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Choose the most appropriate answer from (A) to (D).
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Before retiring, my father Vwas a successful corporate execﬁtive. He rose
Lip through the ranks, from young engineer to manager to executive, and had
senior roles at several large multinational companies. Growing up, I got used
to learning that he had received promotions, from vice president to execuﬁve.
vice ﬁresi“dent to senior executive vice j)resident, and so on. It happened like
clockwork every two years or so. [ was al';-zvays impressed by my father's
accomplishments and viewed him as a wénderful role model.

Thus, I couldn't have been more surprised when my father got annoyed

(1 -
with me after I showed him one of my new business cards. They read “Tina

L. Seelig, President” I had started my own venture and printed my own
Business cards. My father looked at the cards and then at me and said, “You
. can't just call yourself president.” In ‘his experience, ybﬁ had to Waif for
someone else to promote you to a leadership role. You couldn’t appoint
yourself, He was so steeped in a world where others promote. you that the
thought of giving myself that title annoyed him. e |

1 have come across this mentality time and again. For example, twenty

: @2
years ago when I told a friend I was going to write a book, she asked, “What

makes you think you can write-a book?” She couldn’t imagine taking on such
a project Withoﬁt the blessing of someone in a position of greater authority. I,
7( 3 ), felt confident I could do it. The task WE;,S certainly ambitious, but
why not try? At the time there weren't any popular books on the chemistry
of cooking. I wanted to read such a book, and since there wasn’t one available,
I decided to write one myself. I Wasﬁ’t an expert on the topic, but, as a
scientist, I figured I could learn the material along the way. I put together a
detaileduproposal,l wrote some sample chapters, shopped it around, and landed
a contract.

After my first book came out, I was surijrised by how ‘liittle_promotic\:)n my
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publisher did, and decided to start a business to help authors get more‘
exposure for their work and to help readers learn about books that might
interest them. Again, quite a number of people asked me what made me think
I could start a company. Starting a company was clearly a stretch for me, but
I assumed I could figure it out. I started BookBrowser ir{14)1991, several years
beforé the Web was born. The idea was to create a kiosk-based system for
bookstore customers that would “Match Books with Buys.” I built the
prototype on my Mac computer using HyperCard, a program that allowed

users to put links from one “card” to another “card,” just like HotLinks on the

Web today. The softWare allowed users to follow links for a particular author,
title, or g61(15r}e. I also met with local bookstore managers, who agreed to put
the kiosks in their stores, and I talked with dozens of publishers who were
enthusiastic about including their books in the system. Satisfied that the idea
was sound, 1 hire-d a team ’of'programmers to implement the product.
(. 6 ) told me I could or should do this ... I just did it.

Over time, I've become increasingly aware that the world is divided into
people who wait for others to give them per’mission to do thé things they want

{7
to do and people who grant themselves permission. Some look inside

themselves for motivation and others wait to be pushed forward by outside
forces. From my experience, there’s a lot to be said for seizing opportunities
( 8 ) waiting for someone to hand them to you, There are always white
spaces ready to be filled and golden nuggets of opportunities lying on the
ground waiting for someone to pick them up. Sometimes it means looking
beyond your own desk, outside your building, across the street, or around the
corner. But the nuggets are there for the taking by anyone willing to gather
them up. |
(Adapted from What I Wish I Knew When I Was 20 by Tina Seelig, 2009
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(A} to my sorrow

(B) in spite of

{C) on the other hand
(D), for the part
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(A) leap

(B) growth

(C) strength
(D) shortage
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{A} Nobody

(R} Somebody
C) Everybody .
(D) Users
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“Have you reached a verdict?” Judge Harrison was asking.
“Yes, Your Honor, we have,'; the head of the jury said.
“Is it unanimous?™
“No, sir, it is not.”
“Do at least nine of you agree on the verdiqt?”
“Yes, sir. The vote is 10 to 2.”
“That’é all that matters:”
In a slow, loud voice, Judge Harrison read: “Question number one: Do you
find, based on the evidence, that the groundwater at issue was contaminated
by Krane Chemical Corporation? » After a pauserthat lasted no more than

11"

five seconds, he continued, “The answer is ‘Yes. ” One side of the courtroom

managed to breathe while the other side began to turn blue. “Question
number two: Do you find, based on the evidence, that the contamination was
the exact cause of the death or deaths of Chad Baker and/or Pete Baker?
| Answer: "Yes, for both."”

Mary Payton managed to pluck tissues from a box and hand them over
with her left hand Whlle writing furiously with her right. Wes Payton her
husband and law partner, managed to steal a glance at jury member number
four, who happened to be glancing at him with a humorous grin that seemed
to say, “Now for the good part.”

“Question number three: ‘Tor Chad Baker, what amount of money do you
‘award to his mother, Jeannette Baker, as damages fof his wrongful death?
Answer: ‘Five hundred thousand dollars.” ”

“Question number fbur: Tor Pete Baker, what amount of money do you
award to his WidOW, Jeannette Baker, as damages for his wrongful death?
Answer: “Two and a half million dollars. ”

There was some noise from the people in the front row behind Jared

—h —



Kurtin, the leader of the defense team. Krane could certainly handle paying $3
million, but it was the long-term effect that suddenlyrterriﬁed them. For his
part, Mr. Kurtin had ye‘t to look worried.

