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1. I do not think it is a good idea to try to memorize speeches ( ).
A. by each word
B. in so many words
C. word for word
D. by a word
E. in words
2. The party’s victory in July’s general election ( ) him to run for President.
A. prevented B. relieved C. persuaded D. proceeded E. assumed
3. He allowed his mind to ( ) for a while.
A. think B. open C. make up D. wander E. lose
4. The city is suffering from a huge budget ( ) due to the decrease in taxes.
A. account B. deficit C. deposit D. finance E. fund
5. ( ) a serious problem to arise, we would have to act cautiously.
A, If B. Should C. Were
D. In any case ) E. Whenever
6. One more step, ( ) I would have fallen down the stairs.
A. otherwise B. unless C. so D. and E. or
7. My uncle said he would help me pay school fees, and he was as ( ) as his word.
A. honest B. faithful C. good D. promising E. demanding
8. He lost the election ( ) a margin of only 50 votes.
A. by B. with C. in D. at E. for
9. I'm sorry that I was late. I overslept this morning. I ( ) have called you.
A. must B. cannot C. should D. hadn’t E. needn’t
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10. The guard did not ( ) me to enter the room.

A. forgive B. make C. let D. permit E. greet
11, ( ) should the house be left unlocked.
A. On no account B. On that account C. Of much account
D. On all accounts E. By all accounts
12. ( ) two hundred people attended my brother’s funeral.
A. No more B. As much as C. So much
D. Aslong as E. As many as

13. Jane: T'd like to say something.

Mike: Of course, Jane, please ( ).
A. let me see B. wait for a moment C. come again
D. go ahead E. raise your head
14. Paul: . That’s a good idea. All those ( ) Maria’s proposal, say “Yes.”
A. who agrees B. in favor of C. in line with
D. in accordance with E. on the side of

15. John: How was your flight?
Mary: Very pleasant. Thank you for picking me up.
John: ). Let me help you with your luggage.
Mary: Oh, thank you. That’s very kind of you.
A. I'm glad to hear that B. No problem C. Quite a bit
D. I'd love to E. Perfect
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NEZHRAT, BOBEICELALRIN,

[1] Japanese teens are lagging behind many other countries in well-being and happiness.
That is one of the conclusions of a new report on educational well-being recently published
by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development — with the key finding
that out of 35 OECD countries, only South Korean and Turkish teens rated their life
satisfaction lower than Japanese young people.

[2] Japanese teens were also above average on overall anxiety indicators and well below
average for motivation to succeed in school. This finding, part of a survey of 540, 000
15-year-olds in 72 countries, indicates a worrying pattern throughout the world: Advanced
economies have lower levels of well-being than might be expected from their material
prosperity and freedoms — particularly among young people.

[3] The OECD’s report is just the latest in an emerging literature of global youth studies on
this issue. Last year, the Varkey Foundation published the “Generation Z: Global
Citizenship Survey” about the attitudes of young people aged 15 to 21 in 20 major
countries.

[4] Although the report found that young people globally had a largely internationalist and
liberal outlook, it also showed that young people in Japan had the lowest mental well-being
of all countries surveyed — particularly worrying (7 ) that the figures for 2014 gave
suicide as the leading cause of death among Japan’s 10- to 19-year-olds.

[5] Japanese young people were also found to have the lowest level of net* happiness of all
20 countries polled, and more Japanese young people said [ 1.

[6] On any interpretation, these findings give cause for concern — prompting the urgent
question of how the well-being of Japanese teens can be improved. It emerges that the
picture is complex and the answers not obvious. v

[7] First, the findings of the OECD report show that the level of educational achievement,
the amount of time children spend studying and the frequency of testing are all ( - )
of well-being. In other words, none of these factors in themselves contribute to low
well-being among children. Instead, the report suggests that it is the context in which
education is facilitated and supported that is important.

[8] One key finding is that students whose parents reported spending time talking to their
child daily or eating a main meal with their child at the table were between 22 percent and
39 percent more likely to report high levels of life satisfaction. Victimization of bullying is
also less frequently reported by students who said that they receive parental support
when facing difficulties at school. In addition, students in schools with above-average
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levels of well-being reported much more support given by teachers than those in schools
with below-average well-being.

[9] Clearly, support in facing the challenging environment of school plays a significant role
in well-being. But there are good reasons to think that additional factors are in play, and
the Generation Z report ( 7 ) the context of these OECD findings.

[10] The report measured youth satisfaction on a wide range of metrics*, including
happiness with life, mental well-being and emotional well-being, and ( T ) found that
young people in four countries— China, India, Nigeria and Indonesia — placed
consistently at or near the top of the satisfaction scale for all three areas.

[11] =~ Why? Three main factors were discovered. First, China, Indonesia and India also had
the strongest family relationships — which raises the possibility that overall well-being
may be a function™ of a child’s general relationship with family, rather than simply as it
relates to school support.

[12] Second, of all countries surveyed, only China, Indonesia, India and Nigeria thought
overall that the world was not becoming a worse place. Related to this, it was also clear
that the top countries for well-being tended to be ( 4 ) economies. It may be that
perceived opportunities for expansion has a positive impact on well-being. Meanwhile, in
advanced economies like Japan’s, there may be a dimly* discernible* sense that the
economy has “peaked” and that there is little room to advance.

[13] Closely connected clues to the reason for Japan’s low mental well-being are found in
some of the other Japanese youth responses. Japanese teens reported that “working

*” was their most important value —and more chose

hard/helping myself get on in life
this than in any other country except South Korea.

[14] Japanese teens were also the least likely of all 20 countries to think that making a
contribution to wider society was important. It is easy to see how these beliefs, in
combination with a lack of opportunity, could produce a pessimistic state about one’s
chances of leading a successful or meaningful life. ?

