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(S aRZEREE) ROBELEZTAT, FORWCEALRIN,

Pedestrians’ smartphone habits have become so dangerous that a German
company has put lights in the ground to protect them from traffic accidents.

Stadtwerke Augsburg, a privately owned utilities company in the southern
city of Augsburg, installed LED lights along the curbs at two tram stops in the
city last week. The lights flash red whenever a vehicle is approaching,
functioning as a traffic light warning pedestrians not to cross the street.

“We realized that the normal traffic light isn't in the line of sight of many
pedestrians these days,” Stadtwerke Augsburg employee Tobias Harms said,
according to a video published by daily newspaper Augsburger Allgemeine.

“So we decided to have an additional set of lights. The more we have, the
(&)

more people are likely to notice them.”

The project is being operated on a trial basis, Stadtwerke Augsburg said in
a press release. It did not mention whether it had plans to build more curb
lights across the city.

The program’s launch came one month after a 15-yvear-old girl died after
‘getting hit by a tram in Munich, as she crossed the road staring at her
smartphone with headphones plugged in, according to German daily newspaper
Stiddeutsche Zeitung.

About 1 in 6 people cross the road distracted by their smartphones,
according to a survey published earlier this month that was conducted among
14,000 pedestrians in Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, Paris, Rome and
Stockholm. Offenders included people who crossed the roads with children, the
report noted.

Other countries have also installed measures to protect smartphone users
on the streets. In 2014, a company de(g)larcated two sides of a 100-foot stretch
of pavement in China, separating normal pedestrians from those with cell

phones, in a satirical warning against dangerous cell phone usage. A cell

— 1 — OM6(652—110)



phone company in Belgium and artists in Sweden have also constructed similar
joke warnings to signal the very serious danger of being preoccupied with
smartphones on the street.

Last December, a woman drowned to death in China, after walking into a
canal while preoccupied by her cell phone.

Pedestrians who are found writing a text message on crosswalks in the
city of Rexburg, Idaho, have to pay at least $101.50. Last month, lawmakers
in New Jersey introduced a bhill seeking to punish people who write a text
message while walking on the road with a $50 fine, 15 days in jail, or a
combination of the two.

Inattentive pedestrians glued to their smartphones have become such a
common occurrence in Germany that dictionary publisher Langenscheidt made
the word “smombie” — “smartphone zombie” —the country’s official Youth
Word last year. A smombie is defined as “someone who looks fixedly at his
smartphone like a zombie running through the area,” according to the German

Youth Word’s official website.

(Adapted from Alexandra Ma, “German Company Installs Lights Along Curbs
For Pedestrians Glued To Their Phones,” The Huffington Post, April 27, 2016)

(FE) curb HEDOAD tram PREIEE
distract BEZZ5T, EREHEBIZTS
demarcate EF#RZE 5] < satirical HHREIOE
preoccupied FHIZIRo7 crosswalk fRiETHRE
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B 1. What do the lights at the two tram stops do when a vehicle is coming

close? What does it mean to pedestrians? Explain in English.

RS 2. FRm@%E, BHO the more DEBICHEIBINTWANAEZHLMILT
FIER L7y,

By 3. TEEOICOWT, FETOELE, AFHERESD T FUNORHAET
AT I,

B 4. If you were to be found writing an e-mail on a crosswalk in Rexburg,

Idaho, what would you have to do? Explain in English.
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(SWRHREM) KOELEFHAT, TOMWIKERLRIW,

Contemporary developed societies are the safest and healthiest that have

{a) .
ever existed, so we might expect that their citizens would have low levels of

fearfulness. “Hasn’t one of the central accomplishments of modern
civilization,” Norwegian philosopher Lars Svendson asks, “been the overall
reduction of fear, by nighttime electrical lighting, insurance policies, police
forces, standing armies, the destruction of predatory animals, lightning rods on
churches, solid locked doors on all buildings, and thousands of other small
designs?” Indeed, rates of violence seem to be at their lowest in recorded
“history.  In addition, life spans of unprecedented longevity mean that few
people need to fear dying before old age.

