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The oldest love affair in history is between the bee and the flower. It began

more than 100 million years ago, when jature devised a more efficient way than

(
winds for plants to procreate®. About 80% of plant species now use animals or

insects to carry pollen grains® from the male part of the plant to the female part.
The plants developed flowers. Their perfumed scent, colourful displays and
sweet nectar™ are all designed to woo pollinators™.

Over time, 25,000 or so species (we still don't know exactly how many) of
bee have evolved globally to play Cupid to specific flowering plants and trees:
their short life cycle perfectly synchronised with the blooming of the flowers.
On each visit they refuel with nectar, collect pollen to feed their young and in the
process become a messenger of love.

But nature’s great lovers are going through a rocky patch®, from which they
may not recover. It's in all our interests that this age-old romance endures
because about one in three mouthfuls we eat depends on bee pollination,
including most fruits and vegetables, nuts, herbs, spices, oil crops, as well as
coffee. Together they supply a major proportion of nutrients in the human diet.
In addition, fodder crops, plant-derived medicines such as aspirin and morphine,
and fibres such as cotton are all bee-pollinated. That’s not to forget that many of
the trees that are the ( @O ) of the planet and absorb carbon from the
atmosphere are bee pollinated.

Many of the 250 bumblebee species worldwide, whose furry coats and round
bodies allow them to fly at cool temperatures, are in drastic ( @ ).. Nearly
one in four European bumblebee species face ( 3 ); in North America more
than a quarter are in ( @ ). Last week, a study reported a ( @ ) overa
115-year period that is “consistent with a mass ( (3 ) within a few decades”

in areas where temperatures are getting hotter. It is just the latest in a long list
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of scientific papers cataloguing the demise™ of bees.

Much research has focused on the role of modern farming. The vast
majority of flowering meadows that once fed bees a nutritious diet have been
ploughed up®, and hedgerows™ ripped out, to make way for huge fields of
monoculture doused” in a cocktail of chemicals that are harmful to bees and
other insects. By making the landscape uninhabitable for native wild bees,
farmers have become increasingly reliant on managed European honeybees to

pollinate, 12)(these bees / the / adapted / less / are / to / even when / flowers).

The starkest example of this is an area of California stretching about 400

miles and planted with almond trees.

A)  Over the next three weeks, as the trees blossom, honeybees will buzz from
flower head to flower head and as a result the trees will produce 80% of the

world’s almonds.

B) The ancient Egyptians sailed their hives down the Nile to pollinate crops,
but 3,000 years later this biggest migratory pollination event is stretching the love

affair between bee and flower to its limits.

C) Around Valentine’s Day commercial beekeepers from all over the US arrive

in the Central Valley with 2-meter beehives strapped on to articulated lorries.

Alittle over a decade ago, I visited the Central Valley to find out why a third
of the country’s honeybees had seemingly vanished. The mysterious
phenomenon, dubbed “colony collapse disorder”, made headlines around the
world. I interviewed beekeepers, farmers and scientists to discover the causes
and was shocked by what [ found. Miles upon miles of trees planted in a desert

unable to sustain any life, {3.1'118 apian® workforce being tricked into working

harder and a month earlier than nature intended, when it was still cold, and

,..2._._



beekeepers blaming the die-offs on a new class of neonicotinoid pesticides®. The
high bee mortality was eventually attributed to a lethal combination of poor
nutrition, parasites, which weaken bees and spread disease, and pesticides (all a
result of intensive agriculture). I warned that the honeybees’ demise would be
ours too unless we changed the way we grew our food.

But despite the alarm bells from wildlife charities and conservation groups,
farming has further intensified and commercial beekeepers in the US now
routinely have to restock more than a third of their bees each year because of
losses.

The almond acreage in the Central Valley has nearly doubled, partly fuelled
by a huge demand for almond milk. In the US alone sales have grown by 250%
in the past five years. The EU ban on the most widely used neonicotinoids was
never adopted by the US government so the trees are still doused in a
concoction® of these and other toxic chemicals. And trials to use a native North
American blue orchard mason bee — which is a much more efficient pollinator of
fruit tfees than the generalist honeybee — have stalled” because they reproduce
too slowly and in too few numbers to he deemed commercially viable. Almonds
are big business, contributing 11 billion dollars to California’s GDP and providing
more than 100,000 jobs. There is some good news: since 2013, almond farmers
have planted 34,000 acres of wildflowers to provide additional bee food, but that is
just 3.4% of the land. Why not pay farmers to blanket all of it with wildflowers?
Farmers told me they were fearful the bees would spend more time visiting
wildflowers than almond trees and yields would fall, although research shows
“ the opposite.

