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[1] The chances that a small business will survive for five years in the United
States are about 35%. But the individuals who open such businesses do not
believe that the statistics apply to them. A survey found that American
entrepreneurs” tend to believe they are in a promising line of business: their
average estimate of the chances of success for “any business like yours” was
60%—almost double the true value. The bias was more glaring when people

(2)

assessed the odds™ of their own venture. Fully 81 % of the entrepreneurs put
[4)

their personal odds of success at 7 out of 10 or higher, and 33% said their

chance of failing was zero.

[2] The direction of the biasis ( 5 ). If you interviewed someone who
recently opened an Italian restaurant, you would not expect her to have
underestimated her prospects for success or to have a poor view of her
ability as a restaurateur®. But vou must wonder: Would she still have
invested money and time if she had made a reasonable effort to learn the
odds—or, if she did learn the odds (60% of new restaurants are out of
business after three vears), paid attention to them? The idea of)adogting the
outside view probably didn't occur to her. ¢

[3] One of the benefits of an optimistic temperament is that it encourages
persistence in the face of obstacles. But persistence can be costly. An

(7)
impressive series of studies by Thomas Astebro sheds light on what happens

when optimists receive bad news. He drew his data from a Canadian
organization—the Inventor's Assistance Program—which collects a small
fee to provide inventors with an objective assessment of the commercial
prospects of their idea. The evaluations rely on careful ratings of each

invention on 37 criteria, including need for the product, cost of production,
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and estimated trend of demand. The analysts summarize their ratings by a
letter grade, where D and E predict failure—a prediction made for over 70%
of the inventions they review. The forecasts of failure are remarkably
accurate: only 5 of 411 projects that were given the lowest grade reached
commercialization, and none was successful.

[4] Discouraging news led about half of the inventors to quit after receiving a
grade that unequivocally® predicted failure. However, 47% of them
continued development efforts even after being told that their project was
hopeless, and on average these persistent (or obstinate) individuals doubled
their initial losses before giving up. Significantly, persistence after
discouraging advice was relatively common among inventors who had a high
score on a personality measure of optimism—on which inventors generally
scored higher than the general population. Overall, the return on private
invention was small, “lower than the return on private equity* and on high
risk securities®.” More generally, the financial benefits of self-employment
are mediocre™®: given the same qualifications, people achieve higher average
returns by selling their skills to employers than by setting out on their own.
The evidence suggests that optimism is widespread, stubborn, and costly.

[5] Psychologists have confirmed that most people genuinely believe that
they are superior to most others on most desirable traits—they are willing to
bet small amounts of money on these beliefs in the laboratory. In the market,
of course, beliefs in one's superiority have significant consequences. Leaders

(12)
of large businesses sometimes make huge bets in expensive mergers and

acquisitions®, acting on the mistaken belief that they can manage the assets*
of another company better than its current owners do. The stock market
commonly responds by downgrading the value of the acquiring firm®,
because experience has shown that efforts to integrate large firms fail more
often than they succeed. The misguided acquisitions have been explained by

(14
a “hubris® hypothesis”; the executives of the acquiring firm are simply less
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competent than they think they are.

Hik : Daniel Kahneman, Thinking, Fast and Slow (London: Penguin, 2011)
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[1]
(1) What is the general attitude of people who start small businesses?
(a) Despite limited chances, they take the challenge in the hope of success.
(b) TItis common among them to be careful about their business.
(c) They are optimistic because they know that business statistics in general
are unreliable.
(d) They are confident that any small business can survive for at least five

years.
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(2) What does the word “glaring” mean here?
(a) harmful
(b) bright
(¢) noticeable

(d) narrow

(3) What is the main point of paragraph [ 1]?

(a) Almost all American entrepreneurs believe their chances of success will
be at least 60%.

(b) People who start their own business should work harder to survive in the
market.

(¢) Exactly one third of American entrepreneurs are confident of their
success.

(d) Most American entrepreneurs are mistaken about the prospects of their

own business.

(4) What do these entrepreneurs think?
(a) They think their chance of success is 30% or higher.
(b) They think their chance of success is at least 70%.
(c) They think their chance of success is 7 to 10% higher than average.

(d) They think their chance of success is from 7 to 10% or higher.

[2]

(5) Which of the following best fills the blank?
(a) not surprising
(b) unexpected
(c) wrong

(d) not obvious
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(6) The underlined word could be replaced by
(a) enjoying
(b) commanding
(c) adjusting

(d) accepting

[3]
(7) What is meant by the underlined part?
(a) Optimism is the kind of temperament that anybody should possess at all
costs.
(b) If you persist despite obstacles, you can keep the cost of business lower.
(c) Those who continue against all odds may suffer a loss.

(d) Persistency in business is something any entrepreneur has to seek.

