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[1] MARGARET THATCHER was known for a voice that brooked no
disagreement. While still in opposition, she had taken elocutif)lr)l* lessons to
sound more forceful. Despite this, she was often interrupted in interviews
as. prime minister, and in 1982, three researchers set out to unders{and

2).‘7_‘@2’.- They played clips from one of her interviews to a variety of people.

( The clips included segments that ended in interruption (while editing out
the interrﬁptions themselves). More often than not, those hearing the
interrupted phrases thought that the prime minister was ending her
conversational turn. It seems her interviewer had come to a similar
conclusion.

[2] Why? Conversation, it turns out, is a finely tuned machine, as Nick
Enfield, a linguist at the University of Sydney, suggests in “How We Talk".

 Humans mostly follow a rule called “no gap, no overlap”, reacting to the
end of a conversational turn by beginning their own in about 200
milliseconds—about the time it takes a sprinter to respond to the starting
gun. This is all the more remarkable given that it takes about 600
milliseconds for someone to work out what they are going to say by
mentally retrieving the words and organising how they are to be
expressed., '

[3] Peoble, therefore, must plan to begin speaking before their conversation
partner has stopped. That requires a fine attention to the cues signalling
the end of a turn, such as a lengthening of syllables and a drop in pitch.

(4)
As it happens, using a downward. shift of pitch is also a frequent piece of

advice given to those who want to sound more authoritative—Ilike

Thatcher. The researchers studying the times she was interrupted found
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precisely that a shaf-p drop in her pitch accurately predicted an
interruption.

[4] Contrary to popular assumptions, many dynamics of the “conversational
machine” are similar from culture to culture, something that Mr Enfield
demonstrates by looking at both big and sméll languages in rich and poor
countries alike. For example, take “no gap, no overlap”. The cross-
cultural differences in this timing are small, and not always what

stereotypes would suggest( Though the Japanese are often said to be
7) '

polite, they have one of the shortest gaps before starting conversational
replies. In answering “yes” or “no” to a question, the Japanese, on average,
even reply before the questioner’s turn is over.

[5] This is not because the Japanese are rude. Quite the opposite.
Answering quickly moves the conversation along. In general, two people
speaking try to help each other. And to a remarkable degree, they
succeed. Take some of the words that are generally considered
conversational detritus: “uh”, “um” and “mm-hmm”. “Uh” and “um” signal
to the other geaker' that a turn is not quite finished, that the speaker is
planning something more. This makes sense only in the light of the split-

(9)
" second timing with which speakers take turns. Men use these pause-

fillers more than women, being perhaps more eager tcz hold the floor.
(For unknown reasons they prefer “uh”, and women, “url\xol)".) Those who
tend not to use “um” and “uh” often just replace it with something else,
like “s0”, much derided as meaningless at the beginning of a statemeﬁt
[6] Like “um” and “uh”, humble “mm-hmm” and “uh-huh” are critical too.
Listeners use them to show they have understood the speaker and are
sympathetic. To show their importance, researchers concocted™ (elts)devilish
experiment in which speakers were asked to tell about a near-death

experience, while listeners were given a distracting task like pressing a

button every time the speake_r used a word starting with “T". As a result,
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the listener was less able to encourage the speaker with “mm-hmm". This
drove the speakers themselves to distraction.' They paused more, used
more “am” and “uh” themselves, and repeated the dramatic lines of their
stories, desperate for affirmation that they had been understood.

[7] Cicero™ wrote a set of rules of conversation, which included taking turns
and not going on too long. He thought he was the first to do so, but his
rules have been rediscovered in culture after culture. They may be part
of human beings’ shared social instincts, a product of evolution. So, next
time you find yoursélf in cdnversation with a bulldozer or a bore, you
might feel sorry for them, rather than for yourself. They are lacking a
basic human skill. From a certain point of view, what is fascinating about
conversation is not how hard it is, but how well peopie, subconsciously co-

operate to make it seem easy.

Hi#4 1 “The Importance of Pauses in Conversation,” T%e Economist (December

14th 2017)
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[11izonwT
(1) Why does the author mention that Margaret Thatcher “brooked no

disagreement”?