The US-based Xerces Society* has developed a bee-friendly kitemark™ for the
small number of almonds grown with wildflowers and without pesticides. It's a
start, but we need all crops that bees pollinate to be grown in a bee-friendly way.
As consumers, we must demand growers and retailers adopt bee-riendly

methods, and be prepared to pay a premium for it. And as citizens we must
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lobby for farmers to be subsidised to work with, not against, nature. Otherwise
this ( @ ) romance on which our survival depends will wither and die and

with it life as we know it.

Hidt © Alison Benjamin, “Bees and Flowers Have Had the World’s Longest Love
Affair. Now It's in Danger.” The Guardian, February 14, 2020. —¥#eZ
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7 The situation made the bees not only busier, but the period of time
they worked also changed.

4 The bees made the farmers work longer hours than in usual years
because the natural seasons also changed that year.

5 Beekeepers moved the hives around, so that the bees could no longer
stay alive.

I Nature made the beekeepers work harder with the result that they

could finish their work sooner.
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As director Bong Joon Ho accepted the first-ever best foreign language
picture Golden Globe for a South Korean film, he said: “Once you overcome the
one-inch tall barrier of subtitles, you will be introduced to so many more amazing
films.” Fast forward a month, and he was making history again, accepting the
best picture award once more at the Oscars. Parasite’s® Oscar win introduced it
to a broad US audience — hut not everyone was in favour of watching the award
winner in its original language. Dubbing takes the stress out of enjoying a
foreign film, some argued, and performances are meant to be ( @O ), not
( @ ). The angered response from subtitle fans ranged from accusations of
racism to pointing out the needs of deaf viewers. How you watch a foreign film
is a clearly personal matter, tangled in pet peeves™ and accessibility. But as
foreign flicks™ are gaining more screen time before American audiences, here's a
deeper dive into how we got here, and where the industry is headed.

In the early days of film, on-screen text was far from a “one-inch barrier” —
it was the only way to express dialogue. Title cards were the precursor® to
subtitles, and they, too, were controversial in a way that mirrors the modern
debate. Stage actors would try to hide their work in silent film as many felt the
lack of sound diminished” the quality of the performance, Professor Marsha
McKeever of the undergraduate Film and Television department at New York
University’s Tisch School of the Arts, told the BBC. But when conversations
took place through cards instead of sound, adapting films to other languages was
straightforward. As “movies” turned into “talkies”, subfitling emerged as a
way to hold onto a lucrative foreign market. It has since become the preferred
way for film critics and connoisseurs” to view foreign language features. NYU
faculty, for example, would be unlikely to show a dub in class, the university’s

graduate film department said.



For Prof McKeever, who is also a sound and picture editor, much of enjoying
a movie boils down to what you hear. “We react so { @ ) to sound. That's
why films are scored, that's why dialogue is important.” If a dub has sub-par®
voice acting or doesn't ( @ ) sync with what you see on screen, it can
( ® ) affect your perception, Prof McKeever says. With subtitles, the
audience both sees the original performance and hears the original emotion.
“Your brain is so used to hearing emotion in language that it will get the meaning
behind the subtitle through the performance by the actor in the original
language. You hear if they're sad, if they're happy.”

Regardless of what film purists say, however, dubbing is on the rise. For
that, you can blame Netflix*. In October, Netflix reported it had more
subscribers outside the US-—nearly 100 million—than ( ® ), where just
over 60 million pay for the service. The streaming giant is driving the dubbing
business by producing content around the world and localising it for a number of
markets, says Jeff Howell, a vocal coach and director who works with Netflix.
To “localise” a production, the original studio hires professionals to analyse
scenes and translate them to a new language.

Mr Howell has worked both as a vocal director and an “adapter” who
works on casting and direction. “We spend quite a bit of time casting,
sometimes we have to read-to-picture to make sure the voice sounds like it’s
coming out of that mouth,” he says. ( @ ) [have]l a bad reputation
because, for years, it was badly done, he says — there was a lack of attention to
detail to the voice acting and post-production processes. But today, professionals
are focusing on ways to make it better, carefully interpreting scripts and taking
into consideration things like “lip flap” — when the mouth movement and
dubbed-over voice do not sync up. ( ® ) defenders say that modern viewing
habits make it superior to ( @ ). Mr Howell argues that { 1@ ) [be]
better for audiences as they increasingly view films and series on small, portable

screens.  “You can’t read ( @0 ) on a phone or iPad, really,” he says. And
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dubbing is easier on the brain. Getting information from a caption requires eye
movements across a screen, cognitive input to interpret the words while also
paying attention to the action on the screen. An educated US adult can do all
three fluently, says Prof Charles Perfetti, a cognitive science professor at the
University of Pittshurgh, but a less skilled reader will find it taxing™.

