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Following the huge success of the FX series “Shogun,” which centers on
an Englishman who becomes embroiled in power struggles during the samurai
era, there has been a flurry of interest in the colorful history of foreigners in
Japan. It’s with a satisfying symmetry, therefore, that there should be a new
book about a Japanese man heading in the other direction.

“A Gentleman from Japan” by Thomas Lockley, an associate professor at
Nihon University College of Law in Tokyo, technically concerns two Japanese
men who were enslaved and renamed Christopher and Cosmus by the
Europeans (their birth names have been lost to history). After a dramatic

(@
journey around the world, they found themselves in London during the reign of

Queen Elizabeth I, landing in 1588 and leaving in 1592,

Lockley is not new to this time period. Alongside Geoffrey Girard, he was

b)
the author of “African Samurai,” the fascinating story of Yasuke, an African

man who ended up in Oda Nobunaga’s court in the late 1500s. Like that book,
“A Gentleman from Japan” uses the thread of one man’s experience to guide
his readers into a complex world of suspicion and danger.

Rather than Cosmus, Christopher—the first recorded Japanese person to
set foot in the United Kingdom, the United States and South America—is the
focus of “A Gentleman from Japan” by dint of greater extant historical records.
However, given how few records there are concerning the details of his life, a
large bulk of the book is devoted to the geopolitical context, world building and
specific details of life at sea in the 16th century.

Written in fast, novelistic prose, Lockley lays out the history of English
exploration around the globe, pulling no punches in his depiction of the
brutality used in building their empire. As in “Shogun,” the war with the
Spanish and the Portuguese takes center stage, but it’s much less about
religion and much more about loot. Christopher and Cosmus find themselves a

— 1 — OM6(833—134)



part of Thomas Cavendish’s crew, transferred from the Spanish ship Santa
Ana, which was making its way home from Manila when Cavendish attacked
and defeated her in the eastern Pacific. A privateer taking part in “state-

”

legitimized piracy,” Cavendish is essentially sailing around the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans looking for Spanish ships laden with treasure to hijack. He is
also a wily operator with an eye ever open for any kind of opportunity.

At this point, while Japan is known to the Europeans, only Spain and
Portugal have had any direct contact with it, and the English don’t even have
accurate maps showing its location. It’s for‘\this reason that Christopher is of
such interest to Cavendish. From the Sang Ana, he claims a map of Japan
labeled in Chinese characters, which Christopher is able to decipher and
translate for him. In many ways, these are greater prizes to Elizabethan
England than any chest of gold. Cavendish invents a backstory for the two
young men, raising their social status to that of “gentlemen from Kyoto” to
more readily impress his class-conscious compatriots back home, The ruse
clearly works as they end up meeting Queen Elizabeth I herself.

Current marketing trends necessitate a dramatic personal story at the
heart of every historical narrative, but in truth, so little is known for sure
about Christopher’s experiences that there is necessarily a certain amount of
conjecture in piecing his life together. Lockley does immense work with the
records but, as he states in the conclusion, his book is less about a gentleman
from Japan and is “fundamentally about a world that orientated toward what
we now think of as ‘The East.””

Through characters like Christopher, Cavendish and others, Lockley paints
a compelling picture of colonialism in action and draws a clear, hard line
between Christopher’s “encounter with Tudor England” and “the contemporary
world’s most powerful and rich societies” who are “still in effect the
beneficiaries of those historical wrongs.”

Stories of people like Christopher and William Adams, the reallife
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inspiration behind “Shogun,” are gripping yarns. These types of stories are
@

also representatives of an aspect of history many would like to forget, but

which, in reality, still supports the political dynamics of today’s world.

(Adapted from Iain Maloney, “ ‘A Gentleman from Japan’: A journey of firsts

in the age of exploration,” The Japan Times, June 2, 2024)
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When it comes to understanding the medieval climate of Europe, écientists
face a daunting issue: Europeans loved to chop down their oldest and biggest
trees.  Qutside of northern Scandinavia and high mountain ranges, this
penchant for cutting down trees has made it difficult for researchers to obtain
records of tree rings, a standard paleoclimate tool, leaving gaps where most
Europeans actually lived,

To fill that gap, climate scientists are now turning to a far more abundant
historical resource: wine. Records of grape harvests found in the cellars and
monasteries of Europe stretch back to the 1400s and can provide a powerful
resource for teasing out past temperatures. “Compared with the average tree
ring, it’s really excellent,” says Stefan Bronnimann, a paleoclimate scientist at
the University of Bern. “I'm totally surprised how well it works.”

