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Human society is founded on our ability to cooperate with others beyond
our immediate family and social groups. And according to a study published
in the journal Science, we're not alone: bonobos team up with outsiders too, in
everything from grooming® to food sharing, even forming alliances against
sexual aggressors®. Lead author Liran Samuni of the German Primate Center
in Gottingen said that studying the primates* offered a “window into our past,”
possibly signaling an evolutionary basis for how our own species began wider-
scale collaborative endeavors.

Bonobos are our closest living relatives, alongside chimpanzees, and the

two species are also very closely related to each other. (1) But while encounters

between chimpanzee groups are inherently® hostile and often result in lethal®

violence, interactions between bonobo parties hadn’'t been as well examined.

That's because bonobos, an endangered species, are notoriously difficult to study
in their natural habitat — they live only in remote regions of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. With research on chimps dominating the literature,
some scientists assumed hostility against outsiders was innate®* to human
nature — something we had perhaps trained ourselves to get past by inventing
new social norms, even as that trait lurked® deep inside.

Samuni teamed up with Martin Surbeck, a professor at Harvard who
founded and directs the Kokolopori Bonobo Research Project, to carry out a
long-term study over two years. Samuni and Surbeck focused on two small
bénobo groups of 11 and 20 adults respectively, and found to their surprise
they spent 20% of their total time together — feeding, resting, traveling and
more. “Every individual is different,” said Samuni. “There are those that are

more introverts*, extroverts®, there are (2) those that are more pro-social than

others.” The team found that cooperation between the groups was driven
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largely by a select few who were more helpful within their own group. These
individuals tended to connect with similar “pro-social” bonobos from the other
group, creating a system of mutual benefit, or “reciprocal altruism.” The positive
interactions occurred despite a low level of genetic relatedness between the
groups, and despite the fact that reciprocity — such as paying back a gift of
fruit — often took place much later, in future encounters.

Intriguingly*, females, both within and from different groups, were found
to form coalitions — sometimes to chase an individual from a feeding tree, at
other times to prevénf a coercive® sexual advance from a male. “We don't see
sexual coercion in bonobos, which is a common phenomenon in chimpanzees,”
said Surbeck. “One aspect of that might be due to those female coalitions, that
help the females to maintain reproductive autonomy®*.” The authors suggest

their research offers (3) an “alternative scenario” to the idea human cooperation

is against our nature, or that we broadened cooperation with outsiders by first
merging our extended families.

(4)But “this does not mean that reconstructions of ancestral hominin*

species should be based only on bonobos,” Joan Silk, a scientist at Arizona

State University wrote in a related commentary. There are other ways in

which chimpanzees seem closer to humans than bonobos — for example they
more often hunt animal prey and use tools. Male chimpanzees also form
strong bonds with fellow males and support them in aggressive acts, while
bonobo males form stronger ties to females. Understanding the natural
selection forces that created these differences “may help to elucidate® how and

why humans became such an unusual ape,” she concluded.

(Adapted from “Good Neighbors: Bonobo Study Offers Clues into Early
Human Alliances,” The Japan Times, November 18, 2023)
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Recently, as the British doctor Lord Robert Winston took a train from
London to Manchester, he found himself becoming steadily enraged®. A woman
had picked up her phone and begun a loud conversation, which would last an
unbelievable hour. Furious, Winston began to tweet* about the woman. He
took her picture and sent it to his more than 40, 000 followers.

When the train arrived at its destination, Winston bolted. He'd had enough
of the woman’s rudeness. But the press were now wéiting for her on the
platform. And when they gleefully* showed her the lord's messages, she used
just one word to describe Winston's actions: 7ude.

Winston's tale is something of a microcosm® of our age of increasing
rudeness, fueled by social media (and, often, politics). What can we do to fix
this?

Studies have shown that rudeness spreads quickly and virally®, almost
like the common cold, Just witnessing rudeness makes it far more likely that
we, in turn, will be rude later on. Once infected, we are more aggressive, less
creative and worse at our jobs. The only way to end a strain is to make a
conscious decision to do so. We must have the guts® to call it out, face to face.
We must say, “Just stop.” For Winston, that would have meant approaching
the woman, telling her that her conversation was frustrating other passengers
and politely asking her to speak more quietly or make the call at another time.

The rage® and injustice® we feel at the rude behavior of a stranger can
drive us to do odd things. In my own research, surveying 2, 000 adults, I
discovered. that the acts of revenge® people had taken ranged from the
ridiculous (“I rubbed fries on their windshield”) to the disturbing (“I sabotaged*
them at work”). Winston did shine a spotlight on the woman’s behavior — but
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from afar*, in a way that shamed her.

We must instead combat rudeness head on. When we see it occur in a
store, we mué,t step up and say something. If it happens to a colleague, we
must point it out. We must defend strangers in the same way we'd defend our
best friends. But we can do it with grace, by handling it without a trace of
aggression and without being rude ourselves. Because once rude people can
~ see their actioné through the eyes of others, they are far more likely to end

that strain themselves. As this tide of rudeness rises, civilization needs civility*.

(From Danny Wallace, “What to Say to a’Rude Person,” Time, February 26,
2018)
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1. Read the following conversations between you and an exchange student,

Frank. Then, complefe the final line in English. You must' provide details or

evidence in your answer.

A.

Frank:

You:

Frank:

You:

Frank:

You

Frank:

You:

Youw

Frank:

You:

Frank:

Biology class is getting interesting this semester, don’t you think?
Yeah, I suppose, but I can't keep track of all the difficult new words.
In the unit on eating and digestion, I had to memorize difficult words
like “gastric peristalsis,” “mastication,” “chyme,” and more.

I think the unit on the brain and nervous system is even harder, but
it's also more exciting to learn about. Like, have you thought about
what the teacher said about “proprioception”?

That's one of our body's senses, right?

Right, proprioception is how your brain knows where your body is,
how your body is moving, without looking at it.

Okay, what's so interesting about that?

Well, there are diseases that can damage your sense of proprioception.

Imagine how difficult living like that would be.

I see what you're saying. If I lost my sense of proprioception, it would

be really hard to [...].

The assignment says “Imagine you have to survive on a deserted
island. What five items would you bring?” Well, I definitely want a
knife and a lighter.

A cooking pot, tent, and drinking water would be useful, too.

How about a smartphone? I can’t survive without that,

Knife, lighter, pot, tent, water, and smartphone ... they are all good



choices, but we can only have five.

You: I guess we don't need [...], because [...].

2.
An exchange student in your school, Paola, has some questions about Japanese
culture, and shows you the following words. Explain each of the words in 2-3

English sentences so that she will understand. You should give an example of

how or when you would use it. Do not only write a translation.
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Today, there are wars happening around the world in places far from Japan.

As a result, there are many refugees (people who must leave their home
country because it is no longer safe).

In about 100 English words, write an essay explaining one reason for and

one reason against letting refugees come to Japan. Your essay should include

a short introduction.

You may use the following expressions if necessary:

I {agree / disagree| with the idea that ...
One {advantage / disadvantage | is that ...
Moreover, In addition, Besides

However, On the other hand, To the contrary

In conclusion, To sum up, Therefore















