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The ultimate purpose of academic freedom is to give universities, their
faculty members, and their students the liberty to pursue knowledge, to teach,
and to publish the results of their research for the good of society as a whole.
Only if this is allowed will we all benefit from the development of new ideas,
scientific findings, and critical evaluations of accepted views.

There is, unfortunately, much confusion over academic freedom, and this
stems from a failure to understand that it is a three-part concept, aimed at
promoting knowledge for the benefit of society at large. The first part relates
to the university’s freedom to run its academic affairs, determine appropriate
curricula, and hire competent faculty members without being subject to the
dictates of politicians, religious leaders, donors, or governmental agencies.
This in turn leads to the academic freedom of individual faculty members, who
are at liberty to decide how to structure their courses and what research to
pursue. Finally, the academic freedom of students consists of their right to
learn and to be protected against being told what to believe, think, or say.

It is not coincidental that academic freedom came into its own in Europe
along with the emergence of political and religious freedom, the spread of
democracy, the rapid development of science, and the clear expression of a
liberal approach to thought. They all go together as the intellectual authority
of the state and church is replaced by the authority of reason, argument, and
evidence.

No lawmaker should dictate what has to be taught in any course, even in
the name of balance. The solution is to promote greater respect for the
academic freedom of all, not to push laws that would lessen that freedom. The
loss of academic freedom would impose a high cost on society. Ironically, at a
time when the public is questioning whether academic freedom has gone too

far, this essential freedom stands in greater need than ever of public support.

(Adapted from The Japan Times, May 22, 2005)
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The owner of a carpet shop (A) is helping a tourist (B) to choose a rug at a

“market in Turkey.

A
B
A
B
A

: Hello. Are you looking for a Turkish rug, sir?

: Yes. They're all so nice —1 can’t decide which to buy!

(1 ) The colors are especially beautiful.

: Yeah, I like it. The pattern’s really interesting, too. ( 2 )

: Actually, they’re scorpions! The scorpion pattern means “protection from

harm”,

B : Really? That’s interesting. ( 3 )

A Yes. For example, on this rug you can see the “tree of life” pattern.
( 4 )

B ! So, if I buy this I'll live forever?

A : ( 5 ) Here’s something different. Can you guess what the pattern is?

B : Hmm ... it looks a bit like the handlebars of a bicycle.

A It does, but it’s not! ( 6 ) This pattern indicates power and strength.

B:( 7 ) It's really nice, but I'm really looking for something a little
bigger.

A : Just a moment ... this is one of OUI: most attractive rugs. |

B: It’s lovely, but unlike the others, it doesn’t‘ éeem to have any particular
pattern. |

A Well, if you look closely, you can see some repeating shapes. (8 )
These represent “hairbands”, which reflect the desire to get married.

B : 1 see ... so this rug was made by a young woman who was looking for a
husband?

A:(C 9 )
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B : Wow, the stories behind the rugs are fascinating! I wish I could buy them
all .... Hmm, after all I think I'll go for the first one. ( 10 )

A .1 think you've made a very good choice, sir.

M1 ZRONS02/HS Db EOBELRBDETALEY, TNTNLE
TEABEIV, ACBOZRBEVRLED CEETEERA,

Ah, that makes sense. |

Are there other patterns with different meanings?

How about this one?

I like the idea of being protected by a scorpion!

It actually represents the horns of a ram.

It looks like a lot of spiders.

It probably was.

It’s said to symbolize eternity.

They look like two triangles together.

They are cars, perhaps.

FoH Y N koF N H T N

You never know!
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T.V. presenter Joey Dallas (J.D.) is interviewing Professor Norman Smart

(N.S.) on the topic of “Cultural Globalization”.

JD.:

NS.:

JD.:

NS.:

JD.:

NS.:

JD.:
NS.:

Good evening, and welcome to “The Way of the World”. In the studio
with me tonight is Professor Norman Smart of Global University.
Tonight, he’s going to give us his views on a topic we've been hearing
a lot about recently — globalization and culture.

Good evening, and thank you for inviting me.

First of all, Professor, it seems to me that what is really meant by

“cultural globalization” is, in fact, “Americanization”. 1 Is

this a view that you take?
Well, it’s a widely-held belief that we are heading toward a single,
global Americanized culture. ( a ). I see cultural globalization as

producing new and exciting hybrids of cultures, not a single global

culture. 2

Hmm .... I imagine there are a lot of people who don’t see it that

way. Do you know, I was in New Delhi, India, just a few days ago,

and I could have been in any large American city! The fast food

restaurants, coffee shops, Coca Cola advertisements — they were all
American!

