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a. The earthquake this year had been a terrible in which many people

died.
(‘D capacity @ catastrophe @ commodity
@ fallacy @ prosperity

b. The cook was able to a dinner from the leftovers.

@ improvise @ incline @ increase

@ influence @ install

¢. The professor told the student that mistakes in exams from
carelessness.

@ arise @ ascend @ expire

@ indent © inspire

d. The population of Chile in 2022 is about 18 million.

@ emphasized ® estimated @ exempted

@ exported ©® extended

e. The student was given an award for his research in the field of

science.
('I) offensive @ outrageous @ outstanding
@ overlooking @ overthrown

f. The lIl “her voice was music to his ears” means her voice made him

happy.
@ convention @ metaphor @ momentum
@ paraphrase @ truce
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a. I 7 | . he will | 8 | to class.
@ come @ late @ more
@ not @ often @ than

b. The prisoner's | g9 | | 10 | the ruthless

monarch.
@ at @ life @ of
@ mercy © the @ was

c. The young man I 11 | new career high

@ a @ embarking @ hopes
@ is ® on ® with

d. It is still hard for | 13—| to ’ 14 l the
death of her younger brother.
@ come @ her @ sudden
@ terms @ to @ with

e. The dean felt that the university should change its 15

| 16 | international standards.
@ comply @ goals @ in
@ order ® to ©® with

f. It | 17 | that if you have a liver disease, vou

| 18 | drinking alcohol.
@ from @ goes @ refrain
@ saying @ should @ without
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Fichive: TV RXFE F ¥ 147 / stirfried: TERLHDE /
ventilate : #8595 / mingle: IEHE %, — #1293 2%  nonprofit
organization : JEEF|FAK  melting pot : 5D

An “international children’s cafeteria,” where foreign students cook their
favorite foods from their home countries and serve up meals, opened in
Matsuyama city in west Japan, in March 2021.

This is a unique initiative in Japan that connects international students, who
currently tend to be isolated amid the virus pandemic, to children so they don’t
have to eat alone. Foreign students have been suffering from harsh situations
with fewer opportunities to interact with people than before, bccz‘:;tse their
schools have been closed and they cannot go back to their home countries. But
through the cafeteria project they are developing bonds with the children and
volunteer students,

On a recent visit, the smiles of children surrounding a dinner table were seen
through masks, and phrases such as “smells great” and “Masisseoyo” (a Korean
word meaning “delicious”) were heard in a showroom near central Matsuyama in
early April. The menu consisted of Korean garlic chive pancakes and Korean
spicy stir-fried chicken. A 22-year-old Korean student, who cooked the dishes
with Japanese student volunteers, looked pleased as 3-year-old Riri Ishii said
“delicious” after sampling the food.

The international children's cafeteria is open once a week and around 50
people in it each time. Students from seven countries including South
Korea, Indonesia, India and Vietnam cook their home countries’ dishes, and
children, who need support for reasons such as their parents being busy, gather
to try the treats. The cafeteria has been operated under thorough coronavirus
prevention measures, such as disinfecting hands, wearing masks and
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ventilating.

The initiative was launched by Marie Yamase, 33, who represents the
citizens group “Matsuyama Sakanoue Japanese Language School” in the city.
Born in Ehime Prefecture, whose capital is Matsuyama, Yamase had worked for
foreign nationals mainly in the Tokyo metropolitan area in fields such as
Japanese language education and life support, but returned to her hometown in
2020 because she “wanted to create places for foreigners in the local area.”
After hearing that “there are households where children are having dinner alone,”
she came up with the idea to establish the cafeteria ( 7 ) a place where
international students and children can mingle.

Many foreign students are feeling isolated amid the coronavirus pandemic.

“l was lonely because I couldn’t meet my family or friends over the past
yvear,” said a 3l-year-old student from India, who came to Japan in September
2019. Though she enrolled at Ehime University in April 2020, all classes went
online. Her classmates were only seen through computer screens. As she began
to live by herself far away from home, she recalled, “I often stayed at home the
whole day.” She learned about the cafeteria through an email from the
university. After attending an event there, she found many foreign students in
situations similar to hers, and she could also share life information with others.
“Most of all, I'm glad to have made many friends. It is also an opportunity to
practice my Japanese,” said the student.

