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When anyone tells me they'll be traveling around Japan for the first time
by themselves, I try to send them a book I bought when I first came here, It
contains drawings and phrases in Japanese and English, which you point fo in
order to communicate. 1 also have another book that just contains hundreds of
photos of different objects and locations that travelers can point to. There’s
the saying that a picture is worth a thousand words — but what if you don’t
have the picture, the phrasebook or a dictionary on you?

It’s just as well that you've got... well, YOU. Dictionaries interrupt the
conversation flow between people, can be cumbersome®, and are sometimes
misleading. So when it comes to communication, you can still say a lot with
what you have.

For example, you can use your intonation, and your hands. (1)If someone

comes up to you on the street and speaks to you in a language you don’t

understand, but is pointing to their wrist and it sounds like they're asking a

question, they’re most likely asking you for the time. (2) Intonation is

especially important on the phone, as people need to know by your voice if

you're asking a question, getling angry, or being polite.

Facial expressions and body language also play a very crucial role in
communication. When explaining a word, phrases like “It’s the opposite of,”
“It's like,” or “It's when,” are useful in many cases. But what would be the
most efficient way of explaining “impatient”? You could say, “It's when you
don’t like waiting for a late train.” But if you stood with your arms crossed,
while repeatedly looking at your watch with an annoyed expression on your

face, (3)it very quickly becomes a lot clearer what “impatient” means.

My students who have lived overseas are often the ones who have been in
situations where they needed to communicate something urgently. They
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understand that (4)if you're trying to explain that you're going to throw up,

gesturing is going to get the point across a lot faster than reaching for a

dictionary. Communication is about being flexible and it doesn’t mean you
need to have lived overseas. The elderly gentleman who runs the tofu shop in
my neighborhood, for example, always uses gestures to communicate if
anything is unclear.

When learning a language, speaking is of course important. But it’s not
just about putting words together using the correct grammar. Using all forms
of communication is also essential. It’s not realistic to remember every single
word that you've learned, so dont feel bad if you forget. But do remember
(5) this: Not only is help always at hand, it’s also on your face, in your voice,
and on your body.

(Adapted from Samantha Loong, “Communication channels,” The [apan

Times ST, May 6, 2016)
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A traditional word square can be read across and down with the same words.

Here is an example of a 3-word, word square:

Clues:

1/a = not high

2/b = must give back something

3/¢ = full of water

Each puzzle has a list of clues (hints). Make Puzzle 1 and Puzzle 2 into

squares that read the same across and down. Fill in the missing letters,

Puzzle 1

Clues:

el | 8 E 1/a = get ready for a picture

Vv 2¢] | [2dl 2/b = something used for cooking

bl | E D 3/c = grows into a flower or vegetable

o] | D g | 4/d = finishes, is done

Puzzle 2

Clues:

1/a = a measurement group, section

2/b = is kind or good

3/c = frozen fruit treats

4/d = examination
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In English-speaking countries, most commonly a woman loses her own
name with marriage. On the day of the wedding she becomes “Mrs.” Like the
slaves of old, she takes the name of the man who “owns” her. (1) This naming
system is not found in all areas. In Scotland, a woman does not lose her own
name altogether when she marries. Her name is written (2) both ways in legal
documents. In the Dutch naming system the woman did not change her name
upon marriage. In Spanish-speaking countries a woman retains her own name
after marriage, adding her husband’s surname after her own. Therefore when
Julia Martinez marries Juan Gomez, her name is Julia Martinez de Gomez.
When I was in Mexico I heard the amused, giggling reaction of a young lady
who came across the American title, “Mrs. George Smith.” (3)That was the
joke of the day —to call a woman by a man’s name! It does seem ridiculous,
come to think of it, for married women to be known only by men’s names.

