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(1) ROEXEHFAT, TOEEZHEAETII0~200FITEEHRIN, KFP
BFEAD | FIRAET,

A child’s first birthday is a cause for special celebration in most cultures.
By this age, children are able to follow the direction of an adult’s gaze, they
are sensitive to gestures such as pointing, and they tend to pay attention to the
same things as the adults with whom they are interacting. Not coincidentally,
this is also about the time that they first venture into language.

A child's first word is one of the great milestones in life. For most
children this happens when they are around 12 months old, give or take a few
weeks in either direction. On average, a child has 10 words in his or her
vocabulary by age 15 months and 50 words by age 18 or 19 months.

‘ And, yes, it’s true that the first words learned by children the world over
are usually the names for “mother” and “father.” They get a lot of help with
this, though. Words like mama, papa, and dada are very easy to pronounce —
they consist of very simple sounds arranged into very simple syllables — and
they are a natural by-product of children’s spontaneous expressions. In fact,
“mama’-like sounds have been detected in children’s speech starting from as
early as two weeks of age up to around five months, usually in a “wanting”
context (such as wanting to be picked up or wanting food).

Parents are quick to help a child assign meaning to these early noises,
telling them that mama means “mother” and papa or dada means “father.”
Children go along with the game, it seems, and before long they start using

those words in just the right way.

(Adapted from an article by W. O’Grady, 2005)
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(1) koME@EEHAT, FOMLIKELRIN,

Wife :

Husband :

Wife :

Husband :

Wite :

Husband :

Wife :

Husband :

Wife :

Husband :

Wife :

Husband :

Wife :

Honey, | know I'm going to be coming home from work late
tomorrow. ( A ) pick up the kids from the day care center?
Tomorrow... Let’s see. I don’t think so. We've got a meeting
starting at 4. Could you ask someone else?

I guess 1| could ask the next-door neighbor again. But ['d rather
not bother her all the time. Isn’t there some way you could do it?
A lot of dads leave off and pick up the kids at the school.

Sorry, but there’s no way I can do it. You don’t want me to get
fired, do you?

But I'm in the §ame boat as yoxi: I need to work late sometimes,

() -
too. Other fathers manage to do it. Don’t think that you're a

special case.

1 know I have responsibilities as a father, too. But do you expect
me to tell the boss that ?

: (2)
Sometimes you should. At my work, they're always saying that

women with children are unreliable. 1 get sick of hearing that.
You men need to carry more of the load! ( B ) be better if we
shared everything? '

I know how you feel, but I just can’t leave work so early in the
afternoon. I think it’s better if you do certain things, and I do
certain things. It's called specialization. 1t works well. I take
care of the car, dust the house, and wash the dishes. Can’t you
pick up the kids?

Hmm. The same old stuff.

( C ) if we pay someone to do it?

I guess so. That’s going to cost us, though.

Yeah, but it’ll be worth it.

OK.
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 FNENEETEARI N,
7. Could you possibly : -. Do you think
7. How about I. Wouldn't it

1t

M 2 THREDEERND S EHIANEE THSEY,

Our means of transportation are the same.

TETEARIN,

ol

Our situations are identical.

We're leaving at the same time.

H o3 & N

We were both fired.
] 3 THEBPOIZSIHLWVWEZ I0BRETHNWZE N,
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BREERWELE LD, FNFNEAECERBICHBELS I N,
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[A]

The Internet contains a lot of bad articles, and not without reason. It’s a
wide-open forum and there is a lot of stuff out there that is highly disturbing.
‘But there are also some really good sites you can visit. One of the sites I have
in my “favorites” list is a very good place to receive some findings of the latest
research and discoveries in various fields of study. The information is
presented in a way that even non-scientist types (like me!) can easily
understand.

One of the articles that captured my attention on the site last week was a
feature that examined whether or not some of the popular myths we have all
heard enough times té assume they are probably true actually hold up under

the harsh light of scientific investigation. A few examples follow.

B People use only 10 percent of their brains. Although it certainly seems
like many of the people we meet in life are using only a small portion of their
mental capacity, the wonders of MRI imaging have demonstrated that all parts
of our brains are active and in use. We will need to come up with another
explanation for the stupidity you see everywhere that seems to define much of
the human experience.

B Chickens can live without a head. Shockingly, this one is true. -
Apparently, the brain stem, which controls the bird’s reflexes, is not located in
the head so the body can continue to function for a time without the head.
One headless chicken apparently survived for 18 months.

