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Luck is a common feature of human life and appears to arise in four main
ways. First, [ 7 ]. Some years ago it may have seemed wise to
take a degree in computer science; someone who did so and got a job just
before the IT bubble burst may rightly see the fact that he has now lost the
job as bad resultant luck. Second, the circumstances in which one acts
introduce luck. A person who is offered proper incentives and plenty of time
to deliberate may make a wiser decision than he would under less favorable
conditions; it may be by accident that he finds himself in the favorable
conditions and hence makes the wiser decision. Third, [ A 1.
Genetically, some people are at greater risk of cancer through smoking than
others, and because of this it makes sense to say that some smokers are lucky
to avoid cancer. Finally, [ 7 ].  Children who grow up in
a stimulating environment perhaps become more motivated than they would in
a duller setting; yet children rarely determine the time and place in which they
are raised. When we add up the four kinds of luck, the area of life that is free
of luck seems to shrink to almost zero.

(a) . But luck that does—whether the interests

are characterized in terms of welfare, wealth, opportunities, or in some other
way —certainly seems relevant. People who end up less well (or better) off
than others as a result of luck often ask, “Why me?” For instance,(b)manx rich

people, reflecting on the situation of people in developing countries, would be

inclined to think that it is simply the latter’s bad luck to have been born in

poor countries. They would further assume that it is their own good luck to

have been born in rich countries, that they do not deserve their favorable
starting position, and that this makes the inequality unjust. If those who live
in developing countries were in the situation they find themselves in through
their own fault, and not victims of bad luck, no question of justice would arise.
But they are not, and it seems unfair and unjust that some people’s situations

@ (©
are much worse than others simply by virtue of birthplace. The underlying

assumption seems to be that luck-affected differential standings are morally

undesirable or unjust.
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1 luck affects the kind of person you are
2 there is luck in the way one’s actions are determined by antecedent
circumstances

3  the outcomes of our actions are affected by luck
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It was nearly eleven-thirty and she was getting into bed when the phone
rang.

A voice that sounded strange, thin and cracked, said what sounded like
“Maria Yackle.”

“Yes?” Anna said.

“This is Maria Yackle. [ ) 17

Anna swallowed. “Yes. I'm glad you found my note. I'm sorry. It was
an accident. [ @ I

“[ ® 17

It was a direct statement, bluntly made. Anna could not deny it. She said,
“I'm very sorry about your cat.”

“They don’t go out much, they are happier indoors. It was a chance in
a million. I should like to see you. [ @ 1 It wouldn’t be right for
you just to get away with it.”

Anna was very taken aback. Up till then the woman’s remarks had seemed
reasonable. She didn’'t know what to say.

“I think you should compensate me, don't you? [ ® 1 I love
all my cats. I have many. I expect you think that because I have so many
cats it didn't hurt me so much to lose one.”

That was so near what Anna thought that she felt a kind of shock as if
this Maria Yackle or whatever she was called was reading her mind. “I've told
you I'm sorry. I am sorry. I was very upset. I hated it happening. I don’t
know what more I can say.”

“We must meet.”

“[ ® 17 Anna knew she sounded rude, but she was shaken
by the woman's tone, her blunt, direct sentences.

There was a break in the voice, something very like a sob.
“[ @ Ik |

The phone went down. Anna could hardly believe it. She had heard

it go down, but still she said several times over, “Hello? Hello?” and

“[ ]
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I think you should make amends.
You were going too fast.

What would be the use of that?
Are you still there?

The cat ran out in front of my car.
It would be of use to me.

I loved her.

It was my cat that you killed.

m Q9 m g o w >
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On the morning of her third day in America, Shirley sat in the principal’s
office at the public school. Her mother and the lady principal were talking.
Shirley didn’t understand a word. It was embarrassing. Why hadn’t she, too,
studied the English course on the records that Father had sent? But it was too
late now. She stopped trying to understand....

Suddenly, Mother said in Chinese, “Tell the principal how old you are.”

Shirley put up ten fingers.

While the principal filled out a form, Mother argued excitedly. But why?
Shirley had given the correct answer. She counted just to make sure. On the
day she was born, she was one year old. And two months later, when the New
Year came, she was two. That was the year of Rabbit. Then came the
Dragon, Snake, Horse, Sheep, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and now it was the year
of the Boar, making ten. Proof she was ten.

