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A recent survey concluded that the average British person will say sorry
more than 1.9 million times in his lifetime. = This may strike some as a
conservative estimate. From this, one might think that the British are especially
polite. This might be true if sorry were always, or even usually, a
straightforward apology. It isn’t, The reason they stay on the sorry-goround is

(0
that the word, in their English, is so very versatide. A.A. Gill, writing for the

benefit of visitors to the London Olympics, boasted that Londoners were just
permanently irritated. He said, “I think we wake up taking offense. All those
English teacup manners, the exaggerated please and thank yous, are really the

(2)
muzzle we put on our short tempers. There are, for instance, a dozen

inflections™ of the word sorry. Only one of them means ‘I'm sorry.”

Here are just a few of the many moods and meanings these two syllables
can convey:

“Sorry!” (I stepped on your foot.)

“Sorry.” (You stepped on my foot.)

“Sorry?” (I didn’t catch what you just said.)

“SOrry.” (You are an idiot.)

“SORRY.” {(Get out of my way.)

“SorRY.” (The nerve of some people!)

“I'm sorry but...” (Actually 'm not at all.)

13

“Sorry...” (I can’t help you.)

It’s all in the tone, of course, and this is where sor#y becomes permanently
lost in translation. An American friend will never forget ( 7 ) she finally
figured out that sorry can be a tool of passive aggression in Britain's hierarchical

social system — a form of dismissal. ( 7 ) she was a college kid in England
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and people gave her an apology that was not sincere, but meant to put her in her
(3)
place, she would respond earnestly, “Oh, no, it's OK! Don't worry!” Why

wouldn’t she? There are times when luck favors the ignorant.

The British have a reputation for being passive-aggressive because they
seem not to be saying what they mean —— at least, not with words. In British
culture, a word like sorry takes on shades of meaning that someone from outside
will not be able to understand ( - ) any degree of sophistication®, especially
if he is from a culture that is more comfortable ( - ) confrontation, or one
that accepts a wider range of small talk among strangers. The British use sorry
to protest, to ask you to repeat yourself, to make you feel calm, and to smooth
over so_cial' awl«:ward_ness_ as mueh as —if not more than — they use 1t to
apologize. DBut most of the _time, t_heir_ o_bject is politeness of a part_icula_rly British
kind, to W1t pohteness as 1efusa1 - o o

Br‘ltISh cour tesy often takes the f01 m of What socwhngmsts Penelope Brown

and Stephen C Levmson have Lalled “negatzve pohteness —-whlch depends on
keepmg a respectful dlstance ffnln(‘il)()thels end not nnposmg on them. Its
opposﬁe posmve pohteness 1s mcluswe and assumes others desn‘e f01 our
approval | | | A |

Only the Japanese——masters of negatlve pohtenesswmhave anythmg even
appr oachmg the British SOFYY reflex. No Wonder v1s1tmg Americans are so often
caught off guard,' and so often feel they've been the objec_ts of _passwe ager ession
or dismissal instead of politenees. Their misunderstanding of what C‘onsztitutes
politeness in Britain is not surprising, since Americans epitomize® positive
politeness.

( 7 ) Americans say sorry, they mostly mean it. But, at least to British
ears, they don’t necessarily mean anything else they say. Americans repeat
seemingly empty phrases like “Have a nice day!” They also give and receive
compliments easily, even among strangers. The British find this behavior highiy

suspect. Hence, the American reputation for insincerity.
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| The English novelist Patricia Finney has said that she loves Americans
because “it doesn’t matter whether people actually respect me or not, so long as
they treat me ( - ) courtesy and respect... 1 really don’t mind if nice
American check-out guys tell me to have a nice day and are really thinking, ‘hope
you have a terrible day,’ so long as I don’t know about it. I think sincerity is
overrated in any case.” Americans don't. Americans prize sincerity above most
qualities. An American friend of Finney's accordingly defended the practice,
saying Americans “. .. do respect people. It’s not faked.”

It could be that Americans have stopped hearing themselves. Just like the
British with their sorry, they have certainly stopped expecting a response,
Imagine the shock of a salesman who said, “Have a nice day!” to the grandfather
of a friend, who answered, “Thank you, but I have other plans.”

Americans are sociable and approval-seeking. They look for common ground
with others and genuinely want to connect. This often takes the form of
compliments — especially to complete strangers. This is because American

()
society’s fluidity can lead to insecurity. Your place in the hierarchy is based not

on who you are, but what you do (and how much you make). Therefore,
Americans seek reassurance that they are doing all right. But the marvelous
thing is that they also seek to give reassurance. That may be the guality that
Finney was responding to.

