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The Marc_h 11 mega—(quake and tsunami, and the ongoing disaster at the
Fukushima No, 1 nuclear power plant that they triggered, have *sideswiped all
of us. )Nagging worries about the dangers of the radioactivity leaking from

7
that crippled facility and concern for those brave souls striving to tackle the

plant’s many problems leave a dull, aching anguislt;f)that won’'t go away until we
are all assured that it really is safe. Even then, doubts will linger.

But what is to be done with the mountains of debris now *strewn along
some 400 km of the northeast coast where cities and towns and villages once
stood?

Looking at the thousands of images of those destroyed communities, it
seems to me that more than half the debris is comprised of wood. 1 ask myself
and various other experts, can this wood be recycled? Do we want it to be
recycled? Can the bulk of it be turned into chips by heavy chipping machines?

In *our Afan Trust woods here in the Nagano Prefecture hills outside
Kurochime, we hire a machine and operators from a local construction company
to turn trimmed-out branches and poor-quality logs intc chips that we use for
our pathways, where they eventually turn into compost. Such chips are easily
handled and transpfﬁted, and could prohably be burned as fuel. However, I
would be careful about usipg wood-chipped tsunami _debris for compost or
pathways because of the possibility of pollution from all the other stuff that
was washed around and smashed in the disaster.

How to dispose of mountains of woody debris is just one of thousands of
diffiCL_llt c}g]ices that must be made, and made very quickly —as noted in a
speech given in Tokyo on April 14 by Kenneth Neil Cukier, Japan correspondent
of The Economist, who said, “Japan has difficult choices it must make. It is
vital that it constructs the future, not simply rebuilds the past.”

He went on to say; “Some argue that the tsunami's ferocity shows that
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existing protections were inadequate. The mayor of Rikuzentakata —a small
city in Iwate Prefecture that I visited a few days after the disaster, and which
was utterly washed away — has suggestec(yir )Iiterally moving a mountain to raise
the city’s ground level higher. Here in Tokyo, Prime Minister Naoto Kan
speaks of elevating entire communities.”

Mr. Cukier questioned the wisdom of this, and went on to say: “For
instance, instead, perhaps establish better ways to respond to those rare
tsunamis that only occur once in 1, 000 years. The rigk, otherwise, is that
Japan goes bankrupt for the next %99 vears trying to pr(otzect against them.
Also, rather than reconstruct thie same homes, factories and roads, this is a
chance to huild ‘smart cities’ which use energy more efficiently and provide
easier access to public services.”

Mr. Cukier then made another sensitive but very crucial peint, saying,
“Many of the communities in the region were in decline prior to the disaster.
Young people were moving away while the elderly remained. Before 3/11,

a debate simmered over consolidating towns to operate more efficiently.

(c)
Today, the real choice will be not how to rebuild —but whether fo rebuild at

all. The temptation to grant survivors their last wish and restore what
was lost is enormous. But it should be resisted. [ say it with the frankness
of a friend, that Japan must rebuild the region for its children, not its
great-grandparents.”

I heartily agree. Indeed, I would go further, to say that Japan should
endeaver to encourage more young families an&)vigorous retirees to resettle in
rural areas all over Japan. There is plenty of land; there are lots of unused
fields, r'ice paddies, woodlots and pastures; and there are even houses vacant
in the countryside. The population of our own little Shinano town has dropped
from more than 12, 000 when I first came here in 1980 to just under 10, 000
now. So if people are willing to share, we, too, have lots of space.
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Japan needs Lo build a modern, vibrant and diversified forestry and
agriculture sector, and to bring back each and every one of its mountain
streams to sustainable life.  This, of course, will require the old-style
*porl-barrel monster of polifiés and construction-industry concrete to be
tamed — or, wherever possiblef', )banishecl.

Less than a century ag:, with its myriad streams, natural lakes and
tametke, Japan had one of the healthigt, most sustainable and diversified
freshwater fisheries in the world. This could be revived, enhancing not only
domestic self-sufficiency in protein, but also the lifestyles, leisure and scenery.

Streams that were (Silpolluted vet rich in oxygen and natural forest
nutrients would do a great deal to heal the damage done to coastal fisheries by

{his latest disaster and other pollution as they mix with tidal waters and flow

out to the sea.

(Notes)
sideswipe : ~ICEDLRHEZ2E5Z 5
strewn @ #1ELL 7=
our Afan Trust : (The C.W. Nicol Afan Woodland Trust) Z DRI EF 7
CW. = VRSB LT 7 7 > DEHE
porl-harrel : HITTOFBR E@TT DL D7
(1) THRE{O~DEENVHRALEE, BLHEYURLOEZTRORNS 1 DRA
T, ZOBREREAT—sL— v —s LA,

(7) nagging

1 excessive 2 little 3 persistent
4 umreasonable 5 wvague
41 souls
1 folks 2 ghosts 3 inspirations
4 spirits 5 symbols
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(= dispose of

T burn 2 collect 3 pile
4 remove 5 scatter

@ ferocity
1 emergence 2. force 3 frequency
4 reality 5 speed

&) literally
1 actually 2 initially 3 litefarily
4 partially 5 quickly

) vigorous
1 active 2 desperate 3 poor
4 wealthy‘ 5 wise
) banished
1 downsized 2 eliminated 3 neglected
4 promoted 5 refined
#) myriad
1 ancient 2 countless 3 peaceful