For viewers with wvisual impairments, those who cannot read or have
conditions like dyslexia®, dubbing is the only way they can enjoy media in non-
native languages. Outside the English-speaking world, dubbing has been less
controversial. Much of Europe opts for dubbing in lieu of subtitles, though the
latter is cheaper. Germany, Italy and France have dubbed foreign films since the

9

1930s — even as early critics blasted the process as “witchceraft and an
“amputation”™  of the original. China has also dubbed films into Standard
Mandarin. Netflix's dubbing efforts seem to be converting some Americans to
the cause. Most US viewers preferred the dubbed versions of its most popular
foreign shows, the streaming service told the New York Times.

As a dubbing director in this new streaming-heavy world, Mr Howell
emphasises that he works to respect the original content — “to protect it”, not
change it— though he admits some alterations” are unavoidable. “There are
cultural nuances in language that we can’t possibly recreate,” he says. “We can
have the greatest adaptation and it could line up almost perfectly but there are
going to be subtle differences that don’t translate. It's not 100% but I'd say we get
as close as we possibly can, directing it in such a way that we're protecting the
creative integrity of the culture that created the material.” And to bhe fair,

u\alterations happen with subtitles too — language can be simplified to allow for

quick reading in time with the action on screen.

H i ¢ Ritu Prasad, “Dubs or Subs? Parasite Renews Debate on How to Watch

Foreign Films.” BBC News, February 23, 2020, — &%,
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The South Korean film, Parasite became ( a ) to American audiences
after its director was given an award for the best picture at the Oscars. In recent
years, there has been a greater (b ) in foreign films among the people in the
US. However, there are different opinions about the way to watch them. In
order to ( ¢ ) the background to this, we need to consider the ( d )of
the film industry. In the beginning, film producers used fitle cards to (e )
what actors were saying. Later this method was (  { ) into using subtitles
for showing foreign films, and this became the preferred way to watch them.
However, thanks to the ( g ) of Netflix, the use of dubbing has been
increasing in the world. In Europe it has been used for many decades despite
the ( h ) cost and some initial ( i ) to the idea. Now, even the people

in the US are becoming ( j - ) to this way of watching films.

7) accept 4) accustomed 7) agreement L) desire
+)  developed /1) express *) forced )  higher
) history 71)  interest )  known ) lower
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The Fisherman and the Golden Fish

Once upon a time, an old man and his wife lived near the sea. They were
poor and lived in an old mud hut. He made a living by fishing, while his wife
washed people’s clothes. One day he caught a golden fish in his net. The fish
begged him, “Let me go, old man. I you let me go, I will 1 (give &
EHT4~58)"

The fisherman was astonished and frightened because he had never heard a
fish speak before. He said to the fish kindly, “Golden fish, I don't need
anything from you,” and he let the fish go.

The fisherman went home and told his wife the wonderful thing that had
happened to him at the shore. But she got angry with him and said, “You are
foolish. Why didn’t you make a wish! Atleastyou 2 (could Z&®T
3 ~ 4 E8) a new wash tub, since ours is broken.”

The old man returned to the seashore. He called out to the golden fish. It
swam up and asked, “What do you need?” He replied that his wife had said
that she wanted a new wash tub. The fish promised to grant his wish.

When the fisherman returned home, he saw a new wash tub. But his wife
shouted at him, “You are such a fooll Go back to the fish! Ask for a new
house.”

The fisherman went back to the sea. He called the fish, who swam up to

3 (where &% T 3~48). He apologized and said that his wife
wanted a new house. The fish promised to grant his wish.

When he returned, he saw a nice new house with a gate. He was delighted,

but his wife shouted even louder, “You are such a fooll Go back to the fish! - 1
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don’t want to live like this anymore. I want to be a noblewoman!”

The poor old fisherman went back to the sea. He called the golden fish and
said, “My wife wants to be a noblewoman.,” The fish agreed to grant this wish.

And what did he see when he returned home? The hut had become a great
house, and there were many servants around his wife. The fisherman said, *I
hope you are satisfied now.” She didn't answer him, but instead told him to live
in the stable.

Several weeks later, his wife instructed him to go to the sea again, saying, *“I
want to be the queen of all the land!” Since the man was afraid of his wife, he
obeyed her. He went back to the seashore. He called the golden fish. When
it swam to the shore, he 4 (explained &% T 3~ 458). The fish
comforted hi‘m and sent him home.

When the fisherman arrived, he found a great palace, inside which his wife
was seated on a throne and surrounded by guards. The old man was terrified,
but approached the queen and said, “I hope vou are happy now.” She did not
even look at him. Several weeks later the queen sent for the old fisherman and
again ordered 5 (80 E&EHT6~7EE). This time she wanted him to
ask the golden fish to become her servant and make her Ruler of the Land and
Sea. The fisherman was so terrified of her that he did not even protest. He went
back to the sea, and the fish appeared. He explained his wife’s request. This
time the golden fish did not reply, but turned and swam away out to sea.

After waiting a long time, the fisherman returned home, where he found his
old mud hut and his poor old wife with a broken wash tub in front of her. And

he was very thankful.