B Water draining from a container in the Southern Hemisphere rotates in
the opposite direction than it does in the Northern Hemisphere. Not a portion
of truth .to this one. The rotation is affected by the shape and design of the
container being drained, but is not affected by your geography.

M Hair and fingernails continue to grow after you are dead. This is not
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true even though visual evidence might suggest otherwise. As the body loses
liquid after the death, it only appears that hair and nails are getting longer as
the skin around them shrinks.

(Adapted from The Daily Yomiuri, 2006)
M1 THREL WMEREDELTIHTTN. BERBETHBALZI N,

B2 RO~@DHNn5, AXTERINTNEEZXLFIEFRLDOZE 3 D

U, BETEARIN,

(1) Science compels us to accept the fact that 90 percent of our brain is
left unused.

(2 The stupidity of our human natul;e is not evidence for the claim that
we use only 10 percent of our brains.

(3) Chickens may survive for a while without the head for their special
distribution of their brain system.

4 The argument concerning the chickens without the head is intolerable
as well as unscientific.

(5) Water rotates in opposite directions in the Southern Hemisphere and
in the Northern Hemisphere because of the shape and design of the
Tontainer being drained.

(6) The direction of the rotation of water in a container is a highly
controversial issue because it depends upon the geography of the place
where the rotation takes place. v

(7) As far as we can see, hair and fingernails seem to continue to grow
even after a person is dead.

(8) Hair and fingernails continue to grow even after a person is dead

because the body shrinks.
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(B]

In some countries, the idea that there is life on other planets would make
people laugh. In others, the inhabitants not only believe in life elsewhere in the
universe but maké efforts to communicate with it. There are certa_inly
doubters and believers on this issue.

One traditional argument for the existence of life outside the earth, known
as plenitude theory, is that there are so many star systems in the universe that
it is unlikely that only earth would bear intelligent life. ( A ), it could be
considered human arrogance to think that we are the only intelligent life in all
of space. Another current and more convincing argument comes from
convergence theory. Convérgence theory refers to situations when two
different species are faced with a problem and independently arrive at the
same solution. For example, both bats and birds evolved wings in order to fly.
( B ), octopus and squid have cameralike eyes. The species evolved
separately, arriving at these adaptations independently. Simon Morris has
argued that where nature has produced something once, it is likely to produce
it again. All this suggests that although there may be infinite possibilities in
the universe, nature tends to repeat itself. '

On the other hand, those who support a third theory called contingency
theory argue against the possibility of life on other planets. Th<eli)r argument,
and it is a compelling one, is that life is a happy accident. They claim that the
processes which led to the evolution of life are so complicated that it is
extraordinary they occurred even once. They consider it extremely unlikely
that the same set of processes could ever occur again. ( C ),. although
Morris argues that nature is likely to repeat itself, he himself recognizes that
even the basic conditions for lifé may be rare in the universe. Nature may be
willing but the conditions might not be right. It is probable that the exact

2)
conditions required for life will not be found more than once. It is unlikely that

other planets will be exactly the right distance from their sun, with the right
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gravity, the right combination of chemicals and physics, with water and
atmosphere. |

It is unlikely that there is life outside- the earth. For over 100 years, radio
waves have been used to track space for signs of life and so far have
uncovered nothing. If there was intelligent life out there, it is probablé that we
would have identified some sign of it by now. Although ( 7 ) theory
indicates that nature tends to reproduce the same outcomes, and ( - )
theory argues that the multiplicity of star systems increases the likelihood of
life outside the earth, the arguments are not convincing enough. The
conditions for life itself are so fragile and complex that it is remarkable that .

life occurred even once, much less that it could be repeated elsewhere.
(Adapted from Critical Thinking Skills, 2005)

1 2 A )RS ( C )EBRIDICH- EbEUREREY, 2hih
BETEARIN, ’

(A (1) First (2) However (3) Indeed
(B) (1) Certainly (2)  Similarly ' (3) Then
{© (1) Furthermore (2) Nevertheless (3) Otherwise

B2 THRzHEABTHELRIWN,
Bl 3 THREQOWNEZEANICAERETHRRRI N,

Bl 4 Z( 7 )& 1 DEBOIOIREYREES, 2hohEThnsik
EHLAEIN, '

B 5 FEESNBXEVERZ Do EBMRICRNZXE, AXhnskEd LA
W,
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