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(1] &koEXDIZ, TZY—(Bster) &P — (Cesar) DHT, HICEHL TEI -7
HREIZ DN TN TWET, HYOE, HICHT 3RO AL OBELF OB
ZHALTVWET. OEQ@%25HAT, BIIHTIHRAADEZRTEIIDONT,
IAY—&tY—OMICRE I o HRkFEERZA T, HAFHET220~250 FITHL
WREW, KF, A, BEb 1 FCEAET.

D The sweethearts both come from Spanish-speaking cultures. Ester is from
Guatemala, and Cesar from Cuba. One night théy stop to eat at a fast-food
restaurant and order some rice with their meal. The rice needs more

- seasoning, so Cesar brings oﬁer a number of small packets of salt from the
counter. 7

When they finish eating, five packets of salt rémain unopened. While
chatting with Cesar, Ester begins playing with the salt. She pours some in
her plate. Later she asks Cesar if he will throw her plate away. He agrees,
but when he sees the spilled salt, he becomes furious.

He calls Ester “an evil creature from hell.” Ester is so startled that she
begins to cry, but Cesar ignores hér tears. He drives her home and drops
her off without a word. When Ester tries phoning him, she discovers his line

“has been disconnected.

They never see each other again.

@ Cesar’s reaction was tied to his belief that, when Ester deliberately spilled
the salt, she was éummoning the devil, who would harm him. He thought
Ester was evil. She doomed his future. Cesar’s startling response is related
to a popular belief that a person who throws salt away will receive bad luck
in business, love, friendship, and family.

All over thé world, people h(ﬂd strong beliefs about salt. In the British
Isles during the seventeenth century, if salt was spilled toward a person, it
was Aconsidered an unlucky sign bringing tragedy to that person or his
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family. There is a further connection with sadness. In colonial New
England, some people threw salt on a stove to help tears dry more quicklﬁ,
while in the past many Norwegians believed they must shed tears to. dissolve
spilled salt. »Contemporary Americans believe there will be a fight among
family members if salt is spilled.

But there are positive as well as negative beliefs about salt going back to
ancient times. Salt is used to protect from the evil eye; people throw salt
over the left shoulder into the eyes of the devil, a custom based on the old
belief that good spirits lived on the right side and evil ones on the left. Salt
is associated with purity among Asians. In Japan, for example, before a

Sumo wrestling match, they spfinkle salt on the floor of the wrestling ring.

(Adapted from Multicultural Manners, 1996)
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Student:
Teacher:.
Student:
Teacher:

Student:

Teacher:

Student:

Teacher:

Student:

Teacher:
Student:
Teacher:

Student:

Excuse me, Mr. Jones. ( A ) talktoyou for a minute? .
Sure, David. What’s up?

I was wondering if you could help me with something.

Well, tell me about it and I'll see what I can do.

It’s about a play they’re putting on at the local community center. I
went for an audition and they want me to take a leading role. I need
a permission slip from you in order to join the production.

I'm not sure about this, David. You've been having.problems with
someb of your academic studies this year. Next year you’ll have

university entrance examinations to consider. Do you think this is
1

wise?

Oh please, Mr. Jones. ( B ) mean alot to me. I'm thinking
of sfudying literature or drama at university, and you're ‘always
telling us that education should include more than the study of
academic subjects alone. Besides, it should help me with my studies.

Well, if you can really convince me of that,
@)

What’s the play?

It’s Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. As you know, we're studying Tennessee
Williams in our literature class. I really think this will help me get a
better‘understanding of his work, even though it’s not the play we're
studying for a set text.

When will the play finish?

In three months’ time, at the end of July.

And do your parents know about this?

Yes, .fhey think it’s a good idea.
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Teacher: OK, please ask the play’s director to send me an e-mail with details.
If evefything is satisfactory, I give you the permission slip.
However, you have to promise me you'll keep up withvyour studies,
and I want to see an improvement in your final report.

Student: Thank you, Mr. Jones. _ (_ C ) let you down.

1 zef( A ), ( B ), ( C HZHEI>DITH>EDBATDHLWVEERZE
FTol), @, QRBEY, ThENEETEARIN,

(&) (1) DidI @ Mayl (3) Would I
B (1) It has t @ Itis (3) It would
© (1) I'mnot : (2) 1 ought not (3) Iwon’t

B 2 FREDEEKRSES EHIANELETOT ~INSRY,
: él/}o

CHETEAR

il

7. Are university entrance examinations a test of intelligence?
1. Is acting in the play a seﬁsible thing to do?

7. Is performing in the play a way tb reduce intelligence?

. .

. Is talking to Mr. Jones a sensible thing to do? .

B3 FHEOIAEDLNAROKEES 10 EURNTHNEE N, a2T9E
U RRERICEDE A

4 ZOMBECONT, Fo(l),- @), QMW AEE CHRIIEARE N,
(1) David IZ Mr. Jones IZ{A 28 ATWETH,
(2) David iZED X 512 Mr. Jones ZEBL TRET A,
(3) Mr. Jones i3z DBL THNET M,
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(M) kOFEX[ANZAELZOBIEE - WRETHET AU IAOXE, [Blikk
FOBARTDNTREREZXETT, [A]E[BIE2HEAT, THRENORWICEZL
AN, ' ‘

[A]

When I finished writing the last story in the series of articles about my
life, I had a brief attack of depression that in my case is likelyv.to follow the
accomplishment of any major task. Although this series continued for a full
year, it was not on the scale of my history of Japanese literature, which took
me twenty-five years t’o.write, and the depression was proportionately smaller.