Several years ago, Bronnimann and co-authors showed that the date of
grape harvests was an excellent indicator of past temperature in the growing
season. Now, in a new study published last month in Climate of the Past,
they’ve shown that another measure—the reported sweetness of grape juice
before fermentation—can also chart temperatures, “This is really convincing,”
says Lea Schneider, a paleoclimatologist at Justus Liebig University Giessen,
who wasn’t involved with the work. “I found it quite impressive to see those
nice correlations with climate.”

For many vears, Christian Pfister, a climate historian at Bern, has
explored wine records, recorded in tomes like Karl Pfatf's Wiirttemberg Wine
Chronicle. After grapes were harvested and crushed, the resulting juice, or
“wine must,” would be sampled by local experts, who rated its sugar content
on a five-point scale. The more sugar, the more alcohol would end up in the

)
wine. And it’s long been known that high temperatures boost a grape’s sugar

content. Hot years led to popular wines on the market, such as 1811’s Comet
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Wine, named after the Great Comet that lingered in the sky for 260 days.

The Bern group hunted through archives to dig up sugar rating records
from 10 locations across France, Germany, Switzerland, and Luxembourg,
screening them against records for historical events, such as war, famine, or
disease, that might have prevented an optimal harvest time. For the remaining
records, the sugar ratings varied in step by location, showing its value as a
local temperature proxy.

Some mysteries appeared in the data. The 1470s, for example, had the

o)
highest rated wine must of all time, suggesting Europe went through a warm

spell even as it was entering a centuries-long cool period known as the Little
Ice Age. “But we don’t really know what happened then,” Brénnimann says.
To try to find out, the team has begun feeding wine records into a new
paleoclimate model, released this year, that attempts to simulate global
conditions on a month-by-month basis from the 1400s onward.

There are other ways to use wine records, Schneider adds. She is part of
a team using wine tax documents to look at the response to climate extremes.
In a preprint released last week, the team found records showing three
straight years of low production, after a known volcanic eruption injected
particles into the atmosphere that would have cooled Europe. “That is much
stronger than what we would have expected,” she says. Tree rings from the
Alps do not show such a strong cooling imprint from the eruption. “We're still
not fully sure how to explain it.”

The expert sugar ratings continue to this day, though now with modern
tools, and Bronnimann’s team found they similarly do a good job charting
modern-day global warming, Starting around the late 1980s, ratings of sugar
content began to rise steeply.

The overlapping trends aren’t guaranteed to continue. Studies suggest

©
excessive drought and frequent heat waves could eventually kill off vineyards,

especially in southern Europe. But for now, global warming has been good for
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European wine harvests, Bronnimann says. “From 2003, it’s been just good

years.”
(Adapted from Paul Voosen, “Medieval wine tasting fills in gaps about
Europe’s climate: Sweetness records help chart temperatures back to the
1400s,” Science, July 11, 2024)
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England is said to be thinking about banning social media use for children
under 16 years of age. Do you agree or disagree that social media should also
be banned in Japan for children under 16 years of age? Give two reasons to

support your answer.
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RIREA. Listen to the dialogues and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1. [A: Ami, K: Ken]
A: Are you going to the soccer game this weekend?
K: No, I'm leaving for Tokyo tomorrow, and I won’t be back until next
Monday.
A: Oh, are you going for a vacation?

K: No, I have a job interview there, and ( ).

2. [M: Mother, S: Son]
M: Jack, how is your new mountain bike?
S It’s good, mum. I can easily go up a steep path.
M: That’s good, ( ).

3. [T: Tom, N: Naomi]

T: Can you play any musical instruments?
N: Well, I can play the piano.

T: Really? ( )?

4. [M: Makoto, F: Frances]
M: Hi, can I talk to you now about tomorrow’s exam?
F:  Yeah, of course, but you look very sleepy.

M: Oh, doI? ( ). Maybe that’s why.,

5. [C: Customer, B: Bookstore clerk]
C:.  Excuse me, I ordered another copy of this book here yesterday.
B:  Just a moment. Yes, your order is being processed right now.,
C: 1 just found this copy of the book in that shelf. So, can I buy it now?
B: OK, ( ) if you don’t need two copies?

[B#EB. Listen to the ALT’s story and answer the questions in Japanese.
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