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How will the world look in fifty years? What will your everyday life be like? With
which items will you surround yourself?

People who thought about those questions fifty years ago had, probably, strange
ideas about how the future would look: highways in the skies, cities that resemble
glass worlds, a life in plastic capsules, work in underwater cities, and vacation on
the moon. Our best friends would be robots, and death would be cured.

Now, take a look around. You are sitting in a chair, which is an invention from
ancient Egypt. You wear pants, which were developed about five thousand years ago.
The idea behind your leather shoes comes from the last ice age. Your bookshelves are
made of wood, which is one of the oldest building materials in the world.

The lesson we can learn through this fact is as follows:

( A ). This lesson will be surely useful whenever you

think about the future.

(Adapted from Rolf Dobelli, The Art of Thinking Clearly)
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(1)

A: Which historical figure are you making your class presentation about?

B: I'm not sure yet. I was thinking about Emmeline Pankhurst.

Al

B: She was really important in the fight for women’s right to vote in the UK. How

about you?

(a) I don’t think I've ever heard of her.
(b) Can you clarify that?
(c) I think you may have misunderstood me.

(d) We need more certainty on that.

(2)

A Are you going to Emily’s study party this weekend?

B: Yeah — we need to prepare for that exam! Nobody’s allowed to bring cell phones or
computers, right?

A: , 50 I'm looking forward to the time to concentrate.

B: That’s true, but I'm worried I'm going to miss out on so much of what’s happening.

(a) I've been thinking about what to wear

(b) 1 love a good party

(c) I just can’t live without my digital devices
(d) That test is really tough

(3)

A: T was reading a really interesting article today about listening skills.

B: Listening skills? What did it say?

A: Well, according to the researchers, first and second graders listen more closely
than high school students.

B: That’s quite surprising. @)

A: Apparently, older children can process language faster, so they have more time to
think about other things.



B: You mean younger kids don’t have the brain power to get distracted?
A: __ (ii)__ They have to try so hard to listen that it makes them good at it.

B: Amazing. And I thought smart phones were making us less intelligent.

@)
(a) Who said so?
(b) Younger children usually listen better.
(c) What reason did they give?
(d) I always pay close attention.

(i)
(a) Intentionally.
(b) Exactly.
(¢) In the end.
(d) All of a sudden.
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We often feel overwhelmed by the chores that have to be done on a regular basis.
We must clean the kitchen, then the living room needs to be vacuumed, the garden
needs to be mowed*, and so many other things need to be done. Why don’t you set
up a reasonable schedule to do your work? (A ) of facing endless chores
randomly, you should have a list of tasks to accomplish in advance. Then you will not
be lost in wondering what is next.

The following is a story about a man named Ernie. Ernie is a teacher. He often
tells his students that while he loves teaching, a part of him would still love to be a
builder. What is so great about builders? Ernie admires the fact that builders have
to do things in an orderly process. They start by laying the foundation, then they put
up the walls, the roof, and the floors. Not only is it orderly, it is also easy for builders
to notice their progress. At any time, builders can immediately see what has been
accomplished.

Ernie tells his students that when they take on tasks, especially major everyday
chores like homework or housework, they need to ( B ) builders. We need to set
an order for things that need to be done; (  C ) we tend to start one job, focus on
some other things from time to time, then look around and feel like we haven’t
accomplished anything yet. When we approach tasks like a builder, we can finish

what we start, and every ( D ) of the way we can see that we are closer to being
finished.
*mow XY B %

(Adapted from David Niven, 100 Simple Secrets of Happy People)
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(A) 7 :Speaking - :Instead 'V :Because =T :As
(B) 7 :understand A :overcome 'V :imitate =T : ask
(C) 7 :otherwise - : moreover '7 :then = :rather

(D) 7 :detail A :step 7 :kind = : minute
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