Though part-time work is an important source ( - ) income for
international students, many lost their jobs due to the spread of infections.
Yamase thought she wanted to support foreign students financially even if only a
little bit. A local real estate company has provided the showroom on the first
floor of its building for free to use as the cafeteria. As the eatery receives a
subsidy from a foundation that tackles regional issues, it pays the foreign
students a small reward for their efforts in the kitchen.

According to the Tokyo-based nonprofit organization Japan Kodomo
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Shokudo Support Center Musubie, there were 4,960 cafeterias for children
nationwide as of 2020. Rie Mishima, the PR representative at the organization, is
paving close attention to the Matsuyama cafeteria, saving: “It is a new proposal
that helps solve issues that international students face. Children’s cafeterias can
become a place where \(r:arious local people can get together.”

As the reputation of the international children's cafeteria has gradually
grown, volunteers including local high school and university students have
started to join events, helping to create an international melting pot. Yamase,
who has been EI the solid response, said enthusiastically Ethat she wants
to further expand the cafeteria’s activities, adding, “I want to create a space
where both foreigners and Japanese people can deepen their connections and

discuss things with each other right away in case something happens.”

(725 words) (The Mainichi Japan May 12, 2021 —H8e %)
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a. ROXD FHBIZANS DI ED S 0EQ~QD > B/ 5—
DEAN,
The international children’s cafeteria

@ aims to help international students to become chefs in Japan

@ aims to help international students with their classes that are being
held online due to the pandemic

@ aims to connect international students with each other and with local
children

@ aims to connect international students with their family members,

including children

KOLD FHRBANSOIBLED LD ED~QD > 55—
DA,
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, many international students
('D are being made to cook traditional food from their home countries for
Japanese children
@ are feeling isolated, and are also struggling financially due to losing
their part-time jobs
@ are feeling isolated because they often need to eat alone due to their
parents being busy
@ are being made to go back to their home countries because their

classes are online

EXONEE—HLELSDE—DEA,

(@D As of 2020, there were close to 5,000 cafeterias for children
throughout Japan.

@ Yamase used to work with foreigners in and around Tokyo, before she
returned to Ehime prefecture.

@ The local real estate company charges a very small fee for the
showroom that is used as the children’s cafeteria.

@ Yamase returned to Ehime prefecture because she wanted to help
foreigners there.
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b. TR ARSI B Z — D,
(@ expensive
@ interesting
@ pleasant
@ severe

ZEM B IZ ANB DI b B Y7 b 0 & — DA,
@ participate
@ persist
® proceed
@ produce

FARA C IR BT I — DR,
@ mistakes
@ misunderstandings
@ mysteries
@ problems

EWDICANS DIR b BYIS S DE DA,

@ depressed by
@ impressed by
@ obsessed by

@ possessed by

THRBEOHAEE L TRLEYREDE—DEA,
actively
properly

sincerely

SEONONS)

reluctantly
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d. ALORME L TROEEbDE—DEN,
() The role of international children’s cafeterias during the coronavirus
pandemic
@ The negative effects of the coronavirus pandemic on international students
@ Delicious international recipes served at international children’s cafeterias
in Japan
@ The life of Marie Yanase, founder of the international children’s cafeteria

in Matsuyama
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7 : United Nations Environmental Assembly : [E @B B # 2 Great
Pacific Garbage Patch : A FFFET I AL b, JEAXCEF O RIZH T T OMHMT
THMENWIE AT  Pew report 1 ¥ a—WFETICLBHEGEE
The Plastic Resource Circulation Act: 75 ZXF v 7 &RHRE
marine-biodegradable plastic : #IFED BT AF v~/ Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) : #8556 %¥%E cutting-edge :
B Jc Wi @  hydroponics : K B & B infiltrate : @ E 9§ 5
abrasives : FBE#|  biodegrade : (4 3 % . International
Organization for Standardization (ISO) : [E BB £ ¥ (b # %
optimistic : 28/Y7x  drowning : 35 &

It's official: In March, the United Nations Environmental Assembly
endorsed a global pact on the life cycle of plastic. It has been declared a major
shift in the battle against marine pollution, but what will happen to the oceans
before those potential positive effects come?

