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T Jo#HbEE “Time may not have the last word: Thousands of languages are

dying out, but a new database offers hope” 2F AT, BEICEAIZIW,

You'll never again hear anyone speaking Laghu, and anyone yearning to

communicate in Old Kentish Sign Language is out of luck: it, too, has gone the

way of the dodo*!. But there’s still a chance to track down a conversation in

Gamilaraay, or Southern Pomo —if you visit one of the few Native Americans

still speaking it in California. Of the 6,500 living languages currently being used
around the world, around half are expected to be extinct by the end of this
century.

It was concern about the cultural and historical losses that result from a

(1)
language disappearing that inspired the World Oral Literature Project, an online

collection of some of the 3,500plus “endangered languages” struggling for
survival in the world.

The heart of the project, run by Cambridge University, is a large database
listing thousands of languages. Those using the database can discover that
Laghu was spoken in the Solomon Islands until it disappeared in 1984, Old
Kentish Sign Language was a precursor®® to the modern-day version, and
Gamilaraay is still used by the Kamilaroi tribe™® of New South Wales.

The project is the brainchild** of Mark Turin, 37, a research associate at
Cambridge University’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology. He grew up
in London speaking Dutch and English and had planned to study linguistics at
university, but on a gap year™ in Nepal realised he was interested in “what
language unlocked”, and switched to anthropology.

“We know very little about most of the world’s languages, and an incredible

(2)
amount about the histories and changes of a handful of western European

languages,” Turin explains. He has devoted his academic career to trying to
open up little-known languages. “Most endangered languages are primarily oral,
and are vehicles for the transmission of a great deal of oral culture,” he says.
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“That’s at risk of being lost when speakers abandon their languages in favour of
regional, national or international tongues.”

So the World Oral Literature Project aims to document vanishing
languages — and everything about the culture and society they convey — before
they disappear. Its database used three major sources to collate information
about disappearing languages, including Unesco’s Atlas of the World's Languages
in Danger. About 150 of its listed languages are in an “extremely critical”
condition, where the number of known living speakers has slipped (23 single
figures, or even just one,

“As soon as a scholar declares a language to be extinct, you get a phone call
from someone furious who says, ‘my mother still speaks it’,” Turin says. “But in
a way, these corrections are all part of the process of drawing attention to the
cause and the sense of urgency involved in careful documentation and description
of endangered Speech(?orms the world over.”

The project also provides funds for local fieldworkers in countries including
Malawi, India, Mongolia and Colombia to collect data and recordings about little-
spoken languages. In the past, Turin says, major collections of recordings were
lost because they weren't deemed important. “All manner of people have been
getting in touch to give us their collections, including missionaries, retired
scholars and community activists.” One early donor was Reverend John
Whitehorn, a former missionary and Cambridge linguist who lived with an
indigenous community in Taiwan in the 1950s. “When he came back to England,

(5)116 walked into Cambridge’s Museum of Anthropology and said, ‘T've got books,
textiles and tape recordings, are you interested?” The museum took it all apart

®)
from the recordings because they didn’t know what to do with them,” Turin

explains. “He went home and stored his collection in plastic carrier bags, where
they stayed until he walked into my office with the bags under his arm, and
asked, ‘Do you want them now? The tapes are brilliant, with songs and
interviews and linguistic information that might otherwise have disappeared.”
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Turin hopes that the database will ultimately become a Wikipedia-style™®
project “that people want to contribute to”. There are already lectures and
workshops for linguists, librarians, academics and members of the public to

discuss the best strategies for collecting and protecting languages.

(W3l : The Guardian Weekly, May 13, 2011)
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(@) Although we possess an extensive knowledge of some western European
languages, our knowledge of other languages in the world is poor.

(b) Despite our rich knowledge of most of the European languages, our
knowledge of languages in the rest of the world is quite limited.

(€©) We know a great deal of histories and changes in western European
nations, but we know only a little a_bout the languages there.

(d) We must learn more about histories and changes of the world’s
languages, because it will help us understand a large number of western

European languages.

