Christmas.
3 Many people envy you your good fortune.

4  Franklin reiired a wealthy man at forty-two.

(E} The builder dug deep and laid a foundation on the ground.
1 Supply falls well short.
2 We have a taxi ready for you.
3 She got friendly with me after the accident.
4

He studied so hard that he might pass the exam.
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1 customers 2 empty 3 no
4 of 5 shop 8 was
(B} FOWHO=8, MELL 1 BN,
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1 an hour 2 came 3 delayed 4 for
5 accident § the T train
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CH LU0 RDCE D
1 has 2 illpess 3 %eﬁ 4 me
5 my 8 recovery 7 weak
O EHoEhEEAE JoFMEETET.
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1 free 2 latest 3 save 4 technology
5 this 6 trouble 7 you 8 will
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1 follows 2 get 3 growing 4 more
5 shade § tatler 7 the tree 8 with
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C&H 00 W )yO % 3 &2 Yy & ) » ) the water pipe.
1 a plumber 2 came 3 had 4 in
5 to 6 repair 7 we
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