Japan's coasts and seas are awash with plastic waste. More PET bottles and
plastic cups and take-out containers were found on the country's beaches than
any other litter except cigarette butts, according to a 2020 study. And that's not
set to change soon: Japan continues to produce 9.4 million tons of plastic waste
annually according to the Environmental Investigation Agency, a London-based
nongovernmental organization.

In deeper waters, the Great Pacific Garbage Patch of floating plastic is
an estimated 1.6 million square kilometers, and the amount of plastic waste
entering the ocean annually could rise to 29 million tons by 2040 without action,
according to a 2020 Pew report. This phenomenon has contributed to the
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35, 000 tons of microplastics already in the oceans globally,

March saw Japan provisionally agree to sign the United Nations
Environmental Assembly’s global pact tlltk::t'liminate plastic pollution by addressing
the life cycle of plastic, (the agreement is due for completion in 2024). In April,

Japan enacted its own attempt to direct attention to the plastic issue from

creation to disposal. The Plastic Resource Circulation Act aims to reduce
1)
the use of petroleum-based plastics and promote recycling, contributing to the

Osaka Blue Vision set out at the 2019 G20 meeting, which is “to reduce
additional pollution by marine plastic litter to zero by 2050.”

Efforts to tackle this problem have not been solely lcgislative: Ihowt'ver.
Enter marine-biodegradable plastic, a material that breaks down ;Ct;to water
and carbon dioxide when subjected to microorganisms, heat and light in aquatic
environments. The material has been hcraldedl as a solution to marine plastic
pollution.  According to the Ministry of Eclloi'lomy. Trade and Industry
(METI), “marine-biodegradable plastics are one of the most promising,
cutting-edge technologies for addressing marine plastic pollution.”

As examples of good practice, METI points to Tokyo-based Plants
Laboratory Inc.'s marine-biodegradable resin for hydroponices, which can replace
urethane-based support structures that deteriorate into tiny pieces and infiltrate
the soil. And Osaka's Rengo Co., Ltd. claims its I:ijlal‘ille-bi()(legl'a(lable spherical
particulate Viscopearl, a 100% wood pulp cellulose-derived product, could replace
plastic beads commonly found in detergents, cosmetics and abrasives.

Kaneka Corp. is expanding production of Green Planet, its fully
plant-derived and marine-biodegradable polymer used to make items such as
cutlery and shopping bags. Its Green Planet-made straws have been available at
T-Eleven stores since 2019 and on Ito En tea cartons since 2021. In April, Tokyu
Hotels became the first chain in Japan to stock Green Planet-made toothbrushes,

From January 2024, Kaneka will increase its annual production capacity from
5,000 tons to 20,000 tons and has set a target of 200, 000 to 300, 000 tons by
2030.

— 1 == OMI1(728—11)



Kaneka spokesperson Chika Harada says the company plans to apply the
technology next to snack packaging and seedling pots, pointing out that it is
“highly anticipated as a business solution that will play a key role in the
environment.”

Green Planet is but one Japan-made material designated “OK Biodegradable
Marine” by international certifying body TUV Austria. To achieve certification,
at least 90% of the product must biodegrade within six months in seawater at a
temperature of 30 degrees Celsius.

Tokyo's Asahi Kasei, meanwhile, obtained the certification for Bemliese, a
nonwoven fabric used in facial masks and disinfectant wipes, while Aichi
Prefecture’s Fukusuke Kogyo Co. was granted the label for a shopping bag made
primarily from corn-derived resin and capable of holding up to 8 kilograms.

A 2020 report by Mitsui & Co. Global Strategic Studies Institute claimed
market growth will result in marine-biodegradable plastics becoming less
expensive and lead to wider adoption. Even so, more work needs to be done on
international standards for marine biodegradability, the report said, pointing out
certifications such as OK Biodegradable Marine are based on standards
“withdrawn"” in 2015 for being inadequate. A Yano Research Institute report
goes further, stating that OK Biodegradable Marine certification is not a
guarantee that the material does not have a bad influence on the
natural ecosystem. Yet, establishing International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) certification for marine-biodegradable plastic would be
one of the requirements for the material to gain a solid footing, according to
METTI.

Still, not everyone is optimistic about marine-biodegradable plastic, with
environmental organizations maintaining that reducing, reusing and recycling
plastic is the better approach. The United Nations Environment Program cites
the possibility that the material would still cause “physical and chemical impacts
on the marine environment.”
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“We do not believe that marine biodegradability is the solution to the marine
plastic problem,” said a spokesperson for Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Group.
Instead, the company called for the development of “a system (collection and
composting of plastic products) that makes use of the biodegradable function.”