[15] While we can do little as individuals to affect the state of the economy, it is possible to
consider how our family relationships, the demands of our culture and education system,
and our opportunities for rest, impact our well-being. Happiness may not be reducible to a

(3)
list of prescriptive conditions, but there is considerable room for evidence-based policy to

guide Japanese institutions in promoting well-being as much as possible, and seeking to
cushion the impact of areas that remain outside their influence.

(20174E5H 1 B The Japan Times #8#. Vikas Pota, "Why are Japanese teens so glum?”)
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NOTES
net (adj.): final, after all the important facts have been included
metrics: a system or standard of measurement
function: a thing dependent on another factor or factors
dimly: not very brightly or clearly
discernible: - to be perceptible
get on in life: to be successful in one’s life

glum: sad, quiet and unhappy
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(7 ) @O given @ providing ® including
@ assumed ® supposing

( 1 ) @ irrelevant @ regardless @ indispensable
@ independent ® reliable

(o) O tékes account of ©@ throws light on @ loses track of
@ makes up for ® keeps up with

(= ) @ probably @ unexpectedly @ deliberately
@ obviously ® importantly

( 4+ ) @D centralized @ closed @ consumer
@ declining ® emerging
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lany / apart / were / they / from / country / than / other / South Korea / unhappy]
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@ the description @ the mental image or memory
@ the profile @ the situation ® the evidence
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6. ROFMNBEARLDONFIZH > TNHHD%E 2 DEY, ILHETEARIN,

A. According to a new report published by OECD, Japanese teens rated their life
satisfaction lowest among 35 OECD countries. -

B. According to the new report, the youth in developed countries have lower levels of
happiness than might be expected from their material prosperity and freedoms.

C. The statistics showed that suicide is not a major cause of death among Japan’s 10- to
19-year-olds.

D. The result of the survey showed that students tend to become victims of bullying no
matter how much parental support they receive when facing difficulties at school.

E. The report tells us that students in schools with above-average levels of well-being
reported much more support given by teachers than those in schools with below-average
levels of well-being.

F. According to the survey, it seems that teens in Japan perceived opportunities for

expansion in the future and thus thought that the world was becoming a better place.
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NELZFALT, BOMBEICEZRIN,

[1] The innate* ability to estimate quantities is impaired® in children who have a math
learning disability, according to a new report. The study also found that those who do
poorly in math but aren’t considered learning disabled struggle with math for different
reasons.

[2] People with math learning disability, also known as dyscalculia, have difficulty
understanding math concepts and solving even simple math problems despite adequate
education. About 10% of school-age children have persistent™ and significant difficulties
with math, while many more fail to reach basic levels of mathematics achievement. The
causes of dyscalculia, however, remain poorly understood.

[3] “To learn more, researchers decided to explore the relationship between children’s
mathematics achievement and their innate ability to estimate and compare quantities

without counting. This capability, referred to as the approximate number system (ANS),

is normally present in infants and improves with age. We rely (7 ) ANS skills in
daily life, such as when we estimate which line will move more quickly at the grocery
store.

[4] The researchers gave 71 ninth graders™® 2 series of tests designed to measure their ANS
skills.  For the first series, the childfen viewed groups of dots and were asked to say
whether there were more blue or yellow dots. In the second, 9 to 15 dots of one color
appeared, and the children were asked how many dots they saw. Each screen was visible

2)
for only a ( ) of a second, so the children didn’t have time to count the dots. Each

series of tests consisted (- ) dozens of screens.

[5] The students’ math abilities had been tested at regular intervals since kindergarten.
The scientists classified the children ( ™ ) 4 groups based on these math achievement
scores: high achieving (above the 95th percentile*), typically achieving (25th to 95th
percentile), low achieving (11th to 25th percentile) and math learning disabled (10th
percentile and below). The research was conducted by Dr. Michéle Mazzocco at the
Kennedy Krieger Institute and Johns Hopkins University and her colleagues Drs. Lisa
Feigenson and Justin Halberda of Johns Hopkins University. It was funded in part by
NIH’s Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development
(NICHD).

[6] In the advanced online edition of Child Development on June 16, 2011, the researchers
reported that math learning disabled students had the poorest ANS scores. This finding
suggests that problems with the ANS may underlie math difficulties for children in this

— 7 — OM1(255—8)



group. However, low-achieving children were no (  a ) likely to have poor ANS scores
(3)

(b ) children in the higher achieving groups. Math difficulties in low-achieving

children, then; likely stem™ from a cause or causes distinct from the ANS.

(7] “Children with mathematical learning difficulties are often viewed as a uniform group of
students, for whom a single type of special instruction or math curriculum is appropriate,”
Mazzocco says. “Our findings suggest, however, that children have difficulty with math
for different reasons.”

[8] Research to identify these reasons may now lead ( T ) new ways of identifying

children ( - ) risk and tailoring* teaching methods to help them.

NOTES
innate AFNDOED impaired (E®F7MEEED) Bixbz
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A. portion B. fraction C. segment D. section E. timing
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5. ROHFMNERIOABRICH > TNDEHD%E 2 DD, fLH TEARI,

A. The reasons for math learning disability are already fully identified.

B. Less than 10% of school-age children fail to reach basic levels of mathematics
achievement.

C. People in general do not use ANS skills in their daily lives.

D. The ANS normally improves as we get older.

E. It was suggested in the new report that math difficulties in low-achieving children are
likely to arise from a cause or causes that are different from the ANS.

F. The researchers concluded that children with mathematical learning difficulties can be
viewed as a uniform group of students, for whom a single type of special instruction or

math curriculum is suitable.
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