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Among the many findings of a city traffic study released on Monday was
that 80 percent of all crashes in a five-year period in which pedestrians were
sericusly injured or killed involved men who were driving. The imbalance is far
too great to be explained away by the predominance of men among bus, livery®,
taxi and delivery drivers, said Seth Solomonow, a spokesman for the city’s
Transportation Department.

The statistic* would seem to put to rest,mfor good, the Mars versus Venus®

question of who is better behind the wheel, and to confirm what auto insurance

)
companies—and at least half the city (women, that is;—knew all along.

»

“It has to do with our motherly instincts,” said Amy Forgione, 35, a driver
for 19 years. Men, she said, feel above the rules. “They feel like they control the
road, that they cwn the road.”

When she drives with her husband, Ms. Forgione said, she buckles her seat
belt and (7  her breath.

Social scientists and traffic safety experts say that male drivers around the

world get into (3)more than their share of bad car crashes, and that the male

propensity* for aggression* and risk-taking®, fueled by testosterone®, is tc blame.
Men, experts say, are more likely to drink and take drugs while driving, to avoid
wearing seat belts, to speed and even to choose a smaller gap to turn through®
across oncoming traffic.

Yet while it would appear that New York City’s finding destroys the old
stereotype of inept* women drivers, under all that recklessness, men may still
know more about cars and how to handle them, suggested Anne T. McCartt,
senior vice president for research at the Insurance Irstitute for Highway Safety.

The high crash rate for men may be skewed® because men account for about
( a ) percent of the miles driven in the country, though the gap Is narrowing,
federal highway statistics show. Increased drivi‘ng adds ¢ 4 ) both the
proficiency of the driver and the risk of getting into an accident, Ms. McCartt
said.

“Part of what gets muddled* when you talk about(4Jgender differences is the
skill of driving and risk-taking,” Ms. McCartt said. The bhottom line*, she said,

is that “(5 aggressive driving behavior is a bigger piece of the pie than skill” when
y

it comes to serious crashes. “The evidence is really incontrovertible® that men as
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drivers take more risks,” she said.

The males of the species are not only more dangerous as drivers, they are
more likely to be hurt while walking, the city’s study found. More men than
women were killed or injured as pedestrians in every age group except among
those over 64 (perhaps because women live longer and were overrepresented).
Boys 5 to 17 years old ( b ) first in the absolute number of pedestrian deaths
and serious injuries, with 785, more than twice the number of girls in that age
range, though elderly people were more vulnerable* as a share of the population.

“These patterns are set sort of* early,” said Tom Vanderbilt, the author of
“Traffic: Why We Drive the Way We Do (and What It Says About Us).”

“You see a lot more boys killed running into traffic,” he said. This is partly
because boys are given more “freedom to roam,” and the culture expects them to

w“

take more risks, Mr. Vanderbilt said. That pattern i1s set early but continues

through every sort of life stage, including{ driving,” he said.

While the experts seem to consider ( ¢ ) ( d ), many male drivers
thought it was ( e ). “mOn the road, I think the most important things are
intuition and aggressiveness,” said Mark Volinsky, 24, who has been driving for
six years. “It's hard even { ¥ } me to conjure those up* driving around the
city, so I can’t imagine someone like my 45-year-old mom being able to function
in that kind of dog-eat-dog environment.”

Rose Pinto, 34, a certified” driving instructor at Sharkey's Auto Driving
School, was not surprised at the city’s findings. Men are overconfident, and it is
their dewnfall, Ms. Pinto said. “Even if a guy doesn’'t know what he's deing,
he’s more inclined to say he does,” she said.

(The New York Times 20104 8 H18H O E L0, —HEWRSH 0 ,)
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Jimmy worked in New York as a designer and lettering artist. Howard was
his assistant. Jimmy, who could become depressed at times, said to Howard one
day, “Howard, if T had to give up, and you couldn’t get another job, what would you
do?” Howard, who was from the South, said, “I would go home to my mama.”

Jimmy was as struck by this as T was when Jimmy told me: that Howard
had something neither Jimmy nor I had, a patch of the earth he thought of as
home, absolutely his. And that was ( a )—many months after I had heard
this story—I thought 1 should begin this book about the South: with the home
that Howard had.

Howard arranged the visit. Jimmy decided to come with us. We went on
the Easter weekend; the timing was pure chance.

It was raining, had been raining in New York for two days.

At La Guardia Howard said, “I hated the place when I was voung, for
the (l}continuitz. i

I thought he meant historical continuity, the past living on. But from other

things he then said, [ felt he meant only that it was a country place where little

changed and little happened. (ZI had this trouble with Howard's words sometimes;
I

[ was toc ready to find in them meanings he didn't intend.

Howard was six feet tall, but slender and light of movement. He was in his
late twenties or early thirties. He was very much his ( 7 ) man. He lived
alone, and he preferred not to live in Harlem. He was a serious reader of
newspapers and magazines, and he had a special interest in foreign affairs. He
liked to cook; and he kept himself fit by playing paddle ball* on weekends. He
was (1 ) to be with, not spiky*; and I put this down in part to the home he
was so sure of and still close to.

Howard said, “You see how the South begins. More black people here, on
the plane.”

Most-of the passengers were black, and they were not like an African or West
Indian crowd. They were almost subdued®, going home from the big city for Easter.

We landed at Greensboro. It was a big airport; and then, just a few minutes

away, proof of the scale of things here, there was ancther airport, just as big.