(8) The Inventor's Assistance Program evaluates
(2) how much the inventions will cost
{(b) inventions' chances of commercial success
(c) entrepreneurs, restaurateurs, and inventors

(d) inventions as a charitable organization

(9) The analysts of the Inventor’s Assistance Program
(a) gave the lowest grade to 5 out of 411 projects
(b) review more than 70% of the new inventions
{(c) more often than not fail to give grades accurately

(d) assess most of the inventions at lower grades
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(4]
(10

[5]

What happened to those inventors who got a low rating and still persisted?

Their profits doubled after a few years.
They made up for their losses.

They felt hopeless after a while.

They failed as predicted.

(1) What have the psychologists confirmed?

People tend to believe that they excel others in positive attributes.
People tend to think that they can surpass others in every category.
People can objectively judge their own ability.

People are more careful about betting money on their inventions.

(12 What do the words “significant consequences” imply?

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

success in finance
failure of business
loss of self-confidence

degrading of morals

(13 A mistaken belief on the part of business leaders

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

causes unnecessary confusion in the stock market
leads them to act modestly about the value of the market
makes them overconfident about their ability to manage business

tempts them to attempt illegal mergers and acquisitions
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(14 The underlined phrase could be replaced by
(a) have been regarded as a cause of the executives’ bold decisions
(b) have been accounted for by self-confident business leaders
(c) have been the subject of heated discussion among proud analysts
(d) have been understood as a result of excessive optimism on the part of the

leaders of large businesses

[1]=={5]
150  'Which of the following statements is true?
(a) There is always danger in becoming too optimistic about your
investments.
(b) Entrepreneurs and inventors need more encouragement for success.
(c¢) Psychological researches have always helped those who want to be
entrepreneurs.

(d) Statistics show that half the inventors fail and the other half succeed.
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[1] If welook at the languages spoken in the world today, we notice very wide
differences in the use to which they are put. Most languages are the first
language of some community and serve the everyday functions of that
community perfectly well. A few languages have a more restricted range of
uses; for instance, until recently, Latin was restricted to certain uses within
the Roman Catholic Church, particularly the conduct of services* and formal
communication internationally within the Church. Now its use is even more

restricted and it is really only now used by a few people to read the literature

— 8 — AK-L-UZ



originally written in that language.

[2] ( 17 ), some languages have wider functions than that of everyday
communication and are used as official languages in the administration of
whole states and nations, in education to the highest levels and in literature
of all kinds. ( 18 ) other languages enjoy an international role, English
perhaps being the best example of this at the moment. English is the
language of international air traffic, business communication, scientific
publication and the lingua franca® of tourism. Unfortunately, the differences
in the range of roles that languages play frequently lead some people to
believe that some languages which do not fulfil a wide range of functions are
in fact incapable of doing so. In the view of some people, some languages are
just not good enough. Not only do they not act as languages of science, of
international communication, of high literature, they are inherently inferior
and could not be used in these ways.

[3] This sort of opinion can be seen particularly strikingly in societies where a
minority language is spoken alongside a major language. A case of this kind
is the situation of Maori, the indigenous® Polynesian language of New
Zealand. Linguists estimate that English is the first language of some 95
percent of the New Zealand population and the only language of about 90 per
cent. People who identify themselves as Maori make up about 12 per cent of
the New Zealand population of just over 3 million, but although the Maori
language is regarded as a very important part of identity as a Maori, it is
spoken fluently by perhaps 30,000 people. Because of social changes in New
Zealand within the past five decades or so, Maori has seen its uses
increasingly restricted till in many places it is now only used at formal
institutionalized events.

[4] Over the last twenty years or so, there have been a number of initiatives*
in the areas of politics, education and broadcasting to try to reverse the trend

(21
and, as a result, Maor1 is now an official language of New Zealand, is used in
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radio and television broadcasting and is not only a subject of study buft also
the language in which teaching is carried out at a number of schools and
even at one university.

[5] As these initiatives have progressed, it has been possible to notice in the

reaction of some people the very attitude I have been referring to, that some
languages are simply fﬁ)t capable of being used as an official language or as
the language of education beyond the very basic level. Sometimes, the
expression of this opinion reveals that it is in fact not based on logic. I recall a
comment in a New Zealand newspap(zes)r some years ago, which tried to make
the point that Maori was no good as a language because it had to borrow
words from English in order to express new ideas. English on the other hand
could be seen to be a very flexible and vital language because it had
throughout its history been agia to draw resources from all over the place to
express new ideas!