4 rapid 5 unpolluted

2 FTHRE@NTETHOELTELWHOE TROFNE 1 DRAT, T0FF
EBERAR—I—PIT—F7 LR,
1 branches and logs 2 chips

3 operators 4 pathways

3) THRLOBERE L TEDENRZDLOF TFROFNS 1 DBAT, TOES
EHMERAT—IY—bMIT—ILBEN,
1 if not building banks huge enough to rise up against rare tsunamis
2 if not raising entire commuagities by ignoring rare tsunamis
3 if adopting wrong ways to react against rare tsunamis at all
4 if creating so-called smart cities to respond to rare tsunamis at all
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@ Mr. Cukier DERIZRDS>EDEND. BLEDRDDETFTROFNS ]

DEALT, TORFERERT -V —-MIw—F Lz,

1 In order to restore the damaged lands, their ground level must be
elevated higher by moving a mountain. ‘

2 We should assure survivors of safety and relief by rebuilding-their own
houses.

3 Young people who moved away from tsunami-stricken districtsl should
return, because their future is for their children not for their grandparents.

4 Reestablishing the destroyed areas as they used to be needs reviewing.

B) TEHCOEENNEE L TRDEDRDOETROPNS 1 DBAT, £
DEBEBEAR—I—PRX—T L&,
1 B &N & OREAINEREEHS D DEmATTER > T,
HEA O 2 RN SRS T2 FREES T,
FHT—ER0HRED OHE BERFEOSHREBEIRN TV,
K ORGSR BB L ZERIGEVIERENT W .

= W Mo

6 THRINDOEFHATEL L THLEDZBOZTIROFNE 1 DRAT, ¥

DBESERERA~T—I—PMI—T LS,
1 Dbeef 2 crops 3 dairy products
4 eggs 5 fish
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(1) ROBIMEZOABLEEG D TWBBEIENEIZ, B2 TWRNESITIE

(B1%E, ThTEERY—I—hMIv—7Lizdn,

T The author suggests reusing the washed-out timber debris, hut he also
points out that some attention should be paid because ié is possibly
pollllted.

2 In the Afan Trust woods, the local construction company takes the
initiative in recycling poor-quality logs. )

3 ’fhe author visited Rikuzentakata just after the mega-guake and
discussed with the mayor the possibility of reconstructing the city.

4 The population of Shinano town has increased by 2,000 compared to
1980.

5 According to the author, better use and conservation of present natural
resources will alleviate the evils in politics and the construction industry.

6 The author helieves that politicians and the construction industry fight
for their own interests, which is indispensable to fulfill his hope.

7 The author assumingly wishes to help those who have lost their property
by offering them the woodland restoration project he is engaged in

Nagano.

8 The damaged coastal fisheries might be revived by preserving streams

and forests particularly in Nagano.
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ROENDERIZANDDIZ, BRBBE2HOETILORNS 1 DEAT, *

DESEBEAT— /Y — MIT—J LBEN, 36 4D

(1) I had a lump in my ( ). BICEWHOMASL BT TER,

(2) He has a sweet ( ). EERHEHETT,

(3) I must take this lesson to ( ). MR ZOBMNEFICHRCTEMIRY
sz,

(@) She made a slip of the ( ). WREBOETNSEE,

(5) She gave him the cold ( ). BLRRCOCHEESDEE,

(6) Beauty is ( )-deep. SME TR AL SN,
(7) Heis a pain in the ( ). ICEE- TWwa,
(8) Please keep your ) crossed. D ELWLEIDITH - T,
T arm ) 2 fingers 3 heart
4 liver 5 neck 6 shoulder
7 skin & throat 9 tongue
10 tooth
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ROBEFEXDZEFR( 7 I~ 2 YRANZDIZEHETNRBOETED

NG 109 DRBAT, TOEBEBERT -V —PMIY—0LEEN,

(A} Julia:
Paul:
Julia:
Paul:
Julia:
Paul:

(7

(4

(o

(B) Sandra:

Lisa:
Sandra:
C 4 ).
Lisa:
Sandra: OK, but Tl (
( 7 ) 1 body
3 Theight
( 4 ) 1 sense
3 way
(= ) 1 get
3 save

(12 &)

How did he guess what we havein { F )?

He seems to have found out our plan.

The cat seems to be out of the ( 4 ).

I think we underestimated him.

Is it too late to change our tactics?

Better late than ( %7 ), you know,

1 doubt
3 haste
1 bag
3 car

1 never

3 soon

R A L S

general
mind
bhasement
house
nothing

usual

I envy you for keeping your ( 7 ).

You have only to ge on a diet and do a proper amount of exercise.

Easier said than done.

I've tried several times, but it's no

Don't give up. Try again. To go on is to go up.

R T LA N )

) it a little easier.

figure
weight
use
wonder
keep

take
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()

Martin stole my book from me.

Martin robbed me ( ) my book.

As far as I know, his story is true.

To my ( ), his story is true.

I got the ticket for nothing.
I got the ticket ( ) of charge.

Whenever she comes to Hakodate, she visits this church.

She never comes to Hakodate ( ) visiting this church.

The new model is higher in quality than any other car on the road.

The new model is ( ) to every other car on the road.
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