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Ever since my elementary school years, like many other African kids, my
dream had been to study abroad, be a doctor and see a new horizon. Part of
my dream came true when I was granted a scholarship for graduate studies in
Japan after four years of hard work at a university in my country, Mauritania.

The opportunity to study in Japan was not really my wish because of the
language barrier, my lack of information about Japan, and in addition, its
location, being far away from my home country. However, I accepted the
challenge. For me, Japan meant the country of Samurai, sumo, computers, and
cars. Thinking about the work ahead, I was anxious and excited to discover a
new life style and a new way of thinking, and finally meet a samurai. I really
expected to see a samurai right after I came out of the airport. Instead, I met
a nice member of the Monbusho staff whose French competence was only “Je
t’aime.” For me, landing after a two-day trip, with no more than two Japanese
words in my head, this signaled the beginning of the challenge.

For the first few days, getting used to my new environment was all I could
do. It was my first experience to have to spend more than two hours in a
room by myself. Growing up in a large family with many brothers and an
uncountable number of cousins, being alone was a strange experience but
I enjoyed it after a while. I must say that I enjoyed the international
environment I was in: many peoble from all over the world, new friends, mény
places to visit, parties, and lots of kanjis to memorize. [ particularly enjoyed

@)
the discussions and chats I had with students at a university volunteer club

even though I needed to mix English, some French and some broken Japanese

to express myself. They seemed to understand me even when I couldn’t

understand myself. I didn’t worry about having to do everything right. I had
only to try to express myself as it was the challenge I was to meet.
The first few months were full of joys and surprises — there are memories
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that will remain forever with me. I went out to a convenience store to buy
sugar but bought salt by mistake, or vinegar instead of oil, or confused ninjin
with ningen. For a foreign student, there will also be moments of sadness and
tears when homesickness sets in little by little. Sometimes you may ask
yourself over and over again, “Why am I here? Can I make it?” Even though
you may not immediately find the right answer, you will somehow find the
strength to keep going. Why? You managed to come here and surely have the
strength to make it through and then move on.

As time went by, I became accustomed to my new life style, and I now
understand how things go. I owe this to the support from the Japanese and
foreign friends I made and also to the chats I had with my supervisors. Many
of you will sometimes find it hard to get hold of your teachers, but you should
not get disappointed. After all, it is your supervisors who are responsible for
your studies as they are the ones who have accepted your application.

Some people in the administration or other research groups may treat you
coldly or seem not to understand you when you try to communicate with them.
Do not feel desperate or rejected. Just remember that you could have the same
problem even in your home country in some way. Make yourself understood as
clearly as possible or simply ask others for help.

My biggest surprise was the amount of free time Japanese students enjoy.
In Mauritania, after an entire year of hard work, a student is still unsure
whether he or she will make it to the next level. In Japan, university students
spend a year almost like a vacation and seem not to be anxious about their
grades. While in many countries studying at university means years of hard

work, in Japan it is taken as a time for “playing and traveling.”

(Adapted from Ould Elemine Cheibany, “Study Abroad: the Sweet and the
Bitter,” 2007)

(3) Jetaime EBL TWA(T7 I XEE supervisors fREHE

— 2 — <OM1(308—3)



Ml 1. COBFENLSHHANOEEEZFEL TWRh> BN 2, B
RZ2E0, 40 FURNTRRZE W,

M 2. @FMRLEI N,

Rl 3. ZOEBEEEIF—LI v 7RSS FFIIZIEDLIITEZE S LN ERN
TWahz, AFRESD, 60 FLINTHRNZ SN,

4. BN EBEDREEEDBEWVIMTH D EEHIER L TWiNE, GF
REED, 60 FLUNTIRARIZI N,

— 3 — OM1(308—4)



RRA—

<OM1(308—5)



I| (FWIREA) UTEEBRRROAZIIDOWTH L EOM -l %%

WEEXTH S, EXEHRAT, FTORWICHARETEARE N,

Just as raising temperature can change the properties of iron and other
metals, early humans heated stone to make it easier to flake. The process
transformed a stone called silcrete into an outstanding raw material for tool
manufacture. Doctoral student Kyle Brown, who led the research at the
University of Cape Town in South Africa, said: “Our illumination of the heat
treatment process shows that these early modern humans commanded fire in a
sophisticated manner. We show that early modern humans at 72, 000 years
ago, and perhaps as early as 164, 000 years ago in coastal South Africa, were
using carefully controlled hearths in a complex process to heat stone and
change its properties, the process known as heat treatment.”

Previously, the first use of heat trea(tal)nent was thought to have been in
Europe 25,000 years ago. The technique was not believed to have been
invented until long after the ancestors of modern humans had left Africa and
settled in Europe and Asia. Scientists had been puzzled by the fine-grained
and often reddish coloured silicate blades and axes discovered in prehistoric
sites at Pinnacle Point on the South African coast. None of the material used
to make these advanced tools matched local silcrete outcrops. The raw stone
“was just not suitable for tool production,” said Mr Brown. Then a large flake
of silcrete almost 10 centimetres in diameter was found in an ancient fire pit.