In British culture, you're assumed to be secure in your place, to know where
you stand. But in real life, who does? Practically no one. ( 6 )
When there’s nothing to say, we can avoid social awkwardness and either
deflect* (UK) or connect (USA)—all in the name of politeness. Sorry
simultaneously avoids confrontation and, when used sincerely, allows people to
show how lovely they are, really, despite their minor transgressions®. American
compliments allow for a little connection, and strengthen your belonging on a
level that’s comfortable — at least if you’re American,
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GE)
inﬂection: the way the sound of your voice goes up and down when you are
speaking
sophistication: the state of being very well designed and very advapced .
epitomize: to be a very typical example of something
' deflect: to do something to stop people paying attention to you, criticizing
you, etc,
transgression: something ‘that is against the rules of social behavior or

against a moral principle
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All those English teacup manners, the exaggérated please and thank yous,
are really what. ..

(A) make us offensive

(B) prevent us from showing anger

(C) we are sorry about |

(D) we really want to show
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(A) apologize to her for taking her place
(B) remind her of her position
(©) return her to where she was

(D) take the place of her
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Sorry ...
(A} and American compliments are contrary to each other.
(B and American compliments serve similar social purposes,
() is very different from American compliments for social purposes.

() serves as a politeness device, but American compliments do not.
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‘(A) Americans often give and receive compliments because their hehavior. is
‘based on negative politeness. .. . | - | '
B Ame_ricans often say.seemingly empty phrases because they .usually_w_ant
. a relationship with others. " S | B ..
(C) The British do not use sorry-to .’1_ﬁea_.n it, because they héve a ﬁe_g_ative
. nature. - | | R L

(D) The British tend to conceal what they really feel.. o
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In 2050, the human population could reach 10 billion, hut even now, some 800
million people go hungry. Feeding ourselves without spoiling the planet is one of
the biggest challenges we face. We are running out of land, water and time. To
make matters worse, as the world warms, agriculture will get harder. Feeding
the 10 billion will require some creative solutions —— and unpleasant compromises.
How far are we prepared to go to kick—start‘ green revolution 2. 0?

()
It’s not that the original green revolution has nothing left to give. It relied

on mechanized farming, modern fertilizers and better seeds to increase
productivity. New technology can make existing methods more effective, while
also extending the benefits to parts of the world that didn’t gain so much from
the original green revolution. That's Africa above all.

“By 2050, the world will need to increase agricultural production by at least
70 percent. Nowhere else is the potenltia} to achieve this increase as great as it is
in Africa,” says Agnes Kalibata, president of a non-profit organization in Africa.
Around half of the world’s unused agricultural land is in that continent. What’s
more, yields from cultivated land there are much lower than in Europe or North

America. There is potential to triple the worth of Africa’s agricultural output by

@
2030.

Traditional green-revolution approaches will play a big part, especially in sub-
Saharan Africa, where two-thirds of the power used to prepare land for farming
is still provided by hufnan muscle, But digital Jtechnology could provide an
additional increase. A smartphone application helps dairy farmers keep milk
records. Farmers with smartphones can also benefit from satellite data providing
information such as which crops need more water or fertilizers,

Precision agriculture — applying the optimal® amount of inputs such as
water, fertilizer, pesticides® and labor, at the right location and time — can help
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increase yiclds in the West, too. “The long-term goal is to increase the level of
detail in crop management to the point of single-plant management. Production
optimization can offer a great deal of help in feeding the world,” says Alex
Thomasson at Texas A&M University., 1t also allows us to farm in ways and
places not considered _:|_)ossibl(_3 before. . . -

In some cities, vertical farms are taking (7 ) rooftops and abandoned
buildings. They cén be highly efficient, with yields up to 130 times those on an
equivalent area of farmable land. As well as using 95 percent less water --than
conventional cultivation, 1t beneflts from the fact that nlght—tlme tempel atures
_ tend to be higher in urbcm dreas than in the countr ymde IOW(’l mg heatmg costs.

But further increases’ m ])roductmty and extondmg the - ldnge of d;,uculture :
are not going to feed the ]0 b11110n ( 1 ) the1r ()Wn That s going to. 1equ1re a
fundamental rethink of whdt we eat There are some 50, 000 edible pldnts yet__
just three — wheat, rice and comwaccount (: f? ). ovel 60 pexccnt of the
world’s calorie 1nt_al_kc. Nallve plants better sunud to local condltxons could oifel .

better solutions, i

Peopl _ (110'. dlso btartntg to recogmze th(, nutrltwnal potentldl of algae ,
mcludlng) beaweed bome types when dued contam 70 pe1 cent protem others
are pdcked Wlth essential fatty acids. Seaweeds are abundant in 1n1cronutrlents
too. Theres pl(,nty ( T ) scope f01 expansion. A big advantage of algae is
that its cultlvatlon doesn t require agricultural land. It can be done offshore or in
places where the groundwater is salty, even in the Sahara.