[6]1 However, it is not only in this sort of situation that we can encounter the
idea that some languages are just not up to it. Cicero, the Roman orator®,

@27
politician and philosopher of the first century BC, composed his philosophical

works in Latin partly to make Greek philosophy available to a Latin-
speaking audience, but also partly to show that it could be done. This was
because some of his contemporaries were sceptical about the possibility of
Latin being able to express the ideas and trains of thought of the Greeks! In
their view, Latin was just not good enough. However, this was a language
which went on to be the language of scholarship, science, international
diplomacy and literature for well over a millennium™ Sir Isaac Newton®, the

famous scholar of the seventeenth century, published his ideas in Latin.

1 © Ray Harlow, “Some Languages are Just Not Good Enough”, in Laurie

Bauer and Peter Trudgill, eds., Language Myths (London: Penguin, 1998)
(—EBKE)
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LE]
(16 Which of the following statements is true?
(a) Latin still serves the Roman Catholic community as its primary language
for international communication.
(b} Latin is now only used by a small number of people to read and write
novels and poems.
(c) Latin is an example of a language that has been used for limited purposes.

(d) Latin has never been used as the first language for everyday use.

(2]

(17 Which best fills the blank?
(a) On the other hand
(b) Similarly
(c) As a matter of fact

(d) In fact
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(8 Which best fills the blank?
(a) But
(b) Yet
(c) So
(d) Indeed

19 Which statement best describes the author's view expressed in this

paragraph?

(a) The differences in the range of roles different languages play often invite
wrong assumptions about certain languages.

(b) There are not as many different roles languages play as some people
might think.

() Languages that can play only limited roles are inherently inferior to the
ones that are in wider use.

(d) English is superior to all other languages because it plays a much wider

range of roles.

(3]
20 Which of the following statements is true?
(a) Some 90 per cent of people in New Zealand cannot speak any languages
other than English.
(b) 5 per cent of the population of New Zealand can speak some Maori.
(c) The Maori language is still spoken by 360,000 people in New Zealand.
{d) One per cent of the Maori people living in New Zealand can only speak

Maori.
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[4]
@) The underlined words refer to the fact that
(a) more and more people are using Maori
(b) Maori is used in fewer and fewer situations
(¢) more and more people speak more than one language

() fewer and fewer people speak more than one language

@2 Which of the following statements is true?
(a) Use of Maori is not restricted any more and it is now used even at formal
institutionalized events.
(b) More and more people have started to speak Maori as their first language.
(¢) A number of schools now teach Maori as a subject of study but only one
university teaches it.
(d) There is now broadcasting and education in Maori as well as in English in

New Zealand.

[51]
@3 In which paragraph is this attitude first mentioned?
(a) Paragraph [1]
(b) Paragraph [2]
(¢) Paragraph [3]
(d) Paragraph [4]
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@4 According to paragraph [ 5], which of the following statements is true?
(a) Some people react against the idea of Maori being regarded as an inferior
language.
(b) Some people think Maori is as capable of expressing new ideas as English.
(¢) Some people still think Maori is too primitive to be used for official or
educational purposes.
(d) Some people do not think it a good idea for Maori to borrow words from

English to express new ideas.

9 What does the underlined word refer to?
(a) the expression
(b) Maori
(c) the reaction

(d) this opinion

(20 What does the underlined word mean?

(a) soft
(b) easy
(c) capable

(d) adaptable

(6]

29 What does the underlined part mean?
(a) Some languages are not necessarily superior to other languages.
(b} Some languages are not useful in this kind of situation.
(¢) Some languages are incapable of expressing ideas.

(d) Some languages are just not good enough.
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28 Cicero wrote his philosophical works in Latin partly to prove that
(a) he was fluent enough to use the language
(b) it was possible to teach Greek language to Latin-speaking people
(c) Latin was capable of presenting ideas which Greek could not

(d) Latin was good enough to express Greek ideas

29 The author mentions Sir Isaac Newton here to show that
(a) Latin was more useful than Greek to express ideas of modern science
(b) Latin was sufficient as a scholarly language
(¢) knowledge of Latin was a sign of intellect in the seventeenth century

(d) English was not sufficient to express certain new ideas

[1]==T61]

80 The purpose of the author in writing this essay is
(a) to point out wrong assumptions about the so-called inferior languages
(b) to prove that some languages are inherently inferior to others
(c) to encourage the restoration of Latin and Greek

(d) to show that only modern languages are capable of expressing new ideas

KROELFOTHRBOXREDEIREZER, TNICE 2L DEVERDDLD
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The King James Bible has been called the Book of Books. It has a good claim
to this title. It consists of sixty-six different “books.” It has sold more th(;i any
other single book since its publication in 1611. It has carried the Protestant faith
around the globe. And, by the law of unexpected consequences, its impact,
alongside and often outside itgg)&;ﬂ role in spreading the Word, has been radical

33
and amazingly wide-ranging. This Bible is one of the fundamental makers of the
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modern world. It has set free not only its readers and its preachers but those who
have used it as a springboard to achieve gains and enrichment in our world never
before enjoyed by so many. This book walks with us in our life today.

