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A child is born into the world. At this point of time, when the child is just
born, some would say that it is in effect simply an animal. Yet it has
undoubtedly something, indeed 2(11 )great deal, of a human shape, and it
possesses the physiological and other bodily equipment that will eventually
make possible the performance of characteristic human functions, many of
which will constitute distinguishing marks from the merely animal. What
those distinguishing marks are and whether there is anything that constitutes
a clear and definite dividing line between the human and the animal is a
question which I shall not discuss at this point. It has often been said that
man possesses reason and animals do not, that man can use language and
animals cannot, even that man has a soul and animals have not. I think that
most of these claims for a sharp distinction hecome eroded after close

(2
examination and investigation. None of this, however, prevents it being the

case that there are characteristic human functions and qualities, whether or
not these are in any sense absolute. A new-born child is even capable of
certain forms of expression that one does not find in all animals, e.g. crying,
though not as yet perhaps smiling or similar expressions of pleasure. Hence,
to say that at this time the child is in effect simply an animal is to pugca)a great
deal of weight on the words “in effect.” Indeed a new-born child lacks many of
the functions and capacities of a grown animal, even a fairly lowly one; its
sense-organs, for example, are very undeveloped and have at the best lirr(ldir’zed
use. It would be fairer to say that a child is at this stage a living organism of
a recognizably animal kind, but one WhiC{? has not developed many of the
functional capacities that animals in general come to possess, and even less of
what we regard as characteristically human. Yet the child is equally and
obviously a little human being; all being well, it will become what we fully
recognize as such.
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The process of development is also not typically animal. There are many
capacities that adult animals possess and functions that they perform that a
human child will not possess until some considerable time after animals born
at the same time possess them. Walking and other means of locomotion will
not come for some time; the same is true of self-nourishment. mThe same

applies even to the use of the sense-organs; many animals born at the same

time will see things in some way long before the young human will. All these
are well-known facts that even an arm-chair philosopher can assert without
much fear of contradiction. It is equally obvious that in the leng run the
human child (%\?rill acquire capacities, skills, understanding and knowledge, as
well as many other traits, far beyond’anything that an animal can attain. In

animals too, as the ethologists have pointed out, much often depends on what

happens at crucial stages of development; unless a chick pecks at its mother’s

bill at a certain stage of its life it may never come to peck at all, and may
therefore starve if not ( ) in other ways. This phencmenon, called by the
ethologists™ “imprint(i]gg,” indicates how much may turn on the satisfaction of
certain causal conditions at crucial stages of growth. It is not clear that thjs ‘
happens so much or so obviously in humans.

Presumably a human child is in some sense conscious; but so are animals
conscious in some sense, and all depends on the sense in question. Many
years later the human child will, all being well, be conscious in ways that

animals can never be. He or she will have forms of understanding that an

animal could never have.

(Note)
ethologist : BiIfTEIEE
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Britain, it is said, has a democratic system of government. What exactly
does this mean?

The word “democracy” is derived from two Greek words — demos meaning
“people,” and kratis meaning “power.” Democracy, therefore, is a form of
government where ultimate power ( &) ) with the people. Or, in the words
of Abraham Lincoln, it is “government of the people, by the people, and for the
people.” )

These, however, are little more than fine words expressing an ideal; the
ideal has to be ( &Y ) out in government. The difficulty is, as we have seen,
to secure an egffective Government which behaves in that it is content to leave
ultimate power with the people. Certain conditions have to be fulfilled:

(1) the Government is chosen freely by the people.

(2) the Government knows the wishes of the people, and carries out those

wishes.

(3) people can { () ) the Government with the aim of modifying policy;

(4} the Government submits itself for re-election at reasonably frequent

intervals;

(5) the rule of law is observed.

These conditions cover much more than the notion of “one man, one vote.”
The term “democracy” implies the continuous control over the Government
through free ( (%) ), constant and organized criticism and an independent
judiciary upholding the law. It shows itself in freedom of speech, freedom of
assembly and freedom of the person for, ( &) ) such freedoms, effective

control is impossible.
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