=W W

SERE 2 4 4N SRR A
£ 2N AL

RRI 4 1 M, AR PRI 4 BT,
T O R ZRE R EEA LR SV,
RIS, IR OIE S & Z AR BE R &V,
B TR, FIREM FRLTESR D 7250,

OM1(828—1)



ROTERFACTORRNCEZRE,

I recently flew from my home in New York to San Francisco. I expected my visit to
be like any other business trip—a series of nonstop meetings. The trip, however, held a
surprise that I couldn’t have imagined.

My parents were divorced in 1961, when I was 11. For many years afterward, my
father worked in Switzerland, eventually retiring to live in San Francisco. At most, I saw
him once a year. On those rare occasions, the conversation was usually about the
ordinary—where we should eat, what movie we should see—or about my life in New York.
He didn’t offer me much information about himself and, curious though I was, I leamned
not to ask him too much, I knew my father had faced many challenges in his life, which
always somehow explained his silence about himself,

He grew up in Berlin as an only child, and was sent to live with an unloving aunt in
Vienna for the sake of safety when Hitler came to power in 1933. OB OMHICS

5T L ITEMBIC R B E Tl oT. In 1938, before World War IT began, my father
escaped to Paris, Within a short while, he was in the French Foreign Army, and then,

after France was defeated, he was sent to northern Africa as a prisoner.  Later, after a very
lucky escape and a long walk across the Sahara Desert, he worked for O.S.S., the
American wartime spying agency. 7

Learning even these few details of my father’s life required endless questioning of his
few friends and even fewer relatives.  After he passed away in 1988, my wife’s sister and
brother-in-law, residents of San Francisco, found some of my father’s belongings. The
boxes stayed in their garage until one day the family looked inside them. The result was
an envelope which they gave me during my visit. The envelope contained a certificate,
written in German, My father had been given a special degree in 1975 by the Institute of
Chemistry in Vienna. The degree was presented for @his work at the nstitute from
1936 to 1938 on highly advanced nuclear study. ~As he was born in 1920, he was honored
for research conducted between the ages of 16 and 18!

I tried to put the story together. Without parents in Vienna and then living with an
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unkind aunt, my father had found pleasure and relief in the world of science. Perhaps he
could have become a world-famous professor, maybe even a Nobel Prize winner. But
then the Nazis occupied Austria and all that mattered was that, talented or not, he was a

Jew. (DHis life as a promising scientist was about to end, and a new one was about to

begin. By the time he came to the United States, he needed to master a new language and
get a new job. In my view, he clearly never again had the chance to carry out his career
dreams.

Was he bitter about his life he was given? It is hard to know. These days, the
thought of my father’s disappointed life is never far from me. @{LZERIFEERDIEES
FLOWLDIEFDBEZ Do TUND,  Are there other secrets of his life hiding in the
garage? Since I don’t know of any living relatives of his today, it is the only hope I have
of finding out more about him,

(1) ARIOREEERY 5 Bo QN h BAE TRAZ S,
(2) THREOZIEEIT LR SV,

(3) THE@NTTNEL BATECHEL B &y,

(4) FTHEQOWNAES BAECHEA LRSI,

(5) THEOEZIHFEIZ LRIV,
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DI A T T ORI AAECEX 2 SV,

A study suggests that people who live at higher latitudes have larger eyes and more
ability in their brains to deal with visual information compared with those living nearer the
equator. (DResearchers measured the brain volumes and eye sizes of 55 skulls kept at the
Oxford University Museum of Natural History dating from the 19th century. The skulls
represented 12 different populations from around the world, including native people from
England, Australia, China, Kenya, Micronesia and Scandinavia.

“As you move away from the equator, there’s less and less light available, so humans
have had to evolve bigger and bigger eyes,” said @Ellie Pearce, a graduate student from
Oxford University and the lead author on the study. “Their brains also need to be bigger
to deal with the extra visual input. Having bigger brains doesn’t mean that
higher-latitude humans are smarter; it just means they need bigger brains to be able to see
well where they live.” This suggests that someone from Greenland and someone from
Kenya will have the same ability to detect detail, but the person from the higher latitude
needs more brainpower and biggg:r eyes to deal with the lower light levels.

Professor Robin Dunbar, also from Oxford University and a co-author of the study,
said that people whose ancestors lived within the Arctic Circle have eyeballs 20% bigger
than people whose ancestors lived near the equator.' They have an associated increase in
the size of the visual part of the brain, which previous studies have shown matches with the
size of the eyeball. Brain volume increases with latitude: people living at high latitudes
north and south of the equator have bigger brains than people living near the equator.

The results, published in the journal Biology Letters, showed that the biggest brains,
averaging 1,484 milliliters, were from Scandinavia, while the smallest brains, around 1,200
milliliters, came from Micronesia. The average eye size was 27 milliliters in Scandinavia
and 22 milliliters in Micronesia. Professor Dunbar concluded that the increase in brain
volume must have evolved relatively recently in human history. He added, “It’s only
within the last 10,000 years or so that modern humans have occupied all latitudes right up
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to the Arctic Circle.  So, this is probably a development that’s happened within the last
10,000 years.”

(1) latitude #&E  equator #RE  Arctic Circle AR
(1) THEHDO®D Researchers {T XD L 512 LTF—F 245F Lizdy,

(2) THEH@D Ellie Pearce DE R ZfHHIZE L DRIV,
(3) B&ER¥%173317 % Professor Dunbar @ RARZ R ~g Xy,
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KOLEEFAT, THREO, @, @, FIFELAS,

Imterviewer: Tell us a little bit about your observations of the state of environmentalism

in Japan.

Interviewee: Well, we have seen a very amazing side of Japan, I think. [It’s just
amazing to be here in Japan and see that there are a lot of progressive practices. I see that
even though there isn’t a refund system on cans and bottles, there’s a very high level of
.recyc]jng. And we were in Hokkaido two days ago and we were learning about a wind
project in Hakodate, so alternative energies seem to be getting more popular. There are
many forests and beautiful mountains in Japan. OZAIUTESADEVZE TN
TgLna?

But, actually, I've never seen concrete rivers like I have seen in Japan. That is just

shocking. I can’t quite get over that. Although the waste might not be on the streets of
the cities, Q5 TJINZIFTINELEARNTWEDERMNTELTZ,  It’s interesting

to see the contrast.

Also, it’s interesting to see the use of energy as it is here. I've never seen heated
toilet seats before. And also vending machines—I’ve never seen so many vending
machines, ever. @ BASTIE22 A2 1 B EEIERFEESHHEHEEL,  The energy
for all vending machines in Japan would make up the energy for one whole power plant.

It’s fascinating; there are all these technologies and you see the way forward. @L
L, FIRFICZOHLV TS B ARIC I DBRER A1 CVDD T,
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ROFSCR AT, bleleDBxk | OTREDIFETEX I,

Mobile phones are used by many people for all kinds of purposes such as talking,
sending email, and surfing the Inteinet. There is no doubt that they are convenient
machines which have changed modemn life. However, some people feel that there are
some disadvantages or dangers to using mobile phones. Describe some negative aspects

" of mobile phones and give your overall opinion about these devices.
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