Jeannette Baker began to slide out of her chair. She was caught by both
of her lawyers, Mary and Wes, who pulled her up, wrapped their arms around
her frail shoulders, and whispered to her. Sﬁe was sobbing, out of control.

“Question number‘ five; ‘Do vou find, based on the evidence, that the
actions of Krane Chemical Corporation were either intentional or so grossly
negligent as to justify the paying of darriages as punishment?” Answer: ‘Yes.”

Mary stopped writing and looked over to her husband, whose gaze was
frozen upon her. They had won, and that was a great feeling. But how Iarge‘
was their victory? At that crucial moment, both knew it was indeed
a landslide. ‘ | |

“Question number six: ‘What is the amount of damages to be paid as
punishment?" Answer: “Thirty-eight million dollars’ !

There were gasps and coughs and soft whistles as the shock waves
rattled around the courtrooﬁ. When Judge Harrison finally announced, “This
case is closed” a mob raced from the courtroom. Everyone grabbed a cell
phone. | |

' (Adapted from The Appeal by John Grisham, 2008)



Answer the following questions in English.
1. What room is this passage taking place in?

2. What type of event is happening in this passage? Choose the most

appropriate answer from (A) to (D).

(A) an investigation
"(B) a trial
) - a class

(D) a conference

3. How many jury members have to be in agreement for a verdict to be

reached?
4, Who are the two people speaking in the passage?

5. What was Jeannette Baker's relationship to Chad Baker? Complete the

following sentence with the most appropriate word.
She was his ( ).

6. What was Jeannette Baker's relationship to Pete Baker? Complete the .

following sentence with the most appropriate word.
- She was his ( ).
7. Who was found to be responsible for the wrongtul deaths of Chad and

Pete Baker?
— 7 ——



8. Who was the head lawyer for the defense team?

0. Which of the following expressions is the closest in meaning to the

underlined words, “a landsiide"?

(A) lost by a little
(B) lost by a large margin
(C) won by a little

(D) won by a large margin
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From the earhest times, artists, architects, phllosophers poets and
musicians have known the power of symbols, and use them either consciously.
or unconsciously in their work. Thatis ( A ) a painting or a symphony or a
poem moves us and disturbs us in ways we cannot explain: the artist who
created the work was ( B ) by the secret forces of symbolism, which is a
mysterious but universal language open to all ( C ) wish to understand it. A

Soin ( D ) to understand symbols, and our.lives on earth, we have to
think of nature and all the world around us as { E ) sacred, in the very
deepest religiéus sense, the religion of the individual soul. Scientists tell us
that even inanimate objects are alive, filled with masses of lively atoms and
electrons. If you ( F ) aware of the true nature of symbols, even looking:
at a cup of coffee becomes a visionary experience. The ability to recognize the
inner life of symbols can ( G ) your whole life. In a certain sense, it is like
Zen meditation, or hypnosis, or telling of fortunes, or the creation of art and
music. Look at that dead leaf blowing in the wind or your cat sitting .by a
window, or a young boy or girl ( H ) on a train. They are not just what
they seem to be on the ( I ). Each thing, and each human being, has an
individual life, a unique presence, if we will only look carefully for it. Never
dismiss any thing, or any person, as “unimportant,” They all have their hfdden
beauties and ( ] ). ,

(Adapted from The Mystery and Magic of Symbols by Jamés Kurkup, 1987
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. famous

surface

what

something

10.

4.

who 3.

change 7.
become 11.

significances 1.

order

why

dark

maintain

4. intelligent

3. touched'

12. asleep
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1. Tt was so nice of them to bring us back a souvenir; let's have them over

for dinner to show our gratitude.

A. leigation B. gratuify C. appreciation D. discomfort
2. My brother is at the cutting edge of some discoveries in physics.r

A. forefront B. difficulty A C. danger D. fame
3. Take this umbrella, just in case it rains.

A. .in advaﬁce B. | for yourself C. beforehand D. in the event
4, Global warming only accounts for a percentage of coral bleaching.

A. comprises  B. calculates C. disturbs D. justifies
5. The origin of the custom remains obscure.

A. unknown B. renowned C. reasonable D. fougd
.6. Tt snowed for several days on end.

A. continuously B. immediately C. off andon - D. temporarily

e



7. 1 don’t think she was intentionally trying to hit you.
A. quietly ~ B. casually C. purposely D. accidentally

8. After missing my last two classes, [ dread. facing my history teacher

tomorrow.
A. Wﬂi - B. p;‘etend C. like‘ D. fear |
9. fhe rooms are essentially identical.
A. the cheapest B. th§ same | C. connected D. booked

10. After such a rough year, she was looking forward to the new year to

come.

A. rapid B. strange C. difficult D. pleasant

- 12—
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If you could change or improve one thing about your hometown, what

would it be? Give two reasons to support your answer.