Mother shook her head. Apparently, 1she had lost the argument. She

announced in Chinese, “Shirley, you will enter fifth grade.”

“Fifth? But, Mother, I don’t speak English. And besides, 1 only completed
three grades in China.”

“I know. But the principal has explained that in America everyone is
assigned according to age. Ten years old means fifth grade. And we must
observe the American rules, mustn’t we?”

Shirley nodded obediently. But she could not help thinking that only
Shirley had to go to school, and only Shirley would be in trouble if she failed.

Mother stood up to leave. She took Shirley by the hand. “Remember, my

daughter, you may be the only Chinese these Americans will ever meet. Do

your best. Be extra good. ( Upon your shoulders rests the reputation of all
aj
Chinese.”
All five hundred million? Shirley wondered.

“You are China’s little ambassador.”

_5.._.



“Yes, Mother.” Shirley squared her shoulders and tried to feel worthy of
this great (7 ). At the same time she wished she could leave with Mother.
Alone, the principal and Shirley looked at each other. Suddenly the
principal shut one eye, the right one, then opened it again.
Was this another foreign custom, like shaking hands? It must be proper if
a principal does it, Shirley thought. She ought to return the gesture, but she
didn’t know how. So she shut and opened both eyes. Twice.

(Z)This brought a warm laugh.

The principal then (4 ) her to class. The room was large, ( 7 )
windows up to the ceiling. Row after row of students, each one ( = ) the
next. Some faces were white, like clean plates; others black like *ebony. Some
were in-between shades. One boy was as big around as a water jar. Several
others were as ( 4 ) as chopsticks. No one wore a uniform of blue, like
hers. There were sweaters with animals on them, shirts with stripes and shirts
with squares, dresses in so many different colors. Three girls ( # ) wore
earrings.

While Shirley looked about, the principal had been making a speech.
Suddenly it ended with “Shirley Wong.” The class stood up and waved,
shouting, “Hi, Shirley!”

*ebony HAH
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7272 L. “Boys and girls,” & WU T THhZE O, “Boys and girls,

Shirley Wong.” Tb2bDE L, ZOROXDOHIZ4 LI E, 6 2LIF&EF
B,
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black even ever honor n lead led like out read

red reward sin thin unlike - white with within
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OBJECTIVES : Students will be able to:

1. Explain how the Big Bang Theory can be used to explain the origin of the
universe.

2. Demonstrate, using graphical analysis, how different masses react to the
same force,

3. Describe the patterns observed when the force is applied.

ACTIVITIES :

1. Using masking tape, divide the room or the center of the room into four to
six equal parts. Class and room size will help determine this.

2. (A

3. B)

The expansion of the balloon should be the same for each class so that

comparisons can be made between classes.
Obviously, the expansion of the balloon corresponds to the energy with

which the pieces will spread across the room.

4, O

5. D)

6. Graph the results, noting the number of each color represented in each
area.

7. (E)

8. Make distribution comparisons for all classes.

— 7 —



TYING IT ALL TOGETHER :

It is almost impossible to believe that the variation in the weight of the
different colors of construction paper can produce the patterns that continually
show up in the different classes if the balloon is blown up to the same diameter
in each class. The white pieces very often appear in the outermost areas, while
the blue and red are nearer the point of origin. It becomes very evident to the
students that the distribution of *celestial bodies could be explained by the Big

Bang Theory as demonstrated in these activities.

*celestial body Kik

11 PIHOFHTRY T 2 MAHA~EER S DT b » & bEYIECE, LIFO Y Z b
(B~B) PORAT, TOILTEET, L, MFRERZAEN 1 RILAMHL
BWwbon &g 5,

&. Using groups of students, have each group count the different colored
pleces In a particular sectioned-off area.

. Have one student stand in the center and blow up the balloon.

9. Analyze the results according to distribution of the colored pieces and
how this distribution relates to the Big Bang Theory.

Z. Take a balloon and insert punch-out pieces of construction paper that
have different colors including white. Use 30 pieces of each color.

. Pop the expanded balloon with a pin.
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