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Trucks rumble past with horns blaring, Jumbo jets thunder overhead. | B | Workmen rip up the
street with preumatic drills, The neighborhood dogs all bark at once. E Residents of big cities are
so accustomed to sounds like these that théy tend to ignore them. Researchers have shown, however,
that excessive noise causes a wide variety of medical and social problems. :

Noise is generally measured in terms of decibels, ranging (- @D ) 1, the quietest, ( & ) 210, the loudest
sound ever made. People standing ( 3} ) a busy street ('@_) rush hour expeﬁence anéisé 1evel\of (®)to
90 decibels, at which ordinary conversation is impossible. When large airplanes take ( ® ) from Heathrow
Airport ( (D ) London, the noise level at a nearby housing estate frequently reaches the pain
threshold ® ( ® ) 120 decibels. |

People who live near airports and busy highways suffer headaches, insomnia and stress.

They also have above-average suicide and crime rates, One study in Japan revealed that
children living beside Route 43, which has a traffic volume of over 100,000 vehicles per day, are considerably -
shorter than average for their age.

It is possible to minimize problems of this kind with legal measures such as strict controls on truck
exhaust noise and restrictions on night flights. The authorities can do little, however, about self-imposed
. noise. Teenagers who choose to listen to loud music through earphones or. in discos have only
themselves to blame for consequent declines in their hearing and mental cépacity. .

I:Il Although decibel ﬁeasurements pfovide an objective comparison of the noise levels, the concept of
noise is a very subjective one. The sound of a single mosquito hoveriﬁg over your pillow at night.is
decidedly more distracting than that of trucks passing during the daytime. E Similarly, someone who
enjoys listening to loud music m discos may be infurfated by the sound of a neighbor’s radio. In Japan,
.neighborhood ciuarrels over the sound of pianos, dogs and children have frequently led fo muuwder, which is
surprising in a country where deafening announcements through loudspeakers in temples, stations and _parks'are
hardly noticed. _

While legal remedies are now available for many people who are froubled by unnecessary noise,

perhaps the only way to escape from it completely is to move to a remote island—or wear earplugs.

(David Peaty and Motokiyo Fujii, OQur World, Eichosha Longman Books, 2013 4E X ) 8r%5)

ﬁ : pain threshold & O RGHE
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Work on road repairs and at construction sites can be limited to daylight hours and prohibited on

holidays.

B3 KO 1~5 DEBICKE CAZR SV,
1.7 How do people who live in large cities react to the constant noise around them?

. 2. Why do you think ordinary conversation is impossible when the surrounding noise level reaches 90

decibels?
3. What can be done to protect people from airplane noise?

4, Why is it surprising that neighborhood quarrels over the sound of pianos, dogs and children have

frequently led to murder in Japan?

5. What can we conclude from the fact that someone who enjoys listening to foud music in discos may

be infuriated by the sound of a neighbor’s radio?

ouj

BREL KO A~E DD BATORNRL—FKLANSOE | -HB0, FORERELRSN,

A) Researchers have associated airplane and traffic noise with numerous medical and social problems.
B) Various laws and regulations enable the authorities to confrol public noise levels to a certain extent,

C) Ifpeople who choose to listen to loud music end up with hearing loss, it is nobody’s fault but their

OWIL.
D) Studies have shown that the higher the decibel level of noise is, the more likely we are to react to it.

E) Exposure to excessive noise is potentially harmful but practically unavoidable for many urban

residents.
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MEERET B bl ->C, KPR ERR B TOEEANEE,
H=1.0, C=12.0, N=14.0, 0=16.0, Na=23.0, Mg=24.3, C1=35.5, K=39.1,
Ca=40.1, Ag=108, Ba=137, Pb=207

SHEH R=8.31x10% Pa-L/(mol-K),

KOENEFEAET 1.85 K-kg/mol
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