Other organizations in Japan, meanwhile, are tackling marine plastic by
rethinking the use of plastic — especially the single-use kind — from the ground
up. Natalia Hirai, communications officer for Greenpeace Japan, says “shifting to
other single-use materials” such as marine-biodegradable plastic is not the answer
to marine plastic, noting that the world “must reduce plastic production at
source” by “drastically reducing and making reuse and refill a new norm in our
society.”

Japan Environmental Action Network is carrying out research and
educational programs about marine plastic. Such activities are designed to fill
gaps in public awareness of key issues. Although 89% of people in a 2019
government survey were concerned about marine plastic pollution, only 52% in a
2020 poll understood that littering of plastic products on land could cause
pollution at sea.

Atlantic Pacific International Rescue, a nongovernmental organization
established to combat global drowning, is also delivering education. Its sea
safety and search and rescue training are designed to prepare people for the
growing impact of climate change, such as more frequent extreme weather and
more catastrophic natural disasters. Its programs, meanwhile, cover the impact
of plastic consumption on the oceans, which affects human health and climate
systems.

“The sea and all the creatures in it are a vital part of our ecosystem,” says
Kate Sedwell, director of Atlantic Pacific International Rescue. “We need it to
thrive, and it is currently being choked with plastic.”

This year the organization tzts_ked[ ?tudents in both Wales and Kamaishi,
Iwate Prefecture, to make new itemsffrom single-use plastic as part of its
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“Precious Plastic Project,” which aims to convert marine plastic into disaster
prevention products such as lifebuoys, rescue boards and lifeboats.

It's possible that increased awareness coupled with greater innovation in the
field of marine-biodegradable plastics could help turn the tide of rising plastic
pollution in Japan’s seas. But efforts to educate the public are far from new, and
questions remain on the complete impact of these new materials. That's why the
estimated 2.2 million people, 1,000 organizations and 120 companies who
appealed to the U.N. for the global pact to address the life cycle of plastic believe
it is the best way so far to eliminate plastic pollution in all environments.

1180 words (The Jfapan Times July 16, 2022, — ek Z)
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According to a 2020 study, more PET bottles, plastic cups and take-out
containers than cigarette butts were found on Japan's beaches.

According to a 2020 Pew report, if measures are taken, within a decade,
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch of floating plastic could rise to 29 million
tons.

The Plastic Resource Circulation Act contradicts the 2019 Osaka Blue
Vision by reducing the use of plastics and encouraging recycling.
Marine-biodegradable plastic has been known as one of the most
promising solutions to address plastic pollution in the ocean.
Marine-biodegradable plastic, regardless of the environment, is a material
that decomposes into water and carbon dioxide when exposed to light, heat
and microorganisms.

Straws made from plant-derived and marine-biodegradable polymer has
been available at stores since 2019 and now such polymer is being used to
make cutlery, shopping bags and toothbrushes.

Bemliese, a woven fabric used in facial masks and disinfectant wipes was
granted the “OK Biodegradable Marine” certification.

OK Biodegradable Marine is based on inadequate standards and therefore,
the international standards for marine biodegradability still needs to be
established.

A Yano Research Institute report claims that the OK Biodegradable
Marine certification provides a solid footing and guarantees that the
material does not harm the natural ecosystem.

Atlantic Pacific International Rescue is a nongovernmental organization
working on global drowning, ensuring sea safety and providing rescue
training.

Natalia Hirai of Greenpeace Japan insists that single-use materials such as
marine-biodegradable plastic is the solution to the problem of marine
plastic pollution.

In a 2020 government survey, the majority of people were concerned about
marine plastic pollution and were aware of how littering of plastic on land

led to pollution at sea.
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— jig&a
(@ phenomenon
@ balance

@ incident

(b) provisionally

® permanently
@ symbolically

(€) legislative
@ administrative

@ subordinate

heralded

@ concealed

@ reserved

(€} deteriorate
® decompose
@ evolve

(f) tasked

() assailed
@ accused
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® e

®

consistency

precision

perpetually

tentatively

auxiliary

supplementary

proclaimed

retracted

enhance

fortify

assigned

adopted
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