Currently, a third of Earth's farmable land is utsed to grow feed for farm
animals. 1f everyone ate a US-style diet, by 2050 we would need around 4,5
times as much meat as we produce now. There simply isn’t enough land to do
that. One way to fill that gap is to eat more of what 2 billion penpte across the
globe atready do: insects. It takes 25 kilograms of feed to produce 1 kg of beef,
but just 2 kg to get 1 kg of crickets. Insects contain all the essential_alnino acids
we need, and some are better sources of protein than beef or chicken.
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An alternative is more plant-based meat substifutes. Mock meats are made
by breaking and reassembling plant-derived protein molecules in extruders — the
same machines used to produce breakfast cereals and spaghetti, Already there
are dbzens of them on the market, from sausages made from beans to the
Impossible Burger, which takes imitation meat to a new level using a plant-

(3)
derived version of heme™ to create a veggie burger that bleeds.

& Beef Lamb @ Pork
Q Poultry & Cultured meat

—
b5 =
i =
o 80 o 12
b=
2 2
(),_\ —
5% o $
60 38 9
IS 8o
£ 5=
=it o v
3. 40 =3 4
g & T4
e © g
@] =
— [
s 20 203
g 3
) =
0 0-
</
‘q)@
Q}\
Figure 1. Sin of the flesh _ Figure 2, Thirsty food

Then there’s “clean” meat grown from muscle tissue in labs, which also
has big environmental advantages over conventional meat (see Figure 1 and
Figure 2). Four years siﬂce we saw the first lab-grown burger, the technology is
gathering pace. How clean meat will go down with consumers. remains to he
seen. “These cells are dead, as in any meat. Stem cells are everywhere; in your
muscles, in your regular food,” says Anon van Essen at Maastricht University,
who worked on the first clean burger.
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Even before we are eating lab-grown meat, we could be consuming cow-free
milk and chickenfree eggs. Such products are possible thanks to biotechnology
that genetically modifies yeast to “brew” animal proteins. Again, there are
environmental advantages over conventional production methods. Yeast-made
milk uses 98 percent less water and requires up to 91 percent less land than a
cow’s milk. Synthetic products can be healthier, too: it's possible to make milk
w.'ithout lactose, for example. 'Companie.s dévélopihg them 1.i1~.ten tﬁeir- prdcess to
making beer. |

There's no doubt that feedmg 10 billion p(,ople will requue farreaching
changes both in what we eat and how we think about food “With a pr oblcm as

comp]ex as food security, the 1(]Ld that you c;hould dlSlTllSS anythmg that can
Ei .

cont1 zbute to solvmg it is mdppl‘opl 1ate " Says Ottolme Leyser at- the Unlvexslty of

Cambl 1dge “We have an extensive toolbox to addl css food security and we need

to make sure we pick the right tools for the rlght ]Ob at the 11ght t1me

@
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Figure | indicates that conventional meat, especially { (D ) followed by
( @ ), is very inefficient to produce for the nutrition we get from it. Thus,
switching to ( @ ) could help to reduce energy use, greenhouse gas
emissions and land use as a whole.

Figure 2 also shows how much more water meat requires. If we are to
feed a growing world’s population, we will have to use limited water resources
wisely. In this respect, among the 11 products shown in Figure 2, ( @ )
seem to be most suited to land where water supply is limited. ( & ), one of
the world;s staple crops, needs as much water as ( ® ), but still less water
than other kinds of meat. Therefore, we may have no option but to eat more

plants and less meat in the future.

8. RDENTNORIBIZDONT, EXDORFEICE S TNBHDIIETE, £5T
BRONSDIZIIF 2 AL N,
(A) Companies developing synthetic milk compare the process to making beer.
(B)  Currently 30% of the seaweed naturally grown is taken for food.
(€} People can buy mock meats at a grocery store. .
(D) Precision agriculture means that crop management is made precise with

the help of digital technology.
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These days, the population of Japan is in decline. Some people are getﬁng
married later. Some people are deciding not to marry. Meeting marriage
partners is difficult. In the past, Omiai was practiced, but it is uncommon today.
Some people in Japan support alternative matchmaking practices, including speed
dating. |

Speed dating helps siggle men and women meet a large number of people.
They meet each other for short three to eight minute “dates”. At the end of the
event, they submit a list of people who they would like to meet again. If there is

a match, contact information is given to both parties.

Speed dating has some advantages. First, it is fun. Also, everybody is there
to get married. They a're grouped with people the same age. Participants can
come alone without feeling shy. ‘Also, it is something that women can do in
groups. People do not feel pressure, because the matching happens after the
event.

On the other hand, speed dating has some disadvantages. Many speed
dating events are held in bars. Many people don't like bars. "Also, a couple that
decides they are not a good match quickly must sit together until the end of the
“date”. Most speed dating events match people at random. Participants will -

meet different “types” that they might not normally talk to.
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