, (a), to show how a person can learn to speak more forcefully, given practice

(b) to introduce a well-known female politician as a figure of controversy
(¢) to remind the reader that she was often involved in arguments .
(d) to highlight that, despite being an assertive speaker, she was often

interrupted

(2) The underlined word “why” refers to
(2) the scientific study of language |
(b) the purpose of interruptions
(¢) the function of words like “um” and “uh”

(d) the reason Margaret T hatcher was often interrupted

[2]izonwT
(3) Why does the author refer to conversation as a machine?
(a) to emphasize that conversations follow set rules and use precise timing
(b) to show that machines can predicf when interruptions will occur
(c) to demonstrate that word retrieval is almost automatic in the mind
(d) to stress that people rarely have time to think before they begin

speaking



[3)iz2nT
(4) What are “a lengthening of syllables and a drop in pitch” given as
examples of?
(a) indicators of the end of a conversational turn
“(b) ways to sound more authoritative without sounding rude
(¢) predictors of an inferruption |

(d) signals to other speakers that the speaker is knowledgeable

(5) What did the researchers conclude to be the reason Thatcher was often
interrupted?
(a) Her voice broke.
(b) Her voice got deeper.
(c) Her voice became slower.

(d) People disagreed with what she was saying.

[4]izonT
(6) Which of the following best matches the author’s opinion?
(2) It is unfortunate that most people will assume things about other
cultures without properly investigating thém.
(b)- Most people assume that cultures differing from their own are rude due
to-awkward conventi(;ns, but this is only partly true. _
(¢) Generally, people enjoy being with others from different cultures,
despite having alternative beliefs.
(@ It is generally‘ believed that such conversational conventions are

different from culture to culture, but in fact they are 'simﬂar. ‘



(7) From the underlined words “Though the Japanese are often ‘said to be
polite”, we can infer that the author thinks
(2) Japanese people are slow talkers
(b) the stereotype of politeness is not accurate
(¢) we should never make judgements about a culture

(d) a short gap between turns could be rude in some cultures

[51iconT

(8) The word “detritus” could be replaced by
(a) tone
(b) junk
(c) standards

(d) requirements

(9) Which description explains the underlined phrase “This makes sense”?
(a) Due to the speed of conversational mechanics, such indicators are
necessary.
(b} As a result of interruptions, people need a way to maintain
conversations.
(c) Because we speak faster than we can think, we need a way to
accommodate. | |

{d) Because conversations happen so quickly, humans need a break.
(10) In this context the expression “hold the floor” is closest in meaning to

(a) encourage others to speak
(b) begin a new sentence
(¢) continue a turn in the conversation

(d) allow others to communicate

..._.7_



1) What does the article suggest is the main function of “um” and “uh"?
(a) to allow listeners a chance to join the conversation
(b) to show that the speaker is not sure what to say next
(¢) to give the speaker time to think of what to say next without being
interrupted

(d) to signal that a speaker is planning to end the conversation

[6lizonT

(12) How is “uh-huh” different from “um” according to the paragraph?
(a) Itis used by the listener to show interest. |
(b) Itis used by the speaker to emphasize an important story.
(c) It'shows irritation with the speaker.

(d) TItis not different.

(13 What.does the author mean by the word “devilish™®
(a) immoral
(b) funny
(c) ingenious

(d) scandalous

[7]icowT

(4 Why does the author mention Cicero?
(a) to argue that Cicero is no longer relevant
(b) to highlight the historical interest in conversational dynamicsr
{(c) to show that people have always used rules in speaking

(d) to present an ancient Roman perspective .



[1]~[71izonT
(15 Which of the following statements is correct?
(a) Margaret Thatcher was. intérrupted because she was an aggressive
speaker. |
(b) Conversational dynamics are based on split-second interruptions.
(c) “Um", “ubh”, “mm-hmm” and interruption are not killers of conversation,
‘but its lubricants.

(d) People who say “uh-huh” are good conversationalists.
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[1] I have a theory that much recent tech™ development and innovation
over the last decade or so has an unspoken overarching agenda. It has

been about creating the possibility of a world with less human interaction.

This tendency is, I suspect, not a bug—it's a feature. We might think
. i)
Amazon was about making books available to us that we couldn't find

locally—and it was, and what a brilliant idea—but maybe it was also just
as much about eliminating human contact. The consumer technology I

(g ‘
am talking about doesn't claim or acknowledge that eliminating the need

to deal with humans direcbtly is its primary goal, but it is the outcome in a
surprising number of cases. I'm sort of thinking maybe it is the primary
géal, even if it was not aimed at consciously. ] udgiﬁg by the evidence,
that conclusion seems inescapable.

[2] This then, is the new norm. Most of the tech news we get barraged®
with is about- algorithms™, Al robots, and self-driving cars, all of which fit

this pattern. I am not saying that such developmernts are not efficient and

.._9._...



convenient; this is not a judgment. I am simply noticing a pattern and
wondering if, in reéognizing that pattern, we might realize that it is only

one trajectory of many. There are other possible roads we could be going
dog;)n, and the one we're on is not inevitable or the only one; it has been
{(possibly unconsciously) chosen.

