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With an airplane exploding, bridges collapsing and a nuclear plant shutting down, it was a
summer of disasters. Around the globe, no continent has been left untouched — whether by
fires, floods, tornados, airplane crashes or collapsing mines. Disasters, clearly, do not take
summer vacations. There is no cure for natural disasters, but neither is there for human

o)
carelessness. What has been seen is the strongest of nature, and the weakest of human

prevention.

Nature has its effects, but most frightening disasters are marked by human misjudgment
and mismanagement from beginning to end. A train derailing in the Congo, bridges collapsing
in Minnesota and China, mines collapsing in Russia, China and the United States, and an
airplane crashing in Brazil, not to mention one catching fire in Okinawa, are all human-made
disasters from start to finish. These tragedies do not just happen; they are caused.

@)
The annual monsoon rains in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan cannot be stopped, but are

predictable. What nature ruins, humans make worse through overbuilding, deforestation and
)
poor construction of dams and roads. The United Nations reports that 500 million people are

affected every year by extreme flooding. The storms, especially in North Korea and China,
were unexpectedly severe, yet since last year very little had been accomplished in preparation.
When human preparation is in place, nature’s destructive power can at least be lessened.

What is the government role in all of this? Mines, planes, trains and bridges are made
and managed by joint government-business agreements nowadays. Governments, whether
they call themselves democracies, federations or republics, all contract with corporations for
public projects.

There are laws, of course, but as in the case of the United States where nearly one-third
of the bridges are considered to be structurally weak, no one seems to really check. Any costs
saved by so-called “public-private partnerships” clearly are not spent on safety inspections.

Governments need a reminder that their prime responsibility is to provide safe, efficient
and working infrastructure. People trust that they can drive home on bridges (one collapsed
in Minnesota), ride roller coasters (one killed a woman in Osaka), and use escalators (one cut
off the toe of a woman in Kawasaki). The lack of inspection and simple attention is not just
irresponsibility; it’s a crime.

Most governments do display sympathy over crises, offering recovery money and
rescuers. Yet they should also take time beforehand to learn from previous disasters. The
International Atomic Energy Agency came to the earthquake-hit Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear
plant not to impose regulations, but to learn for the future. If only the Chinese government
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had sent inspectors to the Minnesota bridge site, it might have learned something in time to

save some of the 64 people who died in the China bridge collapse.

Floods, storms and other natural disasters are mentioned in the oldest written records,

yet they remain the least solved of our problems. One common goal of humanity should be to

construct a bond against natural disasters, not against other humans. Disasters have a lot to

teach; we only need to learn and to act.
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Today hundreds of millions of people are learning English, the planet’s language for
commerce, technology and opportunity. Within ten years, two billion people will be studying
English and about half of the world — some three billion people — will speak it, according to a
recent report from the British Council. All over the world, parents keen for their children to
be successful are paying high fees for English language schools. Governments worldwide are
emphasizing English, recognizing that along with computers, English is the key to
globalization.

Non-native speakers of English now outnumber native speakers three to one. According
to English language expert David Crystal, “There’s never before been a language that’s been
spoken by more people as a second than a first.” In Asia alone, the number of English users
is more than 350 million — roughly the combined populations of the United States, Britain and
Canada. There are more Chinese children studying English than there are Britons. The new
English speakers are not simply learning the language, they are shaping it. New Englishes are
appearing all over the world, ranging from the unique English spoken in the Philippines, to
“Janglish” spoken in Japan, to “Hinglish,” a mix of Hindi and English that is now spoken in
many places throughout South Asia. In South Africa, many blacks have adopted their own
version of English, filled with local words.

All languages are constantly changing, but English’s globalization, unique in the history of
languages, will change the language in ways we can only begin to imagine. In the future,
there could be a “tri-English” world, one in which you could speak a local version of English at
home, a national version at work or school, and an international Standard English to talk to
foreigners. With native speakers currently in the minority, there’s a growing sense that
students should stop trying to speak like the British or the Americans, and accept their own
local versions.

Indeed, English has become the common language of the world. Whether you’re a Korean
executive on business in Shanghai, a German politician writing laws in Brussels or a Brazilian
biochemist at a conference in Sweden, you're probably speaking English. To achieve fluency,
non-native speakers are learning English at increasingly younger ages. Primary schools in
major Chinese cities are offering English in the third grade, rather than middle school. A
growing number of parents are sending their preschool children to local English courses.

Why is there so much enthusiasm for English? In simple terms, it’s jobs. ‘A generation
ago, only elites like diplomats and executives needed English for work, but today it has
become a requirement for those in business, technology and education. English is now firmly
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established as the world’s language, and there is little chance that this will change in the

future.

