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DIFE, HABELEOAMCONTOHRHANLE, TOANPYEDRETED T 2 F

Pa—THbd, BXEHRAUTHEWIZEARIN,

Confucius was a great Chinese philosopher and teacher who created a

1)
system of beliefs based on personal morality, and the concept of a government
that served its people. Though often thought of as a religion, Confucianism

had nothing to do with gods or the afterlife, and instead focused on honor,

respect, and the Golden Rule: “ %) "

Growing up poor as dirt in the Shantung province in northeastern China,
Confucius was big on education for the Everyman. He proposed a counseling
system for young and old, poor and wealthy: Find a good, older teacher, study
his manner, and imitate his words and deeds. Better yet, if you're hanging

2)
around two people, pick out the good habits of one to follow, and the bad

points of the other to correct in yourself.

Confucius has influenced billions — yes, hillions — of people on the planet,
defining and forming a foundation for life and culture in eastern Asia and
elsewhere for over two thousand years — yes, two thousand years! In fact, his
theories were even taught to civil servants (who were tested in entrance
exams) and became the backbone of Chinese government and ethics. His
writings on proper form, manners, and overall appearance helped groom
Chinese families for millennia and also make the country a pleasant place to
visit.

0000
Michael Stusser: You also emphasized duty to your rulers. What if your

rulers suck?
Confucius: Tyrants should be despised for their conduct. My belief

is that the state exists for the benefit of the people.

73

MS: You should have been around for Tiananmen Square. . . .
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Rulers are to govern by moral example and never by force, especially
with a peaceful populous. Loving others is a calling —a mission one
should be ready to die ( A ).

Your views on women were a bit disgusting, if I do say so myself,
Confused One. Not only were they to obey their husbands
unconditionally, but they could be divorced for any reason whatsoever.

I always felt mothers should be treated With great respect.

And that their main job was to give birth to sons. ... It's OK, for a guy
operating 2, 500 years ago, you were a gem.

Do not forget jen and [i.

How could IBf)orget jen and 7] Who are Jen and Lee?

Jen! All-important virtue for conduct — love and concern for your fellow
man.

Good one. And /i?

Li! All-important virtues of manners: etiquette, ritual, custom, propriety.
Part of your teachings emphasized the “Six Arts.” It's kind ( B ) a
strange mix.

Ritual, music, archery, chariot-riding, calligraphy, and computation.

OK, what happened to reading and history?

We covered that, smallminded man. My subjects included speech,
government, and most importantly, morality.

Did you give grades?

The subjects are tools for learning to use your mind. The goal is to
create well-rounded gentlemen who speak plainly and who carry
themselves with integrity in all things.

In 221 B.C,, during the Ch'in dynasty, the first emperor tried to destroy
your reputation by burning all your books and trashing your teachings.
How do you feel about that?
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MS:
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All things must pass. D In

the case of the Ch'in, they crumbled like crumb cake.

Did you just say, “Crumbled like crumb cake?”

[ am trying to relate my wisdom ( C ) your experience, cake-eating
one.

Yeah, I do like cake.

The succeeding dynasty [the Han, 206 B.C~A.D. 220], not only made
scholars free to teach my principles, but Confucianism became the
official Chinese State philosophy.

In fact, your ideals were hugely popular all over China for two thousand
years [100 B.C—A.D. 1900]! How did you do that?

Sincerity, for one. I did not attempt to sell my ideas in motivational
hooks or tapes.

But if you change your mind on that one, I'd be happy to represent. . .

[ was also a practical being — my lessons were not E” D ) those of
the Everyman. My people were already honorable, peaceful, respectful
folk. I simply restated our ideals. |

That’s it?

In addition, I believed in expressing gratitude through toasts,
ceremonies, and gift exchanges that have a magical, feel-good effect.
Like your toast-masters, or Mother’s Day perhaps.

Sounds more like Saint Paddy’s Day. Any thoughts on heaven and hell?
I believe in a Supreme Being, and spirits from the

beyond, but my emphasis is what we do here on earth.

-

A We may not be able to

alter our fate, but we determine what we do—and are remembered
for — here and now.
You were extrerhely modest about your ideology, saying the concepts
came from antiquity, and that you were “a transmitter, not a maker.”
But we know better.
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B I passed on  much

knowledge from the height of the royal Zhou [the first half of the
millennium B.C.], and put a little twist of my own on some practices.
Gotta keep current, you know.

Speaking of current, the Chinese Communists have taken some cheap
shots at you and your ideas over the last century.

In my own day, politicians who wielded powe.r made claim to titles for
which they were not worthy. We can do little or nothing to alter our

5)
fated span of existence, but we determine what we achieve and what we

are remembered for.

In Taiwan, they celebrate your birthday —a national holiday called
Teacher’s Day.

Of this I am quite pleased. Teachers are the key to our future.

Too bad they get paid like slaves.

Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your
life.

Perhaps some words of wisdom to part ( E ).

I once said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.”
But more appropriate for times of war might be, “If your desire is for
good, the people will be good. The moral character of the ruler is the
wind; the moral character of those beneath him is the grass. When the
wind blows, the grass bends.”

Give us one more for the road, Confucius.

Our greatest glory is [but, every, fall, falling, in, in, never, not, rising,

time, we].