[3] 1 .realize I'm making some wild and crazy assumptions and
generalizations With this proposal—but I can claim to be, or to have been,
in the camp that would identify With the unacknowledged desire to limit
human interaction. ' I grew up happy but -also found many -social
interactions extremely uncomfortable. I often asked myself if there were
rules somewhere that I hadn’t been told, rules that would explain it all to
me. I still sometimes have social niceties™ “explained” to me. I'm often
happy going to a restaurant alone and reading. I wouldn’t want to have to
do that' all the time, but I have no problem with it—though I am
sometimes aware of looks that say “Poor man, he has no friends.” So I
believe I can claim some insight into where this unspoken urge might
come from.

[4] Human interaction is often perceived, from an engineer’s mind-set, as

complicated, inefficient, noisy, and slow. | Part of making something

“frictionless” is getting the human part out of the way. The point is nof

thatkmaking a world to accommodate this mind-set is bad, but that when

one Has as much power over the rest of t(ztf)e world as the tech sector does

over folks who might not share that worldview, there is the risk of a

strange imbalance. The tech world is predominantly male—very much

so. Testosterone™ combined with a drive to eliminate as much interaction
with real humans as possible for the sake of “simplicity and efficiency”—
do the math, and there's the future.

(Ham)

9
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[5] Minimizing interaction has some knock-on effects*—some of them good,
some not. The externalities of efficiency, one mighf say. For us as a
society, less contact and interaction—real interaction—would seem to
lead to less tolerance and understanding of difference, as well as more
envy and freitagonism. As has been in evidence recently, social mecﬁa
actually increases divisions by amplifying echo 'effecté and allowing us to
live in cognitive bubbles. We are fed what we already like or what our
similarly inclined friends like (or, gore likely now, what someone has paid

for us to see ir(lzs) an ad that mimics content). ,; In this way, we actually

become less connected—except to those in our group.

[6] Social networks are also a source of unhappiness. A study earlier this
year by two social scientists, Holly Shakya at UC San Diego and Nicholas
Christakis at‘ Yale, showed that the more people use Facebook, the worse
they feel about their lives. While these technologies claim to connect us,
then, the surely unintended effect is that they also dﬁve us apart and
make us sad and envious. I'm not saying that many of these tools, apps,

30 -
and other technologies are not hugely convenient, clever, and efficig:nt. I

use many of them myself. But in a sense, they run counter to who we are

as human beings.

H#t  David Byrne, “Eliminatiﬁg the Human,” MIT Technology Review
(August 15th 2017) (—#bEZE)
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[1]izonT

@6) According to the author, recent innovations in technology
(a) are full of errors and faults
(b) have been creating more possible worlds
(c) have a hidden second motive

(d) are defined by new artificial intelligences

(17 Why does the author say “not a bug—it’s a feature”?
(a) toshow that the trend he describes is not accidental
(b) to show that the trend he describes is significant
(¢) to show that the trend he describes can easily be fixed

(d) to show that the trend he describes is irreversible

(18 What does the author claim about “eliminating human contact”?
(a) If is an unavoidable result of technological innovation.
(b) It is the primary, conscious, but unstated aim of modern tech
development.
(c) ‘It is an incidental side-effect of modern consumer technology.
(d) It is not a stated aim of modern tech development, but may still be an

unconscious aim.



[21iz2onT

(19 . Choose the word that best replaces “trajectory”.

judgment
aisle
direction

reaction

20 . What does the author claim about the trend of tech being used to reduce

human interaction?

(2)
(b)

(c)

People are basically interactive, and so this is not likely to continue.
It is an inescapable result of people’s 1azineés.

People prefer to have easy, automatic interactions, and so it is a good

thing.

(d)

Tt is not a necessary part of technological advancement.

[3JiconT

@) How does the author describe himself in the first sentence of this

paragraph?

He belongs to the camp that would prefer not to be identified.
He understands the desire to be less sociable.
He believes that he is sometimes a little crazy.

He can easily notice people who do not like to interact with others.

@2 What image does the author create of his personal social development?

He treated communication as a coniplex but satisfying game.
He was very shy and hated to speak with strangers.
He cQuld be sociable when he was keeping his own company.

He often found interpersonal interaction quite difficult or confusing.