)
We got off there. There were military people in the waiting areas. It was

warmer than in New York; [ changed intc a lighter jacket.
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Soon we were on the highway.

Howard said, “Look, the dogwood® and the pines. I+ is what yousee ( ¥ )
of in the South.”

The dogwood was a small tree, and it was now in single-petaled” white
blossom. Not the dogwood of England, the water-loving red-stemmed shrub or
small tree that made a bright autumn and winter show. And there were—
Howard identified them for me—oaks and maples, in the freshest spring-green.

The land was flat, like the pampas of Argentina or the llanos® of Venezuela.
But trees bordered the fields and gave a human scale to things. We passed tobacco
barns, tallish, squarish, corrugated*-iron structures, where in the old days tobacco
was cured®. They were in decay, the corrugated iron rusted dark ( b 3, the
wood weathered ( ¢ ). Against the ( d ) this corrugated-iron rust was a
lovely color; it gave an extra beauty to the land.

The highway looked like highways everywhere else in the United States:
hoards for motels and restaurants and gas stations.

Tobacco was still a crop. We saw the seedlings” beingmmechanicallx planted:
one black man on the tractor, two men on the trolley* behind dropping earth-
rooted seedlings down a shafted dibble*. All this used to be done by hand,
Howard said. He picked tobacco in the school holidays. The resin® from the
green leaf stained his hands black and was ( = ) to clean off. I never knew
sbout this black-staining resin from the green leaf, but it was immediately

comprehensible*. It was for that resin, that tar®, that people smoked the cured leaf.

We had driven so fast on the highway that (S)We were in Howard’'s area

almost before I was ready for it. There was a small town center, a small rich

white suburb attached to that town, and then outside that a black area. The
differences were noticeable. But Howard, near his home now\, appeared to claim
both the white area and the black area.

(V. S. Naipaul, A Turn in the South £ )
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shafted dibble i@ >V 7RV E  resin #lEKO S D
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In your own home is a good place to begin every day by being fair.
Our mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers make wonderful ( + ),
if we treal them fairly and do our share to make home a happy ( & ) for

gveryone there.

Helping to keep it neat and ( ¥ ).

Sharing the work that has to be ( v ).

Being quiet when others need ( 5 ).

And giving others just as much right as { £ ) have

to enjoy (X ) with or without you—

There are all ways of being fair and ways to make people glad you live with
C £ )

from the time you ( % ) in the morning until you pleasantly, cheerfully go

to (v ).

Remember the secret of fairness is sharing.
Seifish people who won't (% ) with others find themselves left { # ) and
unhappy no matter what they own that could be fun.
Look out for the person who pretends to be vour friend
but doesn’t want you to like anyone ( % ).
That isn’t a friend—it’s a selfish person who is trying to own you
and hasn’t learned to share to be happy.
(Munro Leaf, How To Behave And Why £ 1)

1 R » )~ (& ) IcAZBUNE (18 &80,

12 ZEEh (% )~ ( % ) KAZRLGEURELZ FHSEY, BETEZ &,
i1} clean (2) bodies {(3) truth (4) hed (5} share
i6) thefnselves (7) them (8) friends (9} happy (0} secret
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Der Schutz von Umwelt und Klima zdhlt zu den globalen Herausforderungen
des 21. Jahrhunderts und genielt in der deutschen Politik, in Publizistik und
Zivilgesellschaft® einen hohen Stellenwert**. Deutschland gilt international als eine
der Vorreiternationen beim Klimaschutz und als Pionier beim Ausbau erneuerbarer
Energien. Auch im globalen Rahmen setzt sich die Bundesregierung aktiv fiir
den Umweltschutz, fir klimafreundliche Entwicklungsstrategien und Energie-
Kooperationen ein.

(Joachim Wille : Tatsachen iiber Deutschland)
* Zivilgesellschaft THEES
* Stellenwert EFik
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La Saint-Valentin

Le 14 février, c’est la Saint-Valentin.

Mais quelle est l'origine de cette féte ?
Personne ne le sait vraiment car il y a sept saints chrétiens qui s’appellent
Valentin et qui sont fétés le 14 février !

On raconte toutefols gu'un prétre* nommé Valentin était 'ami des enfants.
Un jour, ce prétre a &té emprisonné.

Les enfants, qul étaient tristes, lul ont
passé des messages 3 travers les barreaux*™ de sa cellule***.

pourquoi on &change des messages d’amour le jour de la Saint-Valentin !

Voila peut-étre
De nos jours, la Saint-Valentin est célébrée dans heaucoup de pays, mais de
maniére trés différente.

Ainsi en France, les amoureux échangent des cadeaux.
Au Japon, les femmes offrent des chocolats aux hommes.

[FE]

*  prétre . T, EREH
**  barreau(x) : ##
¥ cellule :

IhB
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[dame, dé&ja, demandez, est, la, pariie, que, vous]

@ FEIELh-7-DT, BRLIKEETLIENTEEHATLI,

[al, comme, &tais, j’, je, n’, occupé, téléphoner, trds, pas, pu, vous]

@ bLa-»&B2bbon, BEXEREIANTLELS,

[achéterais, argent, avais, d’, J', ', plus, sl, une, voiture]

@ EHELOEDESPHOTEMN?

[ancienne, ces, de, deux, est, la, laquelle, maisons, plus]

® FLOA— AL, BOID L,

[celle, de, est, frére, ma, meilleure, mon, moto, gue]
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