Michael A. Stusser. The Dead Guy Interviews. Penguin Books. —#BINZE.
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NOTES
groom: to train
suck: be very bad

populous: people

gem: a wonderful person

propriety: the state of being correct in one’s social or moral behavior

chariot: an open vehicle with two wheels, pulled by horses

calligraphy: beautiful handwriting, done with a special pen or brush

integrity: the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles

dynasty: a period of time when a particular family ruled a country

trash: criticize very severely

crumble: break apart into lots of little pieces

toast-master: a person who introduces the speaker at a formal occasion

ideology: a set of beliefs which strongly influence the way people behave

gotta = got to

wield: have and be able to use
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a) Men are responsible for their actions and how we treat others.

b) Much of what I taught reflected love for the ancients.

c) Those in power should not keep even the poorest person from

expressing his opinion.

d) You still burn books in your own world, and it only brings more

interest to the author.

e ) What you do not want done to yourself, do not do unto others.

M 3. T#REf2) 2D 0DTWHAREICE .
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Bl 6. THEEL4) D “represent” DEIZITED LD fci-ii%fﬁ N EFBALNS
Mo XHRMNSEZBZATUTOFNLGRHSEEDLNHDEEN,
a) you because it is important that your work be freely available.
b) you for just a small percentage of your profits from sales.
¢) you and together we will introduce Confucianism to America.
d) you but I don’t think your ideas will be popular in today’s society.

[F 7. FHAELS) 2O DT WHARRICE XK.

Al 8. AMmEDI[ TN DEFEZFTERNESD £ D KRB R &N,
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For those who enjoy smoking, Japan is believed to be one of the few
remaining industrial countries in which a person can light up without having to
worry about angering too many people. Moreover, smoking remains a mostly
inexpensive habit. Granted, it is more expensive than it was ten years ago;
prices have risen steadily over the past decade, with the latest increase, in
fact, being approximately 100 yen per box. However, even with the rise in
costs, cigarettes in Japan are still far cheaper than they are in countries such
as the United States. Additionally, a person can still smoke in many public
places without having to worry about disapproval or anger from those around

n

him or her. In some ways, Japan remains a “smoker’s paradise.” Compare this
to the atmosphere in the United States; there, smoking is often almost
considered a crime, and those who do smoke are thought to deserve to land in
(1 ).

The times appear to be changing, however, and it is becoming increasingly
difficult to smoke at peace in the country. Many restaurants and pubs, for
example, long believed to welcome smokers, are changing their policies.
(2 ) of being able to light up freely, a smoker often has to sit in a small
corner of a restaurant or pub designated as the smokers’ area, or is even told
that the establishment now has a “no smoking” policy.

This new policy extends beyond places of social gatherings. More and
more universities have (3 ) smoking as well. Moreover, this is not limited
to public areas inside the campus buildings; it extends to the entire area of the
university, including professors’ offices and the grounds outside.

At first glance, not allowing students or staff to smoke in universities
would seem to make sense. Study after study shows the ill effects smoking
has on a person’s health. Additionally, in a country with few garbage cans

(4 ) for the public, far too many smokers throw their cigarette butts on

— g = OMI1(646—8)



the ground. A ban on smoking would lead to healthier students and staff and
prettier campuses. What could be better?

However, smokers insist they are being treated entirely unfairly, and that
they have rights too. Students say that rather than ban smoking, universities
should have smoking rooms in the campus buildings. Thus, if they want to
smoke, they can do so without the smoke from their cigarettes bothering non-
smokers. Professors, as well, insist they should be allowed to smoke in their
offices. Also, smokers claim that as long as they act responsibly, one example
being to carry (5 ) with them at all times, smoking outside should not be
a problem. On the other hand, if they are NOT allowed to indulge their habit,
smokers say they may have a hard time concentrating on their studies or
research. Do the universities really want students and professors to begin
performing poorly, they ask, because that is what they believe will happen if
smoking is banned on campuses.

The smokers are in a sympathetic position and raise some valid points.
However, if the ( 6 ) trend continues, they are likely fighting a losing

battle, and will soon have to learn to study or work without a cigarette hanging

from their mouths.

L (1 )~( 6 )OEMINENICHELWEREEZZTNEH 1FEANK
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B 2. AXLORNBEAFLIEVHOZRL NS 2 DEY, BB TEHEARIN,

a) Smoking is unhealthy so smokers have no reason to complain about a
ban.
b) Campuses will benefit environmentally if universities do not allow
smoking.
c) Most universities in Japan will probably be non-smoking in the near
future.
d) Rising prices have made it almost too expensive for people to smoke
in Japan.
e) Many places in Japan besides universities have become stricter about
smoking.
3. AXOAEERDBLSELTVEY A MVELTHS 1 DEY, iLHTE
AT EWN,
a) Universities should ban smoking because it is unhealthy
b) Japan’s witch hunt on smokers
¢) Changing attitudes in Japan about smoking
d) Students are fighting for their right to smoke
[ 4. T#EK (that) DBARIAEZ HAFE TN P2 T <HA LRI,
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ATZHOBRODLLBWFZEIRELTOINENDDEFCHO>NNERRETH
Bo LM UBEBDENWAEDL <IE, MRICEPTERNALREEZ A
TS TIROT, MU ELELEZEATHITNERELS B> T,

B! DU BRILEZT AV ADBHERARIEIE> TS, TNehHDNE
FWHAE, ZOXETEDLRND, HENZIHEADELLTHRAL, B
ZHLSPFEEZEDLIBACE>TOLESD I,

UTOXEDA, BOMRICSIDLWIREZ AN TERI EL Thth

15 E~288ETHIT L, XOEL 1 DTHENL ETHMhEDIRWN,

A Today I happened to hear the personnel manager complaining about

something. He repeatedly mentioned 3K. What does that refer to?

A : Oh, we have those in English, too, only we call them 3Ds: dirty,
dangerous, and difficult.

B : That makes sense. In any case,
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