[4]izonT
@3 According to the author, what is a major aim in engineering modern
technology?
(a) It should be made to improve the pleasure of human interaction.
(b) . It should be made to reproduce human interaction -as perfectly as
possible. ‘ ‘
(c) It should be made to function smoothly and effectively.

(d) It should be made to create a feeling of masculinity.

@4 What does the author argue about the “mind-set” of engineers?
(a) Itis a shining example and representative of most of humanity.
(b) TItis basically antisocial. ‘
(¢) Ttis strangely unbalanced and illogical.
(d) Itis a common ‘way of thinking for most men and for many women as

well.

@5 Why does the author say “do the math, and there’s the future”?
(a) to show that math is an essential subject for engineers
(b) to show that if we add together the previous observations, we can see
where these developments are headed
(¢) to show engineering inevitability creates a future with less “frictionless”
human interaction
(d) to show how a reduction in human interaction results in a view of male

engineers as antisocial and uncommunicative



[5]izDonwT

@26 What does the author mean by the word “tolerance”?
(a) tolerance of people who are hostile
(b) tolerance of a society with less interaction
(c) tolerance of a more technology-dependent world

(d) tolerance of other people in society

@7 What are we “fed”?
(a) a stream of orders
(b) our favourite food
(c) a selected diet of information

(d) news about our friends and associates

@8 What is meant by “an ad that mimics content”?
(a)  an advertisement based on things our friends pay for
(b) an advertisement which appears not to be an advertisement
(¢) an advertisement which does not teach us anyfhing

(d) an advertisement which contains imitations

[6]IZoWnT
@9 The author mentions that social networks are also a source of
unhappiness. What evidence does he provide?
(a) a study that linked Facebook with feeling sick
(b) a study that linked Facebook with levels of saﬁsfaction.
(¢) a study that linked Facebook with relationship problems
(d) a study that linked Facebook with positive life choices



@80 What does the underlined sentence mean?
(a) The author thinks that these technologies are not useful.
(b) The author thinks that these technologies have some positive aspects.
(¢) * The author thinks that these technologies have some human qualities.
(d) The author thinks that these technologies counteract the effects of

being human.
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@) Please place _X articles of lothmg swimming and sporting equipment,

personal belongmg? also not money and jewelry, in the the lockers.
@

@2 Achieving good writing )_i§ a learning process. Start ou(t )_b_z writing simple,
(a b
clear prose—no words or expressions y01(1 )n_ot quite understand—just tell it
. C

like it is.
(@)

a paragraph no

B) A sentence should contain< )@ unnecessary Wor.ds,<
2 \

unnecessary sentences, in the same reason that a drawing should have no
(c) (d)

unnecessary lines and a machine no unnecessary parts.

(39( )Would you rather do something, or have somethjn(g )done to you? With the
a b,
first choice, you are(s )under control; with the second you are the subjeczc )g_f_
c . . d

somebody’s Whjm. :

(89 Somc? )astonished questions about the nature of the universe have been
a (») {c)

raised by scientists studying the nature of black holes in space.
: (d)



36 Every Writef )cannot face the problem of dealing with identical words or
a ‘ ‘ (b)

phrases appearing in the same sentence or an adjoining one.
(c) (d)

@7 TIran's supreme leader made cleaf )that Mr. Trump’s decision was, on his
aj . (b)

view, further proof )that the United States could never be trusted to keep its

word.

38 - Popular music is more diverse thar(l everZ driving a(s much by synthesizer
a) b) c)
as soaring guitar solos.
d) :

9 The project focuses on access for people Wit}:(L )disabilities as well as >fo_r
. A A

individuals whom the arts are not an option )financially_.
(d

(c)

@0 There are few artists working in these trying time(s which music can be.
a) i (b) c) '
described as transformative.
(d)

DTOXEERFES, XIRE ZFICANZOICS > & blbI%FE IMEGIE e
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The Egyptian landscape has been changing for centuries. One area
( 41 ) dramatic change‘ over the last 7,000 years is the Nile River basin.
One of the most nofable aspects of this transformation is the year-round
irrigation of lagd for agricultural purposes, ( 42 ) a strict ( 43 ) on the
annual flood. Conversion to continuous irrigation, which began around 1500
and was limited only by the level of technology, led ( 44 ) égricultural
productivity. This ( 45 ) contributed to an increase in the population of ;che
area.

Large-scale conversion of bagricultural land ( 46 ) perennial irrigation



began in 1800 with the ( 47 ) of more modern technology. Water could be
retained, raised, and ( 48 ) to summer crops with the aid of barrages
constructed on the Nile below Cairo and at sites on 30,000 km of new canals.
Large dams were built on the Nﬂe at Aswan in 1902, 1912, and 1933. The final
transformation to continuoﬁs irrigation was finished ( 49 ) the completion of
the Aswan Dam in 1960. This full-scale change ( 50 ) a major shift and -

expansion in agriculture.