The whole business of titles and proper names is (4)a problem for divorced

women, but not for men, who retain their identity throughout their lifetime.
The legal hassle of getting back a maiden name®* is costly. Nowadays when
people are living longer and marrying more often, and if the practice of a
woman taking her husband’s name continues, it might be necessary to add
another identifying feature, such as dates, because “Mrs. John Doe” could be
any of several women. We would have then, Mrs. John Doe, 1946; Mrs. John
Doe, 1953; Mrs. John Doe, 1963; and Mrs. John Doe, 1971.. ..

The matter of naming the newborn infant is another aspect of our naming
system which is coming into question these days. Rousseau, who believed that
his children belonged only to Aim, would not be very popular today. For an
infant to take the mother’s name would make infinitely more sense, because
that is the only certain relationship by blood. Genealogies™ have been
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irredeemably* altered because of the patriarchal® naming system. Throughout
the ages women have borne infants who were sired* by a secret or unknown
father, Historically, this has occurred often among the upper classes, where
divorce was unthinkable but sex was not. Thus, often the name which the
child carried for a lifetime was no blood relationship. If every newborn took
the mother’s name, there would be no question. Anthropologist Margaret
Mead has observed that there is a greater tendency to name the son for the

father than to name the daughter for the mother. (5)This practice is

reinforced because of the complications of having to refer to the mother as
“big” or “old,” a situation which is acceptable for males: “Big John” or “Old
John.”

(Adapted from Mary Ritchie Key, Male/Female Language, 1975, The

Scarecrow Press)
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Hi, Josh.

Hey, Momoka. How’s it going?

Not bad. Good thing tomorrow’s Friday. It's been a long week.

( 1 ). Got any big plans for the weekend?

Well, some of my friends are talking about going to see this new
animated movie. ... I can’t remember what it's called, but it starts
Friday at the local theater.

Oh, Yeah I heard some people talking about some new anime thing.
... I'm not sure what it’s called either.

Anyway, do you want to come with us?

Umm, I don’t think so. Movie theaters are a little rich for my blood
these days.

Seriously?

Well, it’s not that I'm cheap. ( 2 ) on something that lasts more
than two or three hours.

So you won't go out to dinner, then, either?

No, no, no. I love going out to dinner. In a restaurant, I can spend the
whole time talking with my friends. ( 3 ).

Well, I'll give you that.

Besides, if I go see this new movie and most of my other friends haven’t
seen it vet, I can’t really talk about it much without spoiling it for them.
On the other hand, if I go out to dinner, I can tell people all about it.
We can even go to that restaurant together.

Yeah, well, I guess if you're having this much trouble committing to
going to a movie once, you certainly aren’t going to go back and see one
again!
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I: ( 4 ). I'll probably be able to see it in six months. Sometimes I find
movies at the library that I can watch for free. If T really like
something I can buy the DVD or the download and watch it over and
over.

M: T see your point, but if everyone felt the way you do they'd probably
stop making movies!

J: Hmm... ( 5 )
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What do you think? Are we born with talent? Do we develop talent through

practice? When it comes to talent, which is more important? Read the
following essay. Then, explain your opinions clearly and logically in about 75

words in English.

What Accounts for Talent?

What is talent? Are we born with it? In the 1890s, Francis Galton .
decided to study the families of talented musiciaﬁs, artists, athletes, etc.
He discovered that the children of great artists were likely to be gifted at
art, as well. Consequently, people began to believe that we are either born
with talent or we are not.

About one hundred years later, experts started to note that many of
the very successful people we call “talented” had actually spent thousands
of hours working on their so-called talent. These specialists reasoned that
practice may be more important than talent. In the 1990s, author Malcolm
Gladwell introduced a theory called the “10, 000-hour rule.” The idea was
that if someone practiced something for 10, 000 hours they would become
good enough to be called “talented.” He looked at people like Microsoft
creator Bill Gates, who spent all of his time programming computers as a
teenager. He added up the time someone like Gates spent and came up
with the “10, 000-hour rule.”

It is clear that very “talented” people like baseball player Ichiro
Suzuki, put in thousands of hours of practice. The importance of practice
cannot be denied. The question remains... is someone like Ichiro born
with special talent, or can anyone of us put in the practice hours and

become one of the truly “talented” ones?
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