Nevertheless, current community surveys reveal extraordinary high rates
of anxiety disorders. Anxiety is the most common class of mental illness:
almost one in five people report having an anxiety disorder in the past year,
and almost 30 percent experience one at some point in their lives. These
surveys also indicate that the most frequent type of anxiety disorder is specific
phobias that involve deep fear about some object. The particular things that
people are afraid of are animals (22.2 percent), heights (20.4 percent), blood
(13.9 percent), flying (13.2 percent), closed spaces (11.9 percent), water
(9.4 percent), storms (8.7 percent), and being alone (7.3 percent). The
second most widespread anxiety conditibn is social anxiety, which is associated
with situations in which people are subject to others’ judgments. The three
most widespread forms of social anxiety are public speaking (21.2 percent),
speaking up in a meeting (19.5 percent), and meeting new people (16.8
percent). None of these objects or situations are likely to pose genuine
dangers.

What accounts for why so many people intensely fear objectively harmless
phenomena? Think back to the case that obesity is not a disease but, rather, a
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natural product of human tastes for fats, sugars, and salts that increased
chances of survival in ancient environments. Genes that optimized caloric
consumption and stored the excess as fat developed over thousands of
generations when sources of calories were usually scarce and always
unpredictable.  Under current conditions, in which calories are readily
available, these ancestral tastes often lead to obesity and associated diseases.
The resulting increase in the number of very heavy people does not derive from
disordered genes or psychology but from a mismatch between natural
biological tendencies and modern environments. Tastes for fats, sugars, and
salts, however harmful their present consequences might be, are part of our
normal genetié inheritance; they are not disorders.

Like our preferences for highly caloric foods, the statistically most

{tz)
common disordered fears, which seem unreasonable in_modern environments,

nevertheless result from natural human emotions. Our current fears do not

correspond to actual dangers in present situations but seem understandable as
reactions that were passed down to us as part of our biological inheritance of
fears that did make sense in the prehistoric past.  Many cutrently
unreasonable fears arise because natural genes no longer fit the environments
in which they must function. Iri_'ational emotions might nonetheless be
products of natural physiological responses. Unreasonable, but mismatched,
fears raise some fundamental questions about whether or not the results of

natural biological forces should be regarded as disorders.

(Adapted from Allan V. Horwitz, What'’s Normal: Reconciling Biology and
Culture, 2016) '

(7] insurance policy FRERZER standing army H{HE
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B 1. TERE@ERER L RS 0,

R 2. 431 social anxiety ICDWT ED L HRHHAZ L Thah. AXHOEK
Flbad, MEEAESD T FEUNORBAETHENEI N,

B 3 EEEIADTEOAOEISEAEEEIMITH S LB TWED, AFRE
G T 40 FLAN D HAREE TR E W,

B 4. THEEbZRERLZE 0,
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(&3EWBRBER) KOMBEA, BREXRIWV.

BIEEA. TigEh@), hEFERLEEI N,

A novel by Soseki Natsume begins, “I am a cat. 1 don’t have a name yet.”
Practically all human beings are given names when they are born. A name

is important.( )%ﬁﬁ“?f)f&'é STIF, FONZ, FHhDODADNLEIMTED,
a
This is not restricted to human beings. Animals and plants also have

names. Just as in the case of human beings, once one becomes interested in

a bird or a flower, one wants to know its name. EL W, AF2A55
o)
MEBENABELY, ENHEZFEHBNE LI,  But it seems that if

you first learn its name, you come close to the substance for the first time.

OHELD EIRFEHRSIERE [RAL - &7 - KFEAE] Bty —7
vaFb
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MZER. Read the e-mail below. Imagine that you are Koli, a friend of Yuki.
In reply to Yuki’s e-mail, write your advice to her in about 80 words in

English.

From: Yuki Ushida
To: Koki Ando
Subject: Voluntary Work?

Hi, Koki. How are you? Let me write in English, because you said you also

want to practice English, right?

I'm enjoying my classes here at Oxford University. I've made a lot of

friends since I arrived, and last week 1 joined a tennis club.

Many of the students here at Oxford University do voluntary work. Some of
them work with children, some with old people and some work for
organisations that help clean the environment. Some of my friends have
asked me if I want to do volunteer work with them at a local school at
weekends. It sounds interesting, but I'm not sure if I want to work for no
pay. Also, I have to study a lot for my course. [ don't want to give up any

of my free time.

My friends tell me that volunteer work is good for the community, and that
Pl learn more about English culture. 1 understand that, but I'm still not

sure. What would you do? Can you give me some advice?

Yuki

BN AKBOFEOERIC, MECANZHEORZET G0 words) /DL D1
YT &

CFFEL, REIZEHRIES N TWAESB XV UF B2 ik EORTRN
WEERICE D TR A,
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