Its impact on the English-speaking world is unparalleled. It can touch on
(39 135
mysteries which seem beyond our reach yet at times we sense them to be there.

It can teach us day-to-day morality. It gave us myths and stories which are as

familiar to us as the histories of our own families and communities. It stands still
(36)
as a book of great language and beauty.

There has never been a book to match it. It has a fair claim to be the most
87 @y

pivotal book ever written, a claim made by poets and statesmen and supported by
(39

tens of millions of readers and congregations. It declared itself to be the Word of
God. Many people have believed and cleaved to that and some still do. But

(@0)
everyone, even atheists, has benefited from many of its unexpected consequences.

Hi : Melvyn Bragg, The Book of Books (London: Sceptre, 2011)

B) (a) demand (b) right (c) statement (d) complaint
32 (a) essential (b) indirect (c) active (d) obvious
3 (a)] profound (b) new (c) political (d) liberal

34 (2) unequalled (b) unexpected (c] unbelievable (d) unknown

(5 (a) contact (b) discover (c) mention (d) inspire

@6 (a) stop (b) remain (c) hold (d) halt

37 (a) challenge (b) rival (e) surpass (d) replace
B8 (a) clear (b) impartial (c) reasonable (d) moderate
B9 (a) well-known (b) respected  (¢) artistic (d) important
40 (a) question (b) support (c) oppose to (d) stick to
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@41) Take the medicine 30 minutes after meals, unless advised ( ) by a
doctor.
(2) otherwise (b) so (¢) thus (d) yet

420 Whether there is enough food ( ) for the rest of us I am not sure at this
moment.
(a) keeping (b) last (c) left (d) remained

43 The biography offers not only the best key to the novelist’s personality but
also, ( ) any reader who is eager to know anything about him, valuable

information on his family background.

(a) as (b) on (¢) to (d) with

@44 Despite his tough appearance he is actually sensitive ( ) criticism.
(a) with (b) for (c) in (d) to

{5) Tt wasso ( ) her to say something like that, with such force, that I was

much surprised.

(a) conflicting (b) opposite (¢) reverse (d) unlike
46) The play scored a long run since it was organized up to — and often

( ) — the standard of professional productions.

(a) again (b) beyond (c) enough (d) excess

— 17 — AK-C-02



47 He found that he enjoyed working with his new acquaintances more than he

( 3

(a) expected for (b) had expected
(c) has expected (d) would expect
49 My father, curious and alert ( ) he was to new technology, does not

appear to have investigated the operating system of the machine.

(a) as (b) if (¢) what (d) while

49 He stopped at the door, waiting in vain ( ) her to acknowledge his
presence.
(a) around (b) for (c) of (d) on

60) As far as starting a family ( ), the general trend is having children

later in life.
(a) concerns (b) is concerned

(¢) is concerning (d) should concern

KO TR ()~DDH) B TEIPEINTVWELDE 1 DBV SV

() The beauty of the rose is not confined to what we see: it is also one of the
(a) (b)
most fragrant of flowers. Its fragrance lifts our spirits as few others can. Nor
(c) (d)
there is only one fragrance among roses: it varies greatly between species.

652 In the eyes of foreigners Japanese seem to be a very industrious nation.
(a) (b) (c)
They are working all the time, from morning till night.
(d)
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63 Early feminists argued that woman's inferior position was caused by their
(a) (b)

economic dependence upon men. They insisted that all women be able to
(c) (d)

compete freely and equally in the labour market.

64 The parents who are so angry and worried about pornography to fall into
(a) (b)

the hands of their children are really expressing deep doubts or fears of their
(c) (d)

effectiveness as parents.

65 Anyone who has pursued a political career is often asked when he has
(a) (b)

become interested in politics. There is no easy answer, because for me there

was no single moment or event which led to the crucial decision.
(c) (d)

66 Badminton has long been in the shadow of tennis and lacks the latter’s
(a) {b)
media profile, television coverage and finances. However, the sport remains
(c) (d)

optimistically about its future.

67 The impressions a child receives from his environment during the first years
(a)

of life influences his intellectual development and character very basically. So,
(b)

the impressions of childhood are responsible for whether a person can enjoy
(c)

the beauty of nature or not.
(d)

68 AllT hear in the stillness of the night is the ticking of a clock. The better I try
(a) (b)

to ignore it, the more clearly it seems to fall on my ears.
(c) (d)

(b)

able to guide them to the right direction over the next few years.
(c) (d)

69 1 feel that our students could do better than they do now, and I hope to be
(a)
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60 Florence Nightingale’s childhood was steeped in Scripture. Her mother read
(a)
the Bible loud to her daughters first thing every morning.
{b) (c) (d)
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