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ROFEXZEHAT, TROBMITERIDE N, (56 &)

What is news? -
A simplistic definition of news can be drawn by paraphrasing Justice
(N

Oliver Wendell Holmes’s famous definition of the law. The law, Holmes said,

_ is what the courts say it is. Nothing more. Nothing less. In similar fashion,

we might say that the news is what news directors and journalists say it is.

( ), when you turn on your television set to watch a network or local

2

news show, whatever is on is, by definition, the news. But if we were to take
. (3)
that approach, on what basis could we say that we haven’t been told enough?

Or that a story should have been covered but wasn’t? Or that too many stories
of a certain type were included?

If objections of this kind are raised by viewers, they must have some
conception of the news that the news show has not fulfilled. Most people, in
féct, do have such a conception, although they are not always fully conscious
of what i_t is. When people are asked, “What is the news?” the most frequent

answer is “what happened that day.” This is a rather silly answer since even

{

( a (b )Y{ ¢ )Y{( d )caneasily ( e Y ( f ) ( g )
5)( h ) that an uncountable number of things happen during the course of a
day, including: your breakfast, that could hardly be classified as news by any
definition. In modifying their answer, most will add thajt the news is
“important and interesting events that happened that day.” This helps a little
but leaves open the question of what is “Important and interesting” and how
thsﬁ) is decided. Embedded somewhere ih one’s understanding of the phrase

(N
“important and interesting events” is one's definition of the news.

Of course, some people will say that the question of what is important and
interesting is not in the (little) problematic. What the president says ‘or does
is hmportant; wars art(38)_important, and ( # ) are rebellions, employment
figures, elections, and appointments to the Supreme Court. Really? We doubt

— 1 — OM31(528—467)



that even the president b_elieves everything he says is important (take, for
example, the elder president Bush’s remark that he doesn’t like broccoli).
There are, as we write, more than fifteen to twenty wars and rebellions going
on in the world. Not even the New York Times, which claims to be the
“newspaper of public record,” reports on all, or even most, of them.

Some readers will remember the famous comedy routine “The Two

Thousand Year Old Man” by Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks. Upon being asked
‘ (9)

what he believed to be the greatest invention of humankind during his life
span, the old man replied unhesitatinély, “Saran Wrap.” Now, there is a great
deal to be said for Saran Wrap. We suspect that in the long run it may prove
more useful to the well-being of most of us thaxgma number of inventions daily
given widespread publicity in the news media. Yet it is fair to say that almost
no one except its manufacturer knows the dafe of Saran Wrap’s invention or
even cares mucﬁ to know. Saran Wrap is not news.

On the day Marilyn Monroe committed suicide, { @ ) did many other
people, some of whom may have had reasons as engrossing as, and perhaps
more significant than, Miss Monroe’s. But we shall never Enow aboutr those
ﬁeople or their reasohs; the journalists at CBS and NBC and the New York

Times simply took no notice of them.

What we are driving at is this: “importance” is a judgment people make.

ay
Of course, some events — the assassination of the president, the independence

of a country, eté. — have near-universal interest and consequences. But most
news is not inherent in the event. An event becomes news. And it becomes
news because it is selectéd for notice out of the buzzing, booming confusion
around us. This may seem a fairly obvious point, but keep in mind that many
people believe the news is always “out there” waiting to be gathered or
collected. In fact, the news is more often made than gathered. And ‘it is made
on the basis of what the journalist thinks iinportant or what the journalist
thinks the auciience thinks is important or interesting. -
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the elder president Bush : 2 41 {UKEKHEEG.H.W.Bush (ZE{F 1989~93 4F)
)R |
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CBS and NBC : Wi N &REDKHESH
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1 But then 2 TFor all that

3 In other words 4 'On the one hand
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1 if we should follow that definition
2 if it were not for that definition
3 if that definition were not adequate
4

if we should resist that definition
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1 accepted 2 invented 3 reported 4 suppressed
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1 be 2 ' give 3 it 4 made

5 sgee 6 those 7 to ' 8 who
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1 does not care about ' 2 does not deepen

3 does not refer to 4  does not solve
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Upon being asked = When ( ) ( ) asked
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1 apparently 2 eventually 3 obviously 4 previously

1 THENOBBLZFOEVWH®ALL TR ELRD @&"FEBGDEFm 51D
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1 what we must admit 2 what we get to know

3 what we mean to conclude 4 what we finally see
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I walked on quickly; but in a minute I felt a hand on my shoulder.

“You're in a great hurry,” he said cordially.

“I am,” I answered briefly.

“C (@ ),” he said.

“Why?" I asked.

“C ) )

I did not answer, and he walked by my side silently. We continued thus
for perhaps a quarter of a mile. We passed a stationery store* and it occurred
to me that ( (C) ). It would be an excuse to be rid of him.

“C ) ),”Isaid. “Good-bye.”

“I’il wait for you.” _

I shrugged my shoulders and went into the shop. I asked for something
that I know could not be 'provided, and in'a minute came out into the street.

“Did you get what you wanted?” . he asked.

“No.” |

We walked on in silence, and then came to a2 pldce where several streets
met. I stopped at the curb.

“Which way do you go?” 1 inquired.

“Your way,” he smiléd.

“( &) )

“I'll come along with you and have a cup of tea.”

“C () ), I retorted I:rigiclly*.

“1 “\roncler if I thought there was any chance of getting one.”

“Do you see the wall in front of you? 1 said, pointing.
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i “Yes."
“In that case I would have thought you could see also that ( (& ).
“1 vaguely suépected it. I confess.”
I could not help.a chuck;le*. It is one of the defects of my character that

( (h) ) who makes me laugh.

{(Notes)
‘stationery store : XERE
frigidy : B¥IT |
chuckle : <9< FH&WN

"1 For the pleasure of your society
I cannot altogether dislike anyone

I don’t want your company

oW N

['ll walk along with you

o

I'm going home
I'm going in here

I might as well buy some paper

o0 ~N

You might wait for an invitation
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(1) DOEFHOBEVE, ThEHLD ETI3ENTZBMICRITRN,

There' is ( ) (B ) ( ) ) in possessing an object
¢ )« ) the effort to attain it. )

1 as 2 half 3 in . 4 not

5 so 6 pleasure 7 the

@) FWOMFHETHS S LMOEHER2LTNED &, ATCHEME X,
Give the devil ( > (5 ) ( ) (2 ) ( ) ( )
{ ) or what he is. - .
1 - any 2 due 3 he 4 his

5 is 6 matter " 7 no . 8 who

Q) AZBREBRT20OREH2TIIRL, E£IETHS,
It is not the ( Y (B ) ( ) ( ) ( ), C & ) the
( ). '
1T but 2 city 3 life 4 man
5 nor- 6 ruins 7 that 8 the
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overcome vou; if vou quarrel, you will (

) together, no enemy can

)« > < )« ).

T an 2 agree 3 as
4 easy 5 fall 6 long
7 only 8 prey 9 you
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