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The Singapore government is using a robotic dog called Spot to ensure that
walkers, runners, and other park visitors stay at least six feet away from one
another. The initiative is part of an ongoing effort to help minimize the spread of
COVID-19 by promoting social distancing in public places. As a part of a pilot
program launched earlier this month, the robo-dog has already been seen barking in
Singapore parks. Using remote navigation, the fourlegged, 60-pound robot is
equipped with a camera and prerecorded message that “barks” a warning
whenever it comes across someone who isn't practicing safe distancing.

“Spot will be controlled remotely, reducing the manpower required for park
patrols and minimizing physical contact among staff, volunteer safe distancing
ambassadors and park visitors. This lowers the risk of exposure to the virus,”
according to a press release from the Singapore government. “Spot is fitted with
safety sensors to detect objects and people in its path. It has built-in algorithms to
detect an object or person within one meter of its proximity to avoid collision.”

Throughout the program’s two-week trial period, at least one national parks
officer will accompany the robot. The pilot program comes in response to an
attack that occurred on May 4 at a different park in Singapore where a man
reportedly injured a national parks officer with a knife while he was enforcing safe
distancing measures.

Boston Dynamics corporation originally developed Spot to be used in
environments inaccessible to traditional robots, such as construction sites.
However, in recent months, various organizations have been finding new ways to
put the latest technology to good use, including its current job as a social
distancing officer.

“A few months ago, I dont think anybody was thinking about social
distancing,” says Michael Perry, vice president of business development at Boston
Dynamics. “The fundamental value of Spot is that you're taking somebody out of a
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hazardous environment where they're being asked to do something very simple and

you're putting a robot there instead.”
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