Perhaps that’s how it seemed to you, but I think you’ll find that
traditional Indian restaurants -still far outnumber the burger bars.
Also, you hear people talking about the “McDonaldization” of the
world, but what they don’t realize is that American fast food
resta_lirants in fact conform to the local culture, and not the other way
around.

I'm not sure what you mean . ...

( b ). I once had a rice burger in a McDonald’s in Thailand, and
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JD.:

N.S. :

JD.:

you can eat a kimchi burger in Korea, too! And, in New Delhi, you
wouldn’t have been able to buy a hamburger — it would have been a
lambburger! What I'm trying to say is that even if a country
incorporates elements of foreign culture into its national fabric, it
doesn’t necessarily mean that local culture or national identity will be
lost.

( ¢ ). But a lot of people are worried about the unstoppable
advance of American popular culture —not only food, but sports,

movies, music, and so on. Surely other cultures will eventually be

overwhelmed and weakened. 3

I don’t see it that way. And in any case, the exporting of culture is

not a one-way street from America to the rest of the world.

You've brought up some interesting points, Professor. I'd like to

continue our discussion after the commercial break.

Bl 1 ZR( a )05 ( ¢ IZEMIDITH-LBBEHURDOE TSR,
TNETNESTEARIN, ALBOEKVDRLED ZLITEEEA.

(1)
2
(3)
4)

B 2 AXxXFIikOo—XZ26D ETHhiT, 1 , 2 , 3

I don’t agree, though
I see your point
Let me give you an example

That’s what I want to say

DEINDHH> EBBMYETIN, BEETEHEARIW,

I don’t think it means that cultural differences will disappear.
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(M) RkROFEXZEHFAT, FTOMWIZEZRZEWV,

In these first weeks after the Indian Ocean Tsunami, with the number of
deaths still climbing past 225, 000, good news has come to be regarded as the
absence of bad. The media excitedly report news of selected survivors —a

(n
baby floating on a mattress, an injured model, a pregnant woman rescued from

the open sea — and many of us are grateful for word of friends and family who
are safe. But for every one of them, thousands of others unknown to us were
lost. Meanwhile the rows of the injured and homeless stretch from Indonesia
to Africa, and the questions and concerns that their miserable conditions raise
are not confined to that side of the planet.

The *outpouring of emergency aid will be a great help to the **devastated
countries, but disaster relief is an inadequate, expensive substitute for more
timely improvements to their infrastructures such as roads, communication
systems, and energy and water supplies. The most obvious example was that
Indian Ocean nations lacked a tsunami-warning system like the one in the
Pacific, but that omission may be forgivable. Tsunamis are rare in the Indian

)
Ocean. Undersea sensors can cost a quarter of a million dollars apiece and

have steep maintenance costs. India, Sri Lanka and the other wave-torn

nations had far more urgent spending priorities.
3
The real humanitarian failure is not the inadequate preparation of these

nations, and many others, for sudden catastrophes. It is their inadequate
preparation for the day-to-day horrors that routinely slaughter their
populations. Millions of people die annually from malaria and AIDS — more
than the equivalent of a tsunami a month. Lack of clean water in parts of
Africa promotes disease and fuels civil conflicts. Poor countries face chronic
crises so terrible that the world is no longer responding to them.

The U.S. and other industrial nations need to be more willing to give aid

outside of ***

calamitous times. In 2000, as part of the Millennium
Development Goals program, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the

— 9 — OM5(757—122)



target that rich states would promise 0. 7 percent of their national incomes to
development assistance. Few countries are living up to that promise. Making
matters worse, countries sending tsunami aid now will probably withdraw
those donations from their development aid budgets. In mid-January the
Millennium program issued a new recommendation that countries donate just
0.5 percent, a cutback from the old goal but still twice the average now in
practice. Even that figure hgg been criticized as unrealistic.

Sound public health policy needs more than occasional, reactive generosity.
When the media focus our attention on the aftermath of tsunamis and other
disasters, it is easy to empty our wallets for the agonized sufferers. But we

need to do more on the fairest days for the billions out of sight and out of

mind, whose survival depends on more days without bad news.

(Adapted from Scientific American, March 2005)
*outpour: to supply ébundantly
**devastate: to destroy completely

***calamitous: disastrous, causing great damage, grief, etc.
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