Complete (1)—(5) in English and choose the best answer for (6), based on the text.

(1)

@2

Within the next ten years, approximately

population will be English speakers.

Never before in human history have there been more

language than speakers.

A world with three varieties of English would include

and

percent of the world’s

speakers of a

By starting to study English at an earlier age, learners aim to become more

More and more people are learning English today because it can help them

Non-native speakers of English are “shaping” the language by

O

o

. mixing local expressions with Standard English

a
b.

speaking English at home and at work

. moving to countries where English is spoken

learning the language at an earlier age
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Most classrooms involve interaction between teachers and students, with the teacher
asking questions to which the student is expected to respond. (D%IEmi)?E'KDH%)N% ROHL
WZEDVEDE, BRLTHrSEAZES2ETCRIKEZRINT DI ETH S, Alltoo
often, the teacher expects an instant response. Frequently, no such response is forthcoming.
The teacher may give the answer, or may call on some unfortunate student who is not ready
to answer. Voluntary responses to questions in the classroom almost always occur if the
teacher is willing to wait long enough. We are not suggesting a ten-minute waiting period;
however, the time may seem that long to the teacher at first. Few teachers would think that
fifteen seconds is a long time to wait. (2)1./75) LEEROFTENEZANTHAZ L, 58HEFED&IX
W o7/ &A%, In addition, children have different response rates. Some children
can process a question and determine what their answer will be quickly, while other children
take two or three times as long to determine their responses. This does not indicate a
difference in intelligence or preparation on the paft of the children, only a difference in
response pattern. Children who respond quickly tend to become favorites of the teacher.
Those who respond slowly appear to do more poorly in most teachers’ classrooms.(g)%{ﬁfﬁ«ﬂjj?
L7znZ &, RISZEDXRDITHFDORENEERILETHO T, BADEFOTELBIDE
FEITNWDHHYTH I ETiERN,
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: So have you seen the new Bruce Willis movie yet?

: Yeah, as a matter of fact I watched it at a friend’s house last night.
: What do you mean? It’s not even out on DVD yet!

. Everything’s available if you look in the right places on the Internet.
: You mean your friend stole it, right?

. Not exactly. Stealing is when you take something and then sell it — people just download

movies and watch them, no selling involved. They call it free riding, not piracy.
o)

: Come on! Piracy is piracy. What about the artists? They do all the work, and others are

just taking the movies for free.

: The companies still sell lots of DVD’s. After all they make plenty of money, and they

don’t think about consumers.

A :Yeah, it’s true that most DVD’s are slow to come out, but that doesn’t make piracy OK.

: Think about all the money that the movie industry is making. And they make you wait

ages for it to come out on DVD just so you have to pay to go to the theater.

: Right, going to the movie theater is a real hassle. Parking, ticket prices, lines ... it’s

2
pretty inconvenient. It’s easier just to watch at home.

: Lots of people think that. It’s time for the movie industry to think about changing the

way it does business.

A : What do you mean by that?

* Look at what Apple has done with their iTunes Store. Songs are a dollar each, but you

can’t share them with other people. That is the kind of new thinking the movie industry
(3)

needs.

: So that means the companies need to learn how to take advantage of the Internet. I bet

there’s a lot of money to be made.

: Exactlyi They need to meet the demands of the Internet Age. One of the main causes of
4)

illegal file sharing is that the companies are not flexible.

: What do you think they should do? Lower their prices and make it easier to access

movies online? Won’t that hurt their business?

: Actually, no. Just like with music and the iTunes Store, even at a much lower price they’d

end up making more money because more people would watch the movies.

: I guess technology can’t be stopped. Businesses have to change.
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a. stealing something and then selling it
b. taking a bus for free
¢ . downloading pirates movies
d. using something and not paying for it

(2 UTOELZZERIEDDOICH>EBHELTNEDHDE, RODa~dDHFNS—DEFE
O, ETEABRIN,
According to the conversation, access to movies online would probably help
companies
spend more money

a.
b. make more money

O

Save more money

[oR

invest more money

(3 UTOEXZZERSELZDOCHO>EHBELTNDEHDE, RDOa~dDHFNS—DFE
U, B TEARIN, \
At the end of the conversation, the speakers
a. agree on a point
b. want to watch a movie together
c. have no similar ideas

d. decide to change their jobs
(i 4 TEEQEES WS Z&h, BEARFZZBTTHARETHHLZI N,
(F 5 Tﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂifﬂ%?’aﬁj‘ﬁl, HAGE CTHBA LRI,

(7 6) THEATHEENFRL TSI EEHABETHALZ I,
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