All the same, now that it was over, I had a feéling of regret. I failed to
mention some experiences that might have been of particular interest to
readers. [ regretted even more that T had not mentioned many people who
have played an important part in my life and should have appeared in my
articles. In my defence, I can only answer that, once I began writing the
series, I became aware that I was describing something like a chain of linking
experiences, and some friends, no matter how close, belonged to a different
chain.

The most important of the “chains” in my life has been the one that binds
me to Japan. For some years, especially when anti-Americanism was at its
height, I worried that something might break the chain, that I would not be
able to return. Fortunately, this did not happen. On the éontrary, regardless 4
of the extent é%) anti-American writings, I have always been treated with great
kindness in Japan.

I often tell myself that I have basically not changed over the years, but
‘the world has certainly changed, whether in small matters, or in the way of life
of a whole nation. Could I have guessed, when I was a child, that a day would
come when steam trains would be objects of nostalgia to people for whom

airplanes had become the normal means of travel?
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Some things remainv the same. We feel this, for example, in reading The
Tale of Genji. Love, hatred, loneliness, jealousy, and the other emotions
remain constant, regardless of changes in the mode of living. One of the great
pleésures in reading the literature of the past, whether The Tale of Genji or
Shakespeare, is to discover a continuity of emotions across time and space.

I have often regretted that I haven’t kept-a diary. A diary would surely
help me to recapture much of the past. But perhaps it is just as well to have
forgotten so much. If I remembered eVérything, I would recall things that
frightened me when I was a small child, teachers I disliked at school, friends
who I thought had betrayed me, people I loved who did not love me. No, it is
probably better not to try to remember. I hope that this series of articles, for
all its weaknesses, has at least suggested how one human being spent an

@) , :
essential happy life.

(Adapted from The Daily Yomiuri Online, Dec. 23, 2006)

1 TREDOBZELEEFEORFEZBAB T FTLURICELDRT
W, BF, AR, iLED 1 FICRXET.

2 FEEOQIDWTAN, S BANIC 3 H2h ), AAETEERI N,

B3 EFFIEOREREZEDELACOVTEDLSITHENTWET ), H
AETY ZUNICEEDRS W, KF, G54 TEd 1 FIKAET,
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[B]
People often find that their hdrizontal vision is as far as their arms can

stretch. Their vertical vision is slightly shorter but only because of the

eyebrow Bone.

How is this possible?

The answer lies in the way the human eye is designed. Each of your eyes
has 130 million light-receivers in its retina@®, ( A ) means that you have
260 millién light-receivers in total.

What percentage of your eyes do you think is devoted to your ‘élear’ or
‘central’ focus and what percentage is devoted to your ‘side’ or ‘peripheral
focus? In fact, your clear focus has only 20 percent of the eye/brain system
devoted to it, while your peripherél .focus has an amavzing‘ 80 percent!
(B ) means that, of the 260 million light-receivers you have working for
you, over 208 million are devoted to your peripheral vision.

AWhy is such a large percentage devoted to this? The reason is that most
of the events in the universe are happening around your central focus, and it is
essential for your survival that your brain be aware of every change in your
environment ( C | ) order to direct you towards what you need, and away
from danger.

In traditional methods of teaching reading we have concentrated only on
the ( 7 ) focus vision, thus using less than 20 percent of the visual
capacity available to us, and using even that small percentage in an utterly
inappropriate way. |

Readers like the librarian Antonio Magliabechi (1633-1714), the
philosopher John Stuart Mill (1806-1873), and Presiderit John E Kennedy
(1917-1963) all trained themselves to use the vast potential of their ( - )
vision. You can do the same by disconnecting your brain from your c;lear focus
and seeing with vour ‘Mind’s Eye” Whereas most people spend their lives
chained to the ‘tunnel vision’ of central focus, the better readers, thinkers, and
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survivors use the full range of their brains’ visual skills.‘
(Adapted from The Speed Reading Book, 2000)
) retinaA (B o) faps
M1 2@ A ) (B, (CHEEIDCDbOEBLEIDLNE

To), @, QMEREY, TNZTNEBSTEZIRIN, |
A (1) where , (2) which : (3) whom

(B) (1) Both (2) Each (3) This
© (1) an 2 but ' (3) in

B 2 TRESZHAFRCELRZIWN,

M3 ZEW( 7 )&( 14 IEFHIORE-EDBSIDLLWVGER, ThENs
XN SIREHLIEE N,

Bl 4 ZONETEENSVENT ST, BAE T EUNICEE DR
W, ¥F AZHS BED LTICEAET.,
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(V) kolAl, [BIOMWIKEREZE N,

[A] ROZDDFF 7L, 1945 4 & 2005 E0 B AR 2 EwH O A D HE
ERLTWET, ZORERLT, EEAZLE=D61F, ZOLLOER
EEABNBIEE, BFIT 00 BREOKETESRIN, 12T
F RGERICED EE . BERMOBIO(  HIKBRETALEEN,

[B] ®REOMKEEEENIIZDHT, ThENHSBALEDAOLSHIC
FoTEDEDIITEEINDINITDONT, AT EREDEETEER
X0, DURRE S RRERC D e A, RABORAD(  )IHE
BETALRI N,
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