Hi# : Steven M. Goodman, Peter Meininger, et al, eds. The Birds of Egypt
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989). ,

@) (2) having executed (b) suffering
(c) which pursued (d) which has undergone
@) (a) rather than (b) and
(c) instead (d) less than
43 (a) trust (b) damage
(c) reliance (d) influence
@4 (a) highly (b) to improved
(¢) to enhance (d) away
@) (a) still (b) in turn
(c) alternately (d) curiously
46) (a) contained (b) over
(c) implying (d) involving



47 (a) source (b) culmination

(¢) * manageability , (d) availability

48 (a) distributed (b) attributed
{c) dropped ; ‘ (d) conserved

49 (a) in (b) with
(c) of o {d) as

60 (a) affected : (b) brought about
(c) gave .' (d) relieved

2ODEXOEFICIFEL LB LEFESAS. bo L b#EYRINETNE

a)y~(d)r 5 1 DR v,

6) My grandmother likes ( ) stones such as rubies and diamonds.
Do you know that clean water isa ( ) commodity in many parts of
the world?
(a) durable (b) firm (c) precious (d) sparkling
62 Ina fecycﬁng ( ) in Belgium, it is possible to recycle 90% of a car’s
parts. ‘
They brought a potted ( ) as a housewarming gift for Keiko.

(a) area (b) center (c) device (d) plant



63 Two experts are working on this scientific ( ), and we expect some
results very soon. -
You need to ( ) your voice so that people sitting in the back rows

can hear you.

(a) plan (b) project (c) scheme (d) trend
64 Legislation controlling food has one important ( ).
You must always‘b ( ,) high if you want to get ahead.
(a) aim (b) attempt (c) motive {d) object
65 Peter is the person who ( ) this year's art festival.
I only just ( ) to complete the task before the deadline.
(a) controlled (b) . directed () managed (d) produced
66 Takeshi complained of ( ) pains in his stomach, and was admitted to
hospital.
“Dogs usually have an ( ) sense of smell and hearing.
(a) awful (b) even (¢) acute (d) urgent
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67 Eric Wachsmani¥, BREHEOERZHITTWERELZEEEDO—DITH
LCOBRERD 50D LN GnEEZTnE, 2D, XXy 71—
DEETH B BEFDHI LETFATSRE, 2Y—F Y FREDZ DR
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TERHOoTVE. [H5WBNyFY—hbbobbo IR LF 25X
B L0 L2
Eric Wachsman thinks he might have an answer ( ) ( )
( ) (% ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) vehicles: building .
better batteries. The need is clear enough. The University of Maryland.
scientist knows that “range anxiety” has been one of the sticking points for

consumers. “We want more and more energy out of every battery,” he says.

(a) electric (b) one of the great challenges
(c) hindering | (d) is |

(e) the rise - (f) to

(8) of | ' (b) that



69 LaL, Ny 7U—RNT, THREOEAETEIRL, ERLIIv I 2RV
723, Wachsman##EORHES, EVRECEREHEICEASNE Z L3R
wiEs 9, N ‘

But Professor Wachsman's big idea, ( ) ( ) ( ) )

( ), ¢k )( ) in electric vehicles ( ) soon.
(2) anytime (b) show up

(c) a solid ceramic (d) flammable liquids
(e) won't (f) using

() inside the battery (h) - rather than

69 BiA) EREL AL LT, TOBMENLRESTREZENL, WR2
mz, REFEEZFIEZOF51213, KRELFDF»D5. A
( ) ( ) ( )% ) ( ), ( ) ( ) ( )
viability, refining it, and attracting brivate investment takes tirné and effort.
(a) commercial (b} a (c) works | (d) even

(e) proving (f) its (8) when (h) technology

60 TANVF—FIEEREET AERBFO TS T HO—ETH % Wachsman®
FER, 7Y — YR NF—EEANERBRCHEE S T LIk o THEKRRL
OMBICED D) E LTV EEADQEIERL TS, HHEOHL WIHE
ERBMLTWB D2,

Wachsman's project, part of a federal program to stiniulate energy
research, symbolizes some of the difficult realities nations ( ) ( )
( O % ) ) ( )( )( ) moving rapidly toward

a clean energy economy.

(a) seek (b) as

(¢) address (d) they
(e) face | () by |
(8) climate change (h) to