4 FRESR~B)DFNFNDEEFFMIZDONT, AXFHTHNLNTVSE
RirEbIENHDE@~ADD ERH—DEY, TORFEEHFERI N,

(3) critical

(@) disapproving (b) literary (€) serious (d) wverbal

(4) urgency

(@ fear (b) huiraor (C) justice (d) necessity

(5) indigenous

(@) innocent (b) intelligent (C) native (d) unsophisticated

(6) apart from

(@) along with (b) breakingup (C) except (d) including
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The World Oral Literature Project is a large online collection of some of
the thousands of endangered languages. It was initiated by Mark Turin,
once an ( 1 ) major, who warns us that most of the endangered
languages are important means to transmit barely surviving ( 2 )
culture: so his motivation to launch the project is cultural as well as
( 3 ). He felt a pressing need to ( 4 ) vanishing languages and
decided to devote his academic career to collecting and ( 5 ) these
disappearing languages. Those using the database of the project can
discover sufficient information on the world’s little-known languages.
Moreover, this project ( 6 ) supports local fieldworkers in far-off
countries, such as Malawi, India, Mongolia and Colombia so that they can
collect data and recordings about little-spoken languages.

i& abandon / anthropology / archaeology / documenting / financially /

linguistic / oral / protect / speaking / surviving / ultimately
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I ko#mEEHEA, REICEARZIN,

Neuroscientists believe that the brain can remain relatively healthy and fully
functioning ( a ) it ages and that diseases cause the most severe decline in
memory, intelligence, verbal fluency, and other tasks. Researchers are
investigating both the abnormal and normal changes that occur ( b ) time
and their effect on reasoning and other intellectual activities.

The effects of age on brain function are subtle and very selective. Almost
everyone gets a bit forgetful in old age, particularly in forming memories of
recent events. For example, once you reach your 70s, you may start to forget
names, phone numbers, or where you parked your car, or you might respond
more slowly to conflicting information. This is not disease. Some individuals,
however, develop senile dementia, the progressive and severe impairment*! in
mental function that interferes with daily living. The senile dementias include
Alzheimer’s and cerebrovascular*? diseases and affect about 1 percent of people
younger than age 65, with the incidence possibly increasing to nearly 50 percent
in those older than 85. In a small, third group, mental functioning seems

(1
relatively unaffected by age. Many people do well throughout life and continue

to do well even when old, at least until shortly before death. The wisdom and
experience of older people often make up for deficits in performance. The oldest
human, Jeanne Calment, kept her wits throughout her 122-year life span.

The belief that pronounced and progressive mental decline is inevitable was
and still is popular for several reasons. For one, until the 20th century, few
people lived past 65. (A) In 1900, when average life expectancy was about 47
years, 3 million people, or 4 percent of the population, were older than age 65 and
typically were ill. In 2003, when life expectancy was more than 77 years, nearly
36 million people, or more than 12 percent of the population, were older than age
65. (B) A generation ago, frailty was seen among people in their 60s; today it is
more typical among those in their 80s. (C) Today’s understanding of how the
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normal brain ages comes from studies of the nervous system that began decades
ago and are just now bearing results. (D) Modern technologies now make it
possible to explore the structure and function of the brain in more depth than
ever ( ¢ ) and to ask questions about what actually happens in its aging
cells.

Thus, neuroscientists are increasingly able to distinguish ( d ) the
processes of normal aging and disease. Although some changes do occur in
normal aging, they are not as severe as scientists once thought and certainly do
not include widespread cell loss.

*3 of one of

All human behavior ( X ). Often a failure in the cascade
these systems results ( e ) a disturbance of normal function. Such a failure
may be caused by an abnormal biochemical process or a loss of connections

between neurons.

The cause of normal brain aging remains a mystery. Dozens of theories
abound. One says that specific “aging genes” are switched(zg)n at a certain time
of life. Another points to genetic mutations or deletions. Other theories
implicate hormonal influences, an immune system gone awry, and the
accumulation of damage caused by free radicals, cell byproducts that destroy
fats and proteins vital to normal cell function.

(H{#4 : Society for Neuroscience, Brain Facts (2008))

impairment*!=a condition in which a part of a person’s mind or body doesn’t
work well

cerebrovascular *?=relating to a blood vessel of a person’s brain

cascade* = KEHDEBZHBIEL TH<EiE
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Moreover, few people challenged the notion that aging meant inevitable

brain decline because scientists knew little about the brain or the aging

process.
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