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Destiny Awaits, Young Men!

Be bold, take action and create a life you love! EMN#TE Z DOH EMNIEE
(1)

Tl37& . The power to achieve your dreams is in your hands.

The legendary rapper™®, poet, writer and actor Tupac Shakur stated, “Reality
is wrong. Dreams are for real.” He understood that life is not determined by
what you see or what you hear; it is determined by what you think and feel. The
moment you realize you are not your circumstances and that your past does not
dictate your future, the door to possibilities swings open.

Steve Walker, a twenty-two-year old successful business executive, summed
it up nicely when he wrote, “Be positive. Don’t wait for things to fall into your
lap, because waiting only leads to more waiting. I waited for something to
happen to me for almost three years, until I decided to make something happen

for myself.”

Play to Win!

The Game of Life is not a spectator sport, and only those who actively play
can win. There are two kinds of participants in life: spectators and players.

Spectators observe life passively and never get directly involved. They
criticize the accomplishments of others because they have little going for
themselves. Spectators complain about the unfairness of life, and hide their
fears and disappointments behind hateful attitudes.

Players, on the other hand, are actively involved in life. They identify what’s
important, move past their fears, accept their circumstances and live life on
purpose. Players maintain positive attitudes, and never allow failed attempts to
kill their dreams. No matter what challenges arise, players stay focused. They
always take the initiative and make personal sacrifices when needed. To them,
life is a game worth winning.

= e OMI(710—2)



Pro basketball star Allen Iverson is a great example of a serious “player.”
When he found himself off the courts and in a prison cell at the age of eighteen,
he refused to sit and wétch life pass him by. Even though he lost a scholarship
from Kentucky State University, he chose to remain in the game.

He accepted the situation, gathered strength from the experience, and

continued to move forward toward his dream.

( 2 )

A dream is a desire that, when achieved, brings fulfillment and happiness to
your life. Living a life you love means experiencing happiness in all areas of your
life. However, before you can live your dreams, you have to idenmtify them.

Without clear goals, you can’t make your dreams come true.

¢ 3 )

When you do not have a game plan for life, you don’t have direction. Not
being clear about your direction can allow others to impose their plans upon you.
You could find yourself participating in activities that do not serve you. Not

having a strategy in life can be destructive.

( 4 )

The only force that can hold you back or move you forward in life is you. A
major step in realizing your dreams, therefore, is to understand your strengths
and weaknesses, your talents and skills. Once you know what kind of person you
are, identify those attitudes or beliefs that could hold you back or delay your

progress.
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DREAMS DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

A dream can begin as a personal desire, evolve into a world-changing event,
and impact the lives of thousands. That was the case with 16-year-old Ryan
White, who turned a personal dream into a worldwide educational campaign on
AIDS. In a speech to the President’s commission on AIDS, Ryan shared his
story.

“I came face to face with death at thirteen years old. 1 caught AIDS: a
killer. Given six months to live and being the fighter that I am, I set high goals
for myself. It was my decision to live a normal life, go to school, be with my

friends, and enjoy day-to-day activities. It was not going to be easy.”

And it wasn’t easy for Ryan. He was bullied at school. His locker was

®)
deliberately damaged, he had to use a separate restroom, a separate drinking

fountain, disposable knives and forks, and he wasn’t allowed to attend gym
classes. Eventually, his family had to move from his hometown because of the
discrimination, but Ryan never gave up. When he died in 1990, he had turned an

6)
incurable disease and a personal dream into a way to educate the world about

AIDS. He single-handedly changed school system policies, and made it possible
for other students with AIDS to live with respect and dignity. Despite the

problems facing him, Ryan remained a “player” to the end.

Stay On Purpose and Be Positive

Everyone has a purpose in life, and living that purpose will bring you
happiness. Keep moving forward and staying active. Don’t live life as a
spectator. Be watchful, stay alert, and when challenges arise, meet them with a

“player” attitude.

H# : L. Eastman ed., The Young Man’s Guide for Personal Success
(Professional Woman Publishing, 2008). —#fZZEL TW3,
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In the past, by design or by accident, our planet Earth was a sustainable
system. First, the planet and its energy source, the Sun, were stable. Second,
the laws of nature successfully ruled every living thing on Earth. Individual
species which threatened the integrity of an ecosystem because of overpopulation
or destructive living habits were quickly suppressed by means of resource
starvation. As a result, a colorful and vibrant world existed before human beings
started to dominate the world. Nature was not perfect, but it was sustainable.

Armed with the capability to think, human beings discovered ways to utilize
the resources the Earth had accumulated in the past. For example, a forest may
have taken several hundred years or more to establish. Every year, it produced a
certain amount of resources, such as fruit, lumber, etc. If our yearly
consumption were limited to the amount the forest produced each year, we would
be on a sustainable footing. However, we wanted more, much more. To support
our ever increasing demands, we cut down the entire forest. Even that was not
enough; we dug underneath for the resources that nature had stored for millions
of years. Through time, we have built a society which requires far more

(D
resources than nature can offer on a continuous basis. This is not sustainable.

For millions of years, nature has built a vast reserve of resources. Now, our
society is largely relying on this reserve to operate. However, this reserve is
finite. In just a few generations, we have almost used up all of these reserves.
To make things worse, we are not only consuming the Earth’s stored resources,
but are also destroying the planet’s capability to generate new resources by
polluting the air, water and soil, and by altering the climate. If we keep on our
current track, we will run out of resources at a point in time not far from today.
By then, catastrophic sethbacks to human society may have to happen in order for
humans to adapt quickly to the diminished resource supply.

A society running on a huge resource deficit is not sustainable. If it is

— 3 — OM1(710—6)



allowed to continue, future generations will have to pay a grave price. To build a
sustainable society, a delicate balance between current needs and future needs
has to be reached. In the past, the laws of nature ensured this balance. Today,
the laws of nature still apply. However, with our capability to utilize the Earth’s
resources, human beings have a choice to make. We could continue to use up its
natural resources and let our children suffer the cbnsequence of resource
starvation. Or, we could aggressively move away from non-renewable resources
and put ourselves on a sustainable footing once and for all.

Mahatma Gandhi said, “The Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s
need, but not every man’s greed.” The Earth has vast resources to satisfy our
needs. The only reason we are running on a resource deficit is that we have not
kept our greed in check. We have allowed our population to grow at a rate which
Mother Nature cannot support. At the same time, we have allowed our resource
consumption per person to rise rapidly. To make things even worse, we treat
natural resources as a free gift. Our efforts have been focusing only on how to
exploit the Earth’s resources quickly and with minimum cost to us, regardless of
what impact it could have on others or future generations.

Our ability to think, coupled with our greed, has put us on a collision course
with Mother Nature. If we continue on this path, a final showdown with Mother
Nature is imminent. However, this is not necessarily the only course for human
beings. If our ability to think is coupled with our care for future generations, we

(2
will be able to strike a balance between current needs and future needs. That

way, we will make peace with Mother Nature. This is the only way to build a

sustainable society.

HiBi : Sustainable Society USA; Author: Steven Chen. Date: 2007—09—13
http://www.sustainablesocietyusa.com/html/SustainableSociety/

20070913/24.html —#ZEZEEL T3,
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