It was only at that moment that the researchers began to suspect that the

) -
stone had been heat-treated. Many of the tools had a gloss similar to much

later North American artefacts made from heated material.

To test the theory, the scientists recreated Wha"t ancient tool makers might
have done by heating a pile of silcrete stone in a fire pit. The next day the
silcrete had become a deep red colour and was easily flaked. Using the heated
stone, the researchers were able to produce realistic copies of silcrete tools.
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“Here are the beginnings of fire and engineering, the origins of
pyrotechnology, and the bridge to more recent ceramic and metal technology,”
said Mr Brown. The research is described in the journal Science. Knowing
how to use fire may have helped the early humans who left Africa 50, 000 to
60, 000 years ago to cope with the colder conditions in Europe. It may also
have given them a big advantage over the resident Neanderthals they
encountered. By 35, 000 years ago the Neanderthals, a sub-species of human
whose own origins were in Africa, had mostly died out.

Professor Curtis Marean, another member of the research team from
Arizona State University in the US, said: “The command of fire, documented by
our study of heat treatment, provides us with a potential explanation for the
rapid migration of these Africans across Eurasia in the ice age. )They were

(c
masters of fire and heat and stone, a decisive advantage as these tropical

people made their way into the cold lands of the Neanderthals.”

(Adapted from an article of The Daily Telegraph, 2009)
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R§%8 B. Read the e-mail below. What do you think about Tom’s idea? Write

your opinion within 80 words in English.

Subject: spring cleaning

Sender: Tom Brown

Thank you for your mail. I hope you're doing well with your preparation for
the final exams. Next month, we'll also be busy beating the mattresses,
getting the carpets shampooed, and getting behind all the heavy furniture for
a thorough cleaning. It’s called “spring cleaning.” I like this name. It

sounds very nice with its fresh image of spring.

I've heard you also do a big cleanup called oososi in Japan. You have to do it
at the end of December, don’t you? I can’t understand why you put your
hands into buckets of freezing water in the middle of winter. I think spring
is a better season for doing a cleanup than winter. Why don’t you do oosoji
in spring like we do? What do you think?

Looking forward to your reply.

Tom

G : FERMARROFTEOEANCERE (B0 words) IOL DI T &, 72
L, EVA RO EOHFRIZHBRIIZDEE )
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RIEEA . Listen to the tape and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

1.
Do you have any homework tonight?
B: Far too much. ( )
2.
What are you up to?
B: Nothing particular. ( )
3.
Why don’t we get some coffee now?
B: TI'm sorry, I can’t. ( )
4,
Do you have much snow in winter in your hometown in Canada?
B: Yes, we do. Actually, ( )
5.

A: Thank you for everything. The dinner was just wonderful.
B: I'm glad you liked it.

We enjoyed being with you, too. ( )

RHEE B. Listen to a student from the USA talk about her experience in Japan

and answer the questions in Japanese.
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FIRE A
Listen to the tape and fill in the blanks with the words you hear.

Dialogue one
Do you have any homework tonight?

Far too much. I'll never be able to do it all.

Dialogue two
What are you up to?
Nothing particular. Just sitting around watching TV.

Dialogue three

Why donft we get some coffee now?

I'm sorry, I can’t. 'm supposed to meet my teacher at his office at three.

Dialogue four )

Do you have much snow in winter in your hometown in Canada?

Yes, we do. Actually, we have about twice as much snow as you do in Niigata.

Dialogue five

Thank you for everything. The dinner was just wonderful.

I'm glad you liked it. ‘

We enjoyed being with you, too. Come and see us again whenever you have time.



& B

Listen to a student from the USA talk about her experience in Japan and answer the questions in

Japanese.

Gestures are especially helpful for foreigners who don’t speak the local language very well.
They help them understand the message without having to worry about vocabulary or
grammar—maybe.

Shortly after I arrived in Japan, my classmafes and I were to go on a trip arranged by the
university. But before we started out, there was a bit of confusion. We weren’t actually sure how we
were going to travel. I knew we were supposed to go by either car or bus. We were supposed to meet
in the main parking area of the um'vérsity. But when I got there, nobody seemed to know what was
going on. Then my friend Aki pointed to a mini-van. It was parked on the other sidé of the lot. Aki
said she’d go over and see if that was where we were suppose:d to be.

I watched her run over to the mini-van and talk to a person there. After that, she turned back
‘toward me. She raised her hands over her head, making a large circle. I had no idea what she meant.
A circle? At the entrance to the parking lot there was a sort of loop. Did she mean that we should go
there? I stared at her. I was trying to figure out what to do. Then she dropped her arms and waved -
goodbye to'me. That seemed a bit unfriendly but I started to walk toward the loop at the entrance. I
hoped that I wouldn't be left behind. Then I heard pounding footsteps from behind me. It was Aki.
Breathlessly, she asked me where I was going and why I hadn’t joined her by the mini-van.
Everyone was ready to go! I learned that the circle gesture meant “OK” and what I thought was a .

“goodbye” wave meant “come here.”

Question one

What were the speaker and her classmates going to do?

Question two

What two gestures did Aki make toward the speaker?

Question three

What misunderstandings did the speaker have about Aki's gestures?
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