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Arguably the most successful classicai plamst our generation has seen,
Lang Lang (pronounced long long) is a *wunderkind, with more than | million
CDs and DVDs sold, hundreds of sold-out concerts across the globe, and a

{a)
distinguished résumé that would make even his recent collaboration partner,

*Herbie Hancock, offer his admiration.

Superstardom 1n the classical music world didn’t come easily for Lang. He
left rural China at age 9 to gamn access to quality teachers, and he spent
countless miserable nights i a Beijing slum. His father forced him to practice
for most of his waking hours in an obsessive attempt to make Lang No. 1, and
Lang now admits he feels he lost part of his childhood while *honing his craft.

Lang tells of bitter winter mights spent i their Beijing slum apartment
without heating. “When I practiced, my father would wrap me in layers of
blankets and clothing. I would play the piano all evening just to keep warm,”
he says. “I'd even play late mto the might to avoid having to climb into my bed
that was so cold.”

Lang describes his time spent in Beijiing as difficult at best, as he
practiced to not only honme his craft, but also to live up to his father's
expectations of perfection. "You musi play perfect. You must not make a
mistake, Not one mustake,” Lang’s father would tell his young son. Lang
explams that in China, the phrase No. I 1s used in place of the word best — the
No. | manufacturer, No. | busimmessman or No. 1 singer. Lang's father once
told him, “Being No. 11sa (1 achieved 2 be 3 dedication 4 goai

(b)
5 realistic 6 through 7 to ). You can’t control..a competitor who

has more talent than you. But you can conirol how hard you work.” Lang
unquestioningly used this philosophy to carry on, often practicing the pano

eight hours a day, stopping only for meals and sleep.
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This kind of fierce commitment led to entrance into the *conservatory and

i)
dozens of first-place finishes in international competitions, with one in

particular earning Lang the praise from his father he so desired. “After this

great victory, Lang Lang, your life will never be the same,” his father told him.
Lang went pro at age 17 after leaving China to move to America. And
indeed, his life was never the same. With time, Lang would learn that the

tumultuous relationship with his father was borne of his father’s dedication and

G
discipline i nurturing his son's raw musical talent. He speaks of his father

without disdain or self-pity, just m a matter-of-fact tone that says this 1s what
it took to become the success he is now.

Ask Lang Lang what special techniques or philosophies he employs to
excel in his musical craft, his creativity or his career, and he probably couldn't
tell you. That’'s how geniuses are. Einstein couldnt ( 1 his 2 mund

e
3 tell 4 the 5 you 6 way 7 worked), just that he instinctively

knew the right answer every time. Einstein didn’t think in words, bul rather
pictures or movement. Lang Lang thinks m music. Professing that music is
his first language, Lang says for as long as he can remember, he’s had a kind
of soundtrack playing wn his head, accompanying his li:fe"s most memorable
moments. “I heard etudes and concertos, sonatas and great symphontes. [
heard the harmonies and *counterpoints. I heard the action of the music. To
me, music was action.”

Appropriately so, Lang admits he plays the piano, quite literally, in his
sleep. He once was confronted on a flight by his first-class neighbor, who
complaned that a dozing Lang was moving his fingers in the aw like he was
playing a piano concerto in his sleep and knocked over the man’s drink.

While Lang didn’t have a typical youth, he says he’s “like a super-teenager
now. | have parties every night after every concert and spend time with my
friends.” Free time also includes attending sporting events ancd watching his
favorite teams —the L. A, Lakers, the Philadelphia Eagles and Barclays

Premier League soccer team Manchester United.
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You won't find him in the media much, except for attending high-toned
events such as the awards ceremony for the Nobel Peace Prize. He's easy (o
spot, though, with his spiked black hair and sleek “tone-on-tone suits. He's
g}grﬁ:vn]) that classical music doesn’t have to be stuffy. And Lang has

f
ertainly ([priizvn]) that the journey to becoming No. L begins with a single
() |

O o

step.
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Cats —domestic and wild—( 1 ) for thousands of years, anc
throughout that time the relationship of these anumais witlh humans has varied
widely. People have valued cats as hunters, worshiped them as gods, and
sacrificed them as demons. Many of the 37 species of cats have often been
used as symbols of beauty, grace, ( 2 ), and they have heen (- 3 ) for
many artists and writers throughout the world.

Tocday, the domestic cat (house cat) is one of the most popular house
pets. No cne knows exactly how many domestic cats there are in the world,
but 1 the United States alone, it 15 estimated that more than 70 million are
owned as pets. This does not include the numbers of homeless cats that
(4 ) as feral amimals (lhose that had been tame but have returned to
living in a wild siate). There probably are many millions of such cals

wandering about m the streets and alleys of cities and towns throughout the

world.
(1) 1 have alienated humans 2 have amused themselves
3 have attracted themselves 4 nave intrigued humans
(2) 1 femininity, and obedience 2 innocence, and honesty
3 mystery, and power 4 peace, and order

— 7 — OM22 (040—339)



concrete objects

favarite subjects

grow up quickly

settle down quietly

current topics

unavoidable themes

roam about freely

twitter on frequently
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{1) There 1s evidence to support his alibi.

i alew 2 few 3 little 4 liitle of

(2) The program allows representatives {rom many countries o communicaie

1 each other 2 one another

3 themselves 4 with each other

(3) We are conlident that both sets of supporters will at the

World Cup.

1 behave ttsell 2 behave ourselves

3 behave them 4 behave themselves

4) He was as anyone could have had.

1 as a patient doctor 2 as patient a doctor

3 as patient the doctor 4 as the patient doctor

(5) The mathematician gave us problem to solve,

1 a much impossible 2 an absolutely impossible

3 an extremely impossible 4 a very impossible

) . this fall 1s a crucial time for the company.

1 Financally 2 TFinancial speaking

3 Trom financial point of view 4 In a financial pomt of view
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(7) Don’t miss the American Museum of Natural History- in New

York.
1 approximately popular 2 completely popular
3 highly popular 4  mostly popular

(8) . my cell phone rang.
1 Driving home 2 When driving home

3 While driving home 4  While | was driving home
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(1) Most of the world’s existing lake were formed by glacier action.
i 2 34

(2) Whales are especially plentiful in the waters surrounding Antarctica, that
i 2 3

have a rich food supply.
4

(3) The great body of water embracing the contients of the Earth are known
i 2 3
as the world ocean.
4

4} The word amphibian comes from a Greek word means “living a double
i 2 3 4
life.”

(9} For more than 7, 000 years sheeps have been among the most valuable of

) I 